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9th Annual CenTex 
Beef Cattle Symposium 

The nine county Extension Beef Cattle Program 
will be held on the beautiful Swinging ‘B’ Ranch in 
Axtell on Friday, September 29th.  The ranch is 
located off Kirkland Hill Road, 20 minutes 
northeast of Waco.  This year’s program will 
include live cattle demonstrations, a ranch tour and 
a ribeye steak dinner. 

Dr. Dan Miller and Dr. Todd Whitesell will 
present on Embryo Transfer and do a live ET/Flush 
using Mackie Bounds’ new laboratory and cattle 
working pens.  The ranch tour will include 
presentations on Benefits of a Bull Gain Test, 
Managing Warm Season Forages to Meet your 
Goals, Benefits of Technology in Beef Cattle, 
Beefmaster Breeders Update, Bull Selection and 
Management, and Managing a Recip and Donor 
Cow Herd.  Speakers will include Dr. Jason Cleere-
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Beef Cattle 
Specialist; Bill Pendergrass, Beefmaster Breeders 
United; Hugh Aljoe, Noble Foundation; Sexing 

Technologies; and Dr. Dan Miller and Dr. Todd 
Whitesell, M&W Cattle.  

One (1) CEU will be provided.  Registration is 
$25.00.  Participants must pre-register by calling the 
McLennan County Extension Office.  Trade show 
vendors will be attending and providing multiple 
door prizes.  The Beef and Forage Committees in 
Bell, Bosque, Coryell, Falls, Hamilton, Hill, 
Johnson, Limestone, and McLennan Counties are 
hosting. 

 

“Every time you open your mouth, you are 
managing two reputations - your personal 
reputation and the reputation of your 
organization”. 

 

Cotton Turn Row Meeting 
August 18th 

On August 18th, Mark Wiethorn will host a 
Cotton Turn Row Meeting in his cotton field 
located off FM 938 (Farmview Parkway), near 
Crawford.  If you attended our West Side Row Crop 
Tour, it will be the opposite side of the highway 
from the grain sorghum variety trial.  We will begin 
at 8:00 a.m.  Gaylon Morgan, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Cotton Specialist will walk us through 
the cotton variety trial, skip row trials, as well as 
provide a cotton update and information on harvest 
aids and cotton defoliation.  Please RSVP by calling 
the Extension Office at (254)757-5180.  Breakfast 
will be provided.  
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Annie’s Project 

Annie’s Project is an educational program 
dedicated to strengthening women’s roles in modern 
farm and ranch enterprises.  The series will be 
offered in six sessions, from 6 – 9 p.m. each 
Thursday evening beginning September 7th at the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extension 
Center, 1229 N. U.S. Hwy. 281, Stephenville.  The 
class will meet on September 7th, 14th, and 21st and 
October 5th, 12th and 19th.  Cost of the program is 
$50 per person for the entire series, and class size is 
limited to 30 to facilitate discussion among 
participants.  Registration slots will be filled on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  Meals and 
refreshments will be provided at each session.  

Facebook 

Our Facebook page is a great source of 
information.  Follow us @MclennanAgExtension 
and get the latest news and updates. 

Fall Multi-County CEU Event 
October 30th 

The Annual Fall Multi-County CEU Event will 
be held in Franklin at the Pridgeon Community 
Center on October 30th, beginning at 7:30 a.m.  
Registration will open at 7:00 a.m.  The final 
agenda is not approved, but the topics will include 
Laws and Regulations and Integrated Pest 
Management, among others.  This program offers 7 
CEU hours.  Look for more information as the 
agenda is finalized.  We will be taking RSVP’s for 
this program.   

Winter CEU Event 
December 14th 

The December Multi-CEU Event will be held 
on December 14th at the MCC Emergency Services 
Building and will offer 8 CEU hours.  More 
information will be provided as we get closer to the 
date.  Laws and Regulations and Integrated Pest 
Management will be among the topics offered. 

 

“The biggest communication problem is – we 
don’t listen to understand, we listen to reply”. 

 

January 11, 2018 Save The Date! 
2018 BIG Recertification 

The 2018 BIG Recertification program will be 
January 11th at the Extraco Events Center Creative 
Arts Building (same location as last year).  Topics 
will include Feral Hogs, Aquatic Plant Id and 
Vegetative Control, General Laws and Regulations, 
Control and Prevention of Nuisance Pests, and 
Weed & Brush Id and Control.  6 CEU’s will be 
offered (1 L&R, 2 IPM, and 3 General).  Interested 
persons will need to RSVP to the Extension office.  
More information will be provided as we get closer 
to the date. 

 

“Some old fashioned things like fresh air and 
sunshine are hard to beat”. 
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My Tree is Losing Leaves……. 

Number one phone call I receive at the office 
starts with those few words and you can add the 
word “oak” in there.  When we have dry periods in 
the summer, coupled with 100+ degree days, 
especially by August, trees are going to drop leaves.  
It is called nature and we have no control over it.  
The droughts of 2005/2006 and then 2010/2011 are 
still affecting trees.  Trees do not show disease or 
stress symptoms like we do.  Over time, they will 
slowly begin to show signs of distress; a fallen leaf 
here, a branch there, and a limb over there.  We see 
these trees every day, maybe even multiple times a 
day and we don’t notice the subtle changes.  There 
are 3 main culprits affecting our oak trees:  
Hypoxylon Canker, Oak Wilt, and Stress.  There are 
less common things that occur but, we won’t 
discuss them here.   

For Hypoxylon Canker, it is easy to see and 
happens quickly.  Yellowing of the leaves, die back 
of branches and limbs, followed by bark sloughing 
off.  It is a fungus that occurs naturally and there is 
no treatment.  Oak Wilt is not as common as people 
think, but everyone assumes it is what they have if a 
tree has yellow leaves.  Primarily found in red oaks, 
the healthy tree will show fall-like coloring in late 
spring and start dropping massive amounts of 
leaves.  The veinal necrosis of the leaf of a live oak 
is characteristic.  You can treat it, but it is expensive 
and comes with no guarantee that it will work.  
Lastly, the most common problem is stress.  Stress 
could be from prolonged drought, too much fill dirt, 
compaction, trenching, digging, etc.  Most stress, 
other than drought, is usually from MIT, Man 
Induced Trauma.  Trees that have oak wilt or 
Hypoxylon Canker are usually stressed before they 
get the disease, have a weakened immune system 
and then get the disease.  Insects are often blamed, 
but they are usually a secondary pest to a tree.  

Extra fertilizer is not the answer to a stressed tree.  
Only moisture and time will alleviate a stressed 
tree. 

White Grub Management in Lawns 

The white grub is the larval stage of the insect 
we commonly refer to as June bugs or June beetles.  
There are almost 100 species in Texas, and most of 
these cause significant damage to crops and lawns.  
White grubs injure turf by feeding on roots and 
other underground plant parts.  Damaged areas then 
lose vigor and turn brown.  It is becoming more 
common to see grub damage in Bermuda grass 
pastures.   

The best time to treat your lawn is about five to 
six weeks after the heaviest June beetle flight.  Here 
in Central Texas, that time frame varies from year 
to year.  The best window of opportunity to control 
June beetles is with an application of insecticides in 
our area from early to mid-July, depending on the 
product.  I applied one of these products in early 
August and still had good control.  Effective white 
grub control can be found from using products that 
contain the active ingredients chlorpyrifos or 
imidacloprid.   

 

“The moment you’re ready to quit, is usually the 
moment right before a miracle happens”. 

 

Pruning Roses 

You can reap the benefits of bloomy fall roses 
by pruning your roses now.  Cut them back about 
25 percent to generate vigorous growth. 
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Welcome to Central Texas 

I have had numerous home owner visits this 
summer to people that are new to Central Texas.  
All of them are excited to grow produce and are 
asking a lot of questions about our soil, weather, 
climate and what does and doesn’t grow here.  On 
one of these visits, I was with a Master Gardener 
and much to the homeowner’s surprise; we can have 
cold winters here that will burn the blooms off of 
most fruit trees unless they are really hardy and 
from a cold environment.  That fig tree that hasn’t 
produced four out of five years was from a cold 
snap.  I always tell people that with our soil and 
weather we can grow almost anything here but, that 
doesn’t mean that Mother Nature is going to let that 
plant prosper.  Please educate yourself on what will 
grow here and what will not.  Mother Nature likes 
to educate those that just don’t know better.  Those 
lessons are free, but you might just lose your 
investment in plants.   

Our McLennan County Master Gardeners are 
here to help and work in our office from 1:00 – 4:00 
p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.   

My St. Augustine has 
Dead Spots in it…… 

My second most common phone call and 99% 
of these callers have the same scenario.  Everyone 
describes the symptoms differently, but upon the 
home owner visit, I see the same thing as my last 
visit.  Often this isn’t something brand new.  I see 
areas of the yard that have not greened up in the 
spring, grass is yellow or not as green as you would 
like, it may even be brown or white (dead).  If you 
pull on a runner, it comes up in your hand.   

The damage was actually done in the fall of last 
year and maybe in the spring of this year.  You saw 
an area that wasn’t greening up, so you fertilized it 
with nitrogen.  If there was little to no change, you 
put out more nitrogen and the problem accelerated.  
Take All Patch is a bad disease, but one that can be 
treated.  Rake out the dead area and bag it, get it out 
of there.  Spread Spagnum Peat Moss over the 
affected area.  One 3.5 cubic bag will cover about a 
1,000 sq. feet.   

Other lawn problems over the year have been 
gray leaf spot, chinch bugs, grub damage, brown 
patch, too much shade, and St. Augustine decline.  
If we have a cold winter, we will lose some St. 
Augustine to freeze damage, which wasn’t a 
problem this year.  St. Augustine thrives South of 
us, but struggles here in Central Texas, you have to 
baby it. 

Mosquito Control 

Mosquitoes are controlled most efficiently with 
an approach that blends the use of both chemical 
and non-chemical control measures.  This is the 
essence of IMM, the preferred approach for city and 
county-wide mosquito control programs.  Integrated 
mosquito management works best when done over a 
large area, like neighborhood, community or 
county.  Drain any standing water from containers, 
like a dog water bowl, bird baths, buckets, etc. 
frequently enough to not allow mosquito larvae to 
develop into adults.  If you are going to be out in 
the dusk-dawn-night time hours, wear long sleeves 
and pants of plain colors.  Excessive perfume, lotion 
or even aftershave can attract mosquitos.  Any time 
you go outside for an extended period of time, wear 
a mosquito repellent.  DEET provides up to 6 hours 
of high protection from mosquitoes and has an 
excellent safety record.  Other things you can do 
are:  use mosquito dunks containing insect growth 
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regulators or Bti, mow tall weeds and grass, 
spraying labeled contact insecticides in shady 
mosquito resting areas, installing mosquito barriers 
such as screened windows and doors – or making 
sure they are in good repair.   

Farmers Market Terminology 

There has been a lot of interest in farmers markets 
like the Waco Downtown Farmers Market.  There 
are a lot of terms associated with these that often are 
misunderstood or just flat out misinterpreted.  A 
farmers market is a designated location used 
primarily for the distribution and sale of food 
directly to consumers by producers.  A “certified” 
farmers market has met the requirements set by 
Texas Department of Agriculture and has applied 
for such labeling.  Locally grown is actually defined 
by the 2008 Farm Act as being a “regional produced 
food product grown within a 400 mile origin.”   

Organic gets used a lot, and can refer to meat, 
poultry, eggs and dairy produced without using 
most conventional pesticides, fertilizers made with 
synthetic ingredients or sewer sludge, etc.  Did you 
notice that the definition said “mostly”?  The 
USDA-National Organic Program is not the same as 
Certified Naturally Organic, which requires no 
synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, etc.  Natural is 
another term you may hear at a farmers market, it is 
defined as “no artificial ingredient or added color 
and is only minimal processed.”  Minimal is then 
defined as not altering the product.   

I often get asked about eggs. You can sell eggs at a 
farmers market if the seller has a temporary food 
establishment license from the Texas Department of 
State Health Services and the eggs are kept at a 
temperature of 45 degrees, plus the carton must be 
marked “ungraded” and have your printed name and 
address on the carton.   

Be Water Wise 

Put measuring cups in various places around your 
lawn and run the sprinklers for 15 minutes.  This 
will give you an idea of how much water the grass 
is getting and where.  You’re looking for about one 
to two inches – depending on the soil – evenly 
distributed.  An underground sprinkler system is 
probably the best way to be sure the lawn is evenly 
covered.  The greatest waste of water comes from 
applying too much, too often – much of it runs off 
and is never absorbed.  Instead of watering for one 
long continuous session, try splitting the watering 
time into shorter periods and take 15-minute breaks 
in between each session.  This will let the water 
soak in, while minimizing runoff.  Water between 
5:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. – when the sun is low, 
winds are calm and temperatures are cool.  Midday 
watering tends to be less efficient because of water 
loss due to evaporation and windy conditions during 
the day.  Watering in the evening isn’t a good idea 
either; because leaves can remain wet overnight – 
an open invitation for fungus to grow.  By watering 
in the morning, you give the leaves a chance to dry 
out during the day.  Adjust your irrigation system as 
the seasons and weather change.  You can also 
install a shut-off device that automatically detects 
rain or moisture.  These devices are inexpensive and 
let you take advantage of nature’s free water 
service.  Too often, I see irrigation systems running 
when it is raining outside, that’s just being wasteful.   

 

“If people don’t appreciate what you bring to the 
table, then let them eat alone”. 

 

 

 



 
 

From The Top Rail 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all 
persons regardless of race, color, religion, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or 
gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunities through Texas A&M AgriLife.  The Texas A&M University 
System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

  

“What is Your Purpose?” 
I nearly died multiple times growing up as a farm kid.  The time I absolutely destroyed the fiberglass water 
tank, climbing (anything and everything), driving equipment in dangerous terrain, working cows (she won’t run 
over you, just step out in front of her and wave your arms), broke bones (too numerous to tell the stories), 
electric fences and horse accidents.  Horses will be my downfall, I have a horse habit.  Bucked off, thrown over 
fences, green bronc tangled up in barb wire at Whitney, swimming in flooded California Creek, riding pell-mell 
fast-as-we-can-go while ducking tree limbs chasing someone else’s wild cows or calves (Lueders, Stamford, 
Avoca, Albany, Proctor, on and on).  But the worst was trying to pen one old cow and her calf that was out in a 
wheat field with a bunch of my dad’s stocker calves. I was in college, think it was about October ’94.  Oh, by 
the way, the horses I like to ride are fast and tall, the kind that can cover a lot of country when checking 
stockers and run like the wind when you give them a lil’ cluck or hint of the spur.  Long story summarized, cow 
had calf, stockers robbing milk, and we needed to get the cow out of there or that little calf was going to starve.  
My dad chased her out of a mesquite thicket, and she came out at a dead run, trying to beat me to the corner of 
the pens where a loading chute used to be.  Cow met horse-me-and Mr. Pipe at the loading chute frame and my 
head caught the frame right at the neck/jaw on the left side of my face.  I don’t remember meeting Mr. Pipe.  I 
woke up three days later in my bed with a mouth full of gauze.  Evidently, I hit the pipe, cow went into the lot, 
my horse was walking around and I was out on the ground when my dad came out of the mesquite thicket.  I 
was out cold.  Dad moved me to the shade and rode like a mad man back home (about a quarter mile) to get his 
pickup.  No cell phones back then, kiddos.  Dad drove like a mad man back to the pens and loaded his knocked-
out son into his pickup and started driving like a mad man toward town.  Somewhere in there, they had called 
the hospital and an ambulance met my dad and they loaded me into the ambulance and took me to town.  After 
doctor checking me over, x-rays, busted teeth pulled, and days going by, I was back at home with a mouth full 
of gauze.  I may not know a lot, but I do know that life is short.  Jesus Christ is my savior, and he has a plan for 
me.  I think I am living out that plan now, every day, helping people, leading my kids, giving thanks, and 
serving you and the man above with a humble heart.  What’s your purpose?  Go thank your mentor, go hug your 
mom, teach a child a valuable lesson, help a neighbor, the world needs good deeds, pass it on, pay it forward. 
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