
Market Rabbit Information  
 
Equipment Needed:  
 
1-4 Water bowls (not water nibblers)  
1-4 croc for feed (these need to be ceramic)  
1-4 hanging feeders for feed 
Poultry Electrolytes 
1 spray bottle 
 
Cages 
NO wood in the cages-rabbits will chew on wood, and urinate on the wood which 
causes stains and a mess. Wood also absorbs mites.  
 
It is best to keep bunnies separate to keep track of feed intake and gain. So buying 4 
cages or separating bunnies in the cages is the best. 
 
Cages are best kept in a barn hanging from rafters, on in a garage or house. Due to 
our show in January, bunnies kept inside, or in an area that can be kept at a constant 
temperature would be the best.  If rabbits are not kept in a climate controlled area, 
provide a portion of their cage that is heated by a heat lamp if temperatures get 
below 50 degrees; where they can get warm if they get cold (USE A WHITE BULB 
ONLY).  Make sure bunnies are kept out of the wind, but where they have access to 
fresh air (Don’t wrap cages up) 
 
BUNNIES MUST BE KEPT AT TEMPS ABOVE 50 DEGREE’s if bunnies are not, it is 
IMPERATIVE that you provide a heat source when it drops below 50.  
 
Waters 
 
It is recommended that you use water bowls or ceramic crocs to water rabbits 
instead of water bottles. Automatic systems are a pain to keep clean and could leak 
leaving the rabbit without water. Water bowls should be cleaned MORNING AND 
NIGHT! 
 
Use electrolytes in the rabbit water from the time they arrive to the time they go to 
the show. Mix poultry electrolytes in 1 gallon of water to make your stock solution. 
Use 1 ounce of stock solution to 1 gallon water- it should look like pale Gatorade. If 
your bunnies are not drinking the solution please contact Ms. Grant 
 
Feeders  
Metal feeders that hang on the outside of the cage work very will, but sometimes 
limits access to feed. Use metal feeders and also place a croc in the pen with food. 
You will have problems with bunnies urinating in the croc, making the feed bad. It 
happens just replace it.  



 
Feed 
Meat pens need a fresh, good quality 18% feed. You can get from Del Rio Feed or 
Wool and Mohair-you might go through 2 bags of feed total. Meat pens are on full 
feed at all times. 
 
NO LETTUS OR CARROTS…FEED ONLY FEED, AND SUPPLEMENTS INSTRUCTED.  
 

3 Weeks from Show-add Supplemental dressing 
 
3 weeks from show we will begin adding a supplemental dressing.  Ms. Grant will 
mix, and distribute the supplemental dressing.  
 
Price will be determined once ingredients are purchased: Roughly $5-10 per gallon 
baggie. 
 
You will feed 1 sausage can of the supplemental dressing a day per bunny, at night.   
 
Caring for the Market Pen 
-Always have fresh supply of water available. Rabbits WILL NOT  drink if they have 
dirty water or in no water is available.  
-You can feed hay or alfalfa as the rabbits like to nibble on it and the fiber helps 
them with stress, so they don’t get sick.  
-Do not feed lettuce or table scraps. This can give a rabbit diarrhea and wet tail, and 
they will dehydrate quickly and die.  
-The goal is to have each rabbit weigh between 3-5 lbs. If one of your rabbits is over 
5 lbs or under 3 lbs your pen will be disqualified. Think uniformity and try to get 
each rabbit to weigh close to each other  
-Use a baby scale, kitchen scale, or postal scale to monitor your rabbits weights. 
They will not gain lots of weight on short notice.  
-Make sure you are working with them by getting them out of the cage and handling 
them. A carpet square or towel works well as a surface to work with them on. 
 
 
What to Watch Out for 
-A runny nose-they will get matted front lefts from wiping their nose on them. If 
they get the virus called snuffles they may not live. Remove them from your market 
group immediately as this condition is highly contagious. Call Ms. Grant if this occurs 
-Bites can be treated with Neosporin 
-Eye infections can be treated with Tetracycline 
-Ton nails getting caught in the bottom of cages and ripping them out 
 
 
 
 
 



Weighing Rabbits 
 
You need a digital scales that weighs up to 10lbs in ounces. NOT A FISHING SCALE. 
(Postal Scales work best, then kitchen ones that you can get at walmart) 
 
1 rabbit should gain 1-2 oz per day. 80 oz = 5lbs max 
 
Complete your weigh sheet, as your go through your project this will help track your 
weight. When your rabbit weights 4 lbs please contact Ms. Grant.  
 
Getting Ready for the Show 
 
Working Hair 
3 weeks prior to show 
 
You need to work hair and weigh bunnies every other day. This helps get the 
bunnies accustomed to being handled and lets you keep up with their progress. The 
week of the show, you need to work hair and weigh every day. If rabbits are not 
close in weight you may have to separate the larger ones from the others.  
 
To Work Hair 
Place rabbit on a piece of carpet or towel to prevent bunny from sliding around. 
Place your hand over the rabbit’s head and tuck the rear legs under the bunny. Don’t 
bunch him up, but make his rump round like a ball. This is how you set a bunny up. 
Make sure that the front legs are up under him and he/she is relatively square. With 
a spray bottle, spray a light coat of tap water on the hair to make it damp, but not 
wet. Run your free hand back and forth across the hair about 100 strokes (only 
counting forward strokes). This helps condition the hair and remove dead hair.  
5 Days before the show use corn starch instead of water. This helps make the hair 
shine and slick. When you work hair against the grain, it should pop right back into 
place and look good. The difference between grand and reserve may just come down 
to hair quality. 
-NEVER NEVER WASH A RABBIT! 
 
 
 
-You can spot clean a white rabbit in many ways! 
 1. Make a paste with white vinegar and baking soda. Place onto the stained 
fur and let dry. Brush out with a small animal brush and repeat as needed.  
 2. Apply white vinegar or lemon juice directly to stain.  
 3. Mix up a solution of ½ white vinegar and ½ water in a spray bottle. Spray 
onto the stain getting it moist, but not drenched. Run in cornstarch and let it dry. 
Brush out with a small animal brush. Repeat as necessary.  
-Don’t worry about cleaning the bottom of rabbit’s feet.  
-Trim rabbits nails if needed with regular dog nail clippers 
 



Transporting to Show 
-use your cage that you keep them in at home, just take their feeders out, and 
water’s out. Bring your water bowls to the show.  


