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INSECTS  

As stated in the last newsletter there are several 

late season insects that still need to be monitored, 

in other words we are not out of the woods yet.  

 

Pecan weevil is the biggest threat to a crop where 

it is found. Many varieties are at the stage where 

kernel formation has reached the dough stage and 

therefore subject to pecan weevil oviposition. 

 

 
Figure 1. Check for dough formation at the tip end 

of the kernel  

 

First treatment for pecan weevil should go out 

when the earliest maturing variety reaches dough 

formation regardless of trap catches. The second 

application will go out 10 days after the first – if 

adult weevils are being collected in traps. If adults 

are not being collected then the second treatment 

can be delayed until adults are caught. A pecan 

weevil management program will require at least 

two insecticide applications and sometime three, 

depending on emergence 

 

For orchards that have drip or micro sprinkler 

irrigation where not all the soil under the drip line 

is wetted, there can be a normal emergence and 

drought delayed emergence under the same tree. 

Monitor emergence traps up until last maturing 

variety has reached shuck split. 

 

Stink bugs/Leaffooted bugs - Watch for adults 

moving in from maturing row crops or recently 

shredded pastures. Products that give the best 

control are on the pyrethroid class. 

 

Black aphids – always a debate on how long into 

the season do you control foliage pests. For black 

aphids I would continue to monitor and control at 

least through September. 

 

With any late season insecticide application you 

will need to consider the preharvest (PHI) interval. 

 

STORED PRODUCT INSECTS 

For those producers that sell retail there is another 

group of insects that can negatively impact your 

business and these are referred to as stored product 

insects, this is the same group of pesky critters that 

can be found in kitchen pantries. Fortunately there 

are pheromones and traps that can be used to 

detect an emerging problem. As a group these 

insects attach a wide range of foods which can 

include but not limited to: nut meats, gains, seeds, 

tobacco, dry pet food and treats, rodent baits, dried 

fruits, peanuts, pharmaceutical drugs, and candy. 
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The first rule for any pest problem is sanitation 

and no more true for stored product pests. A 

broom and refrigeration will go a long way toward 

prevention and elimination of a problem.  

 

For all stored product insects, none can penetrate 

an intact shell; entry to the kernel can only happen 

if there is a crack in the shell.   

 

For the stored product insects there are basically 

two groups – Lepidoptera (moths/caterpillars) and 

Coleoptera - beetles.  

 

For the moths the most common species that I 

have encountered is the Indian mealmoth (IMM),  

Plodia interpunctella . I have seen adult IMM on 

nice displays of inshell pecans in a retail store and 

larval infestations in packaged and sealed pecan 

kernels and baked goods plus a terrible infestation 

of IMM larvae in packaged pecan pieces/halves at 

a local grocery store. 

 

Fortunately there is a pheromone for this insect 

that can be used like the PNC pheromone. Traps 

can be hung in work rooms or store rooms to act 

as an alarm to any ongoing activity. The adults are 

easy to ID being two toned with white and bronze 

colors.  
 

 
Figure 2. Indian mealmoth adult   
 

 
Figure 3 Pheromone trap for IMM in store room. 
 

For the beetles there are several species that could 

be found around retail stores with some of the 

most common being: cigarette beetle, Lasioderma 

serricorne; drugstore beetle, Stegobium paniceum; 

and the sawtoothed grain beetle, Oryzaephilus 

surinamenis.  

 

This group of beetles also feeds on an extremely 

wide range of food sources. There are attractants 

for these insects that can be used with several 

different trap styles. For some traps more than one 

lure can be used in an individual trap. Traps for 

this group are usually placed on the floor under 

counters or work tables where it is hard to clean. 

 

 

 
Figure 4 Storeroom where IMM larvae  were found 

inside packaged goods. 
 



 
Figure 5 Dome trap for beetles placed under work 

bench in store room 
 

There are several sources of suppliers of stored 

product insect pheromones and traps some of 

which are: www.trece.com; and 

www.pantrypests.com. Additional sources can be 

found by searching the web for pantry pests. 

 

STATE/REGIONAL MEETINGS,  2016 

August 26, 2016 

Arizona Pecan Growers 

Clarion Hotel, Tucson, AZ 

Contact: Mike Kilby @ 520-403-4613 or 

mkilby@cals.ariziona.edu 

 

September 15, 2016 

Alabama Pecan Growers Annual Conference 

Gulf Coast Research and Extension Center 

Fairhope, AL  

Info: www.alabamapecangrowers.com 
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