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Summary:

Cattle of differing genetic type averaged selling for different prices at the Lampasas auction . 
Market price is a major factor in profit or loss of a cow/calf enterprise.  Lampasas producers
should understand what affects price.  One factor influencing price is genetic type. 

Objective:

To compare variation in market price for the major genetic types of stocker/feeder cattle
marketed at the Lampasas auction.

Materials and Methods:

Prices were recorded on 478 steers and bulls at auctions held on seven dates from February
to August of 2003.  Cattle ranged in weight from 405 to 765 pounds.   Prices were adjusted for
differences in weight class and week of sale, based on averages from Texas auctions as reported
by the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service.  Genetic types represented were American
(showing visible indication of Brahman-type inheritance), Continental (showing visible
indication of Continental breeds, primarily Charolais, Limousin, and Simmental), and Okie
(neither obvious Brahman-type or Continental influence).

Results and Discussion:

Cattle classed as Okie averaged selling for $1.15/cwt more than Continental and $2.79/cwt
more than American.  These differences are similar to other recent reports.  Up until the last few
years, there was little difference between Okie and Continental.  Greater emphasis on USDA
Carcass Quality Grade (which tends to be higher in Okie-type) may be a factor in current price
differences.  

Using the findings of this report, a 600 pound Okie would bring a total of $6.90 more than a



Trade names of commercial products used in this report are included only for better understanding
and clarity.  Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that
no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the Texas A&M University System is implied.
Readers should realize that results from one experiment do not represent conclusive evidence that the
same response would occur where conditions vary.   
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Continental.  However, this advantage must be considered with the fact that Continental tend to
weigh more at the same age.  A 600 pound Okie would bring $16.74 more than an American. 
However, this must be balanced with the tendency for American-type females to be superior in
environmental adaptability and production efficiency in Central Texas conditions.   

There are definite differences in price received for cattle of different genetic types.  But price
must be considered only along with other important factors, including reproductive efficiency,
survival, sale weight, and production cost.    
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