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Calendar of Events 
Aug 19-20 - Texas Sheep & Goat Expo 

        in San Angelo 

Sept 2nd -    Kerr Wildlife Management 

       Seminar 

Sept 13th -   Private Pesticide  

       Applicator Training 

Oct 1st -       Kerr County Hay Show 

       entries due 

Oct 1st -      Kerr County 4-H 

      Wild Game Dinner 

Oct 3-4th -   Women’s Landowner 

        Program 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to receive the 
Top of the Windmill via email, 

please send an email to: 
kerr@ag.tamu.edu with the  
Subject title as: Top of the  

Windmill. 

Texas Sheep & Goat Expo Scheduled  

                       Aug. 19-20, San Angelo    

 
 SAN ANGELO – After months of planning 

 for this year’s Texas A&M AgriLife premier sheep  

and goat educational events, coordinators say all that  

remains is waiting out the dog days of summer. 

 For a second year, the Texas A&M AgriLife 

 Extension Service and Texas A&M AgriLife Research  

coordinated two back-to-back educational programs set for Aug. 19-20 in San  

Angelo. The events will feature live animal demonstrations, new technology, stock 

handling techniques and facility tips spiced with plenty of fun, food and visiting, 

said Marvin Ensor, AgriLife Extension regional program leader at San Angelo.  

 Chuck wagon meals are but one of the events set for the second Texas 

Sheep and Goat Expo. (Texas A&M AgriLife Communications photo by Steve 

Byrns) 

 The first event will be the 43rd annual Texas A&M AgriLife Sheep and 

Goat Field Day, whose theme is “Precision Production Practices.” The event will 

be conducted by and on the grounds of the Texas A&M AgriLife Research and  

Extension Center located just north of San Angelo on U.S.  

Highway 87. That event will start with registration at 7:30 a.m. followed by the  

program from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Aug. 19. 

 The field day is to be followed by the second Texas Sheep and Goat Expo 

also on Aug. 19, and again on Aug. 20 at the San Angelo Fairground’s Wells Fargo 

Pavilion. 

 All the activities are open to the public. The center field day and lunch are 

free while the expo has an individual registration fee of $30 due by Aug. 17 and 

$50 thereafter. Booth space and sponsorships are also available.  

Register online for both events at  http://agrilife.org/westresults/registration/ . The 

complete program guide is also available on the site as is information on booth 

space and sponsorships. 

 For more information on the Expo, call Myra Marsh at 325-653-4576, ext. 

237, or for the center field day, call Phyllis Benge, 325-653-4576, ext. 233. 

http://agrilife.org/westresults/registration/


Educating the public about Zika is now AgriLife Extension’s 
‘priority-one’ 

 
Aedes mosquitoes, the principal vectors of Zika virus, are 

small dark mosquitoes with distinct white bands on the legs. 

(Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service photo by Dr. Mike 

Merchant) 
 

Controlling mosquitoes to reduce the spread of Zika virus 

would be easy if there was a perfect pesticide.  However,  

experience has shown that pesticides alone rarely produce 

complete or lasting control of pests, whether battling  

cockroaches in kitchens, or mosquitoes in marshes. This  

observation is the basis of a control strategy called “Integrated 

Mosquito Management” or IMM. 

The Best Way to Control Mosquitoes 
Mosquitoes are controlled most efficiently with an approach 

that blends the use of both chemical and non-chemical control measures. This is the essence of IMM, 

the preferred approach for city and county-wide mosquito control programs. Integrated mosquito  

management works best when done over a large area, like a neighborhood, community or county. 

“The Four D’s”  – How to Manage Mosquitoes & Protect Against Bites 
1. Dusk/Dawn – Avoid being outside when mosquitoes are searching for a blood meal, which is  

usually in the early morning hours and just before the sun goes down. While some species are  

daytime biters, many prefer to feed at night but all can be actively feeding at dusk and dawn.  

Unfortunately, the mosquitoes that carry Zika, Dengue, Chikinguna and Yellow Fever also bite 

during the daytime. 

2. Drain – Empty standing water from “containers” around your home and work areas, such as  

buckets, wheelbarrows, kiddie pools, toys, dog bowls, water troughs, tires, bottles, etc. Make  

improvements that allow standing water to run off following rains. 

3. Dress – If out during mosquito feeding hours, wear long sleeves and pants in plain colors. Avoid 

attracting them by wearing excessive amounts of perfume or aftershave.  

4. Defend – Any time you go outside for an extended period of time, wear a mosquito repellent. 

DEET provides up to 6 hours of high protection from mosquitoes and has an excellent safety  

record. People who dislike the smell or oily feel of DEET can choose from two other excellent 

mosquito repellents. Lemon oil of eucalyptus (an aromatic, plant-derived natural mosquito  

repellent) and picaridin (odorless) provide excellent, though shorter protection than DEET. Keep 

a bottle or can of insect repellent just outside the doorway to remind you to spray exposed skin.  

Additional measures that can be used around the house or workplace include: 

 

     •Using mosquito dunks containing insect growth regulators or Bt 

     •Mowing tall weeds and grass 

     •Spraying labeled contact insecticides in shady mosquito resting areas 

     •Installing mosquito barriers such as screened windows and doors –or- making sure they are in good 

       repair 



Kerr Wildlife Management Seminar  

    

The Kerr Wildlife Management Area will be hosting Wildlife 

Management seminars on September 2 and October 7 from 1:00 

p.m – 5:00 p.m. at the Lee & Ramona Bass Conference Center at 

the Kerr Wildlife Management Area.  Each seminar will cover, 

Improving Land for Wildlife Diversity focusing on use of Axe, 

Fire, Plow, Cow and Gun. Habitat management related to food, water and cover needs as well as  

threatened and endangered species management. The seminar will also cover the Function of Genetics 

and Nutrition in White-tailed Deer Management as well as information covering the Donnie E. Harmel 

White-tailed Deer Research Pens, and New Research on Feral Swine Control and Kerr WMA Feral 

Swine Research Facility. Register at (830) 238-4483 or lisa.wolle@tpwd.texas.gov. 

“CHOMP” Hog Out Program – Huge Success 

Many of you helped make the “Kerr County Hog Out  

Management Program” a huge success. In an effort to educate 

 producers, landowners and local youth on the feral hog problems 

 plaguing Texas, Kerr County and Texas AgriLife Extension  

hosted producer meetings, youth education programs as well as  

a feral hog harvest contest. Thanks to Commissioner Bob Reeves                                        

support and the success of those programs Kerr County was                                             

awarded $22,500 in grant funds to be used in continuing the  

advancement of feral hog education and control in Kerr County.  

This is an annual grant program that we will be able to continue to  

apply for on an annual basis. Be on the lookout for more  

information to be forthcoming in the next few months.   
Congratulations to Kelsi Kana from West Kerr ranch for winning the 223 Savage Rifle for the most hogs har-

vested and turned in during the month of May.  

Private Pesticide Applicator Training Offered  
  

            Need a license to kill unwanted brush and weeds?  If you’re looking at 

pricklypear, agarita, and other weedy plants on your land you may find that to 

purchase the products that do the best, you need a private pesticide applicators 

license to purchase them.  The Private Pesticide Applicator License is needed 

for application of state limit use and restricted use pesticides.  
To become licensed you must take a course provided by your local office of 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service. Once you complete the course you will be required to take a 

100 question exam at an approved testing facility to complete the course requirements.  The private 

applicators course is a “one time” training course. The course fee is $50 and the license fee is $60. 

Once you complete the course, testing and pay your fees you get a license good for 5 years.         
            The course takes around 4 hour to complete. In order for you to keep the license after the fifth 

year, you will need to obtain 15 continuing education credits (CEU’s) over the 5 year life of the  

license period. There is a CEU requirement with 2 credits in Laws and Regulations and 2 in  

Integrated Pest Management. Training opportunities are offered by the Texas AgriLife Extension  

Service offices here in the Texas Hill Country year round.  
            On September 13th, starting at 9:00 AM, there will be a Private applicator license   

training conducted at the Kerr County office of Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension Service. The office 

is located at 3775 Hwy. 27 in Kerrville. Registration fee is $50.00 and this will provide you with the 

needed study materials to pass the 100 question test administered by the Texas Dept. of Agriculture.  

To register for the training call the Kerr County Extension office at 830-257-6568.  

mailto:lisa.wolle@tpwd.texas.gov?subject=Kerr%20WMA%20Wildlife%20Management%20Research%20Seminar


  

Kerr County Hay Show 

Producers interested in participating in the Hay Show may bring their hay  

samples by the Kerr County Extension office by Tuesday, October 1st. Entries 

will include one small square bale and a producer may enter as many bales as 

they wish. In cases of round bales an entry will consist of 20 pounds of hay 

sacked, bound and tied. Entry fee is $10.00 per bale. Classes include; Sorghum 

Sudan, Winter Annuals, Legumes, Perennial Grasses, Coastal Bermuda, and 

other bermudagrasses. Plaques will be awarded to the Champion and Reserve 

Champion bales. This is a good opportunity for producers to get their hay tested 

and determine how your fertility and management program is working. For more information contact 

the Kerr County Extension office at 830-257-6568.     

Ticks           
 

Ticks are arachnids and related to spiders and mites. They have two 

body regions , eight legs and no antennae. They require a blood meal 

before molting to the next stage of their development. Adult female 

ticks also require a blood meal before they can lay eggs. Since ticks 

can feed on multiple hosts during their lifetime, including humans and 

other animals, they are capable of trans-mitting disease organisms through their bite. Ticks 

wait for their hosts by climbing up vertical surfaces such as vegetation, fences or shrubbery. 

When a host brushes past, the ticks grab on and locates a suitable spot for feeding.  

 

For avoiding ticks:  

-Wear long pants & long sleeves when going into suspected tick areas; tuck in the shirt into 

  pants and pants into socks  

-Avoid sitting on the ground in suspected tick areas  

-Keep vegetation cut short around the home  

-When treating for ticks with pesticide, treat up vertical surfaces such as the house, trees and  

  fences  

-Use a topical treatment to manage ticks on pets  

 

To remove ticks:  

-Do NOT use hot matches, petroleum jelly or grease; they may increase the chance of  

  infection  

-Grasp the tick as close to the head as possible  

-Pull firmly, but gently without twisting  

-Do not touch or smash the tick with your bare hands  

-Use tweezers, but squeeze gently; do NOT smash  

-Use a paper towel or disposable gloves  

-Wash the bite area with warm, soapy water and apply an antiseptic  



Saturday, October 1, 2016 
Hill Country Youth Exhibit Center (Ag Barn) 

3785 Hwy. 27, Kerrville 

 Tickets are:$20.00, 6 & Under are free & can be 
purchased at: Gibson’s, Kerr County Extension 

Office, Kerrville Ranch & Pet, &  
Double L Feed in Ingram & Kerrville 

 

Tickets also available online: kerr.agrilife.org 
 

Doors open @ 5:00 p.m., Dinner served @ 6:00 p.m. 

For more information, call the Extension Office @  

830-257-6568. 

 

Kerrville Native Recognized As National Intercollegiate  

Rodeo Coach of the Year 
  

 Al Wagner had his heart set on wrestling steers and 

riding bulls and bareback horses on the rodeo circuit while a 

student at Tivy High School in Kerrville. And that he did — 

until his Lutheran minister father said no more bulls. 

 He continued wrestling steers and riding bareback in  

rodeos through his college years at Texas A&M University 

— until he married and his wife said no more rodeos. Period. 

 “I said, ‘But I’m only 26! I could still …’,” Wagner 

recalled. “But she was right. We were starting a family. And when I quit, I was totally away from it for 

years. I never even went to a rodeo after that.”  

 By day, he’s a food technologist for Texas A&M AgriLife Extension. But his off-hours time as 

coach for the Texas A&M Rodeo Team has won Dr. Al Wagner (in red) the National Intercollegiate 

Rodeo Association Coach of the Year title. (Photo courtesy of Dr. Al Wagner). 

 Wagner earned a bachelor’s degree in agriculture education, worked in agriculture supply sales 

for a few years, then returned to school for a master’s. 

 “Dr. Ed Burns, a professor here at Texas A&M, convinced me that people had to eat and that 

led to a good career move,” Wagner said. “I got my master’s degree in food technology under him and 

then was hired by NASA for its space food program.” 

 Almost five years later, Wagner learned of a food technology job with the Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service, headquartered at his alma mater, and accepted the position with the  

provision that he would earn a doctoral degree. 

 At the time, Wagner didn’t imagine that the position, which he held until 2010, would  

ultimately steer him toward a gate back to the rodeo. 

  “So that’s my real job, and the rodeo is something different.” 

                     (Continued on next page) 

http://agrilifecdn3.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Wagner-Coach-Year.jpg


  Different indeed, Wagner was immersed in his career as AgriLife Extension food technologist  

during the mid-1990s when his years on the Texas A&M collegiate rodeo team bubbled up, and he was 

asked to be team’s faculty adviser. The second gate was opened — this time in a way that Wagner could  

re-associate with the rodeo for a lifetime. 

 “I’ve been working with them ever since,” he said. “We probably had about 10 kids when I  

started, and we now have more than 40.” While Wagner was clear on his role, this year his rodeo team 

made it clear that to them he is much more than an organizer of paperwork. They nominated him via a  

special presentation to the National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association, which voted Wagner as National 

Rodeo Coach of the Year. The City of Casper, Wyoming, also designated it “Al Wagner Day” during the 

event.  

Womens Landowner Program – October 3-4, 2016, Fredericksburg 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension will be hosting the second Bennett Trust Women’s 

Landowner Conference October 3-4, 2016 in Fredericksburg. This year’s program will be 

geared toward wildlife management. Some of the topics include; habitat management,  

rainwater harvesting, key points in developing hunting leases, management of hunting leases 

and financial management of hunting leases. Day two will include a hill country tour of area 

ranching and hunting operations. More information will be coming soon. 

Registration for the two day event to include all meals, tour transportation and materials is 

$75.00. Registration and updated information is online at 

 https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/BennettTrust  . 

Backyard Poultry Producers Should Take Precautions Against Salmonella 

 
COLLEGE STATION – Exposure to salmonella from live poultry can be prevented if producers take 

the necessary precautions, according to a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service specialist. 

The popularity of backyard poultry flocks has increased over the last several years, but recent  

outbreaks of salmonella highlight the need for public education about the risks to small producers, said 

Craig Coufal, AgriLife Extension poultry specialist, College Station. 

In late July, the Centers for Disease Control reported 611 cases of  

salmonella infections, including one death and 138 hospitalizations.  

According to the CDC, 32 percent of those infected were children  

5-years-old or younger. 

Backyard egg production has grown in popularity over the past  

several years, but producers should be aware of the risk of salmonella  

contamination. (Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service photo by  

Adam Russell)  

Epidemiologic, trace back, and laboratory findings linked the  

outbreaks to contact with live poultry, such as chicks and  

ducklings, from multiple hatcheries and affected backyard flocks,  

according to the CDC. 

Despite the presence of salmonella on poultry, residents with backyard flocks for egg and meat production 

can greatly reduce the probability of infection by taking precautions, Coufal said.  



Petting or holding live birds, handling eggs or working in areas frequented by birds, such as 

the coop, can expose people to salmonella.  

In most cases, soap and warm water is the solution, Coufal said. 

 “It’s really a hygiene issue,” he said. “Anytime you’re in contact with live birds or eggs, 

there’s a chance for transmission of salmonella. The key is to wash your hands and take precautions 

to prevent cross contamination to your mouth, the kitchen or food.” 

Coufal said the high percentage of young children exposed to salmonella during the outbreak 

highlights how the bacteria can be spread. 

“Kids love to play with baby chicks and ducklings,” he said. “If they then put their fingers in their 

mouths or touch food without washing their hands, they are putting the bacteria directly into their  

system, thus possibly resulting in illness.” 

Backyard producers can also protect flocks from exposure to salmonella and other bacteria 

and viruses by practicing good biosecurity, Coufal said. 

Producers shouldn’t share equipment or materials with other producers, he said. If sharing equipment, 

such as a coop, is necessary, it should be cleaned thoroughly with a bleach-based cleaner. 

Producers shouldn’t share equipment or materials with other producers, he said. If sharing equipment, 

such as a coop, is necessary, it should be cleaned thoroughly with a bleach-based cleaner. 

Simply visiting a neighbor’s backyard production area could lead to exposure of pathogens if 

precautions are not taken to prevent transmission, such as changing shoes or clothes. 

Coufal also recommends backyard producers purchase their chicks, ducklings and other fowl 

from reputable sources. 

“When you buy birds at a flea market or in the want ads you really don’t know where they are  

coming from,” he said. “There are no assurances of testing for diseases or the health status of the 

bird.” 

Coufal recommends purchasing birds from hatcheries or breeders that have certification 

through the National Poultry Improvement Plan. NPIP certification ensures birds are from healthy 

breeder flocks tested for severe diseases. However, NPIP certification does not guarantee birds are  

completely free of salmonella. 

Most chickens carry some form of the more than 2,000 types of salmonella, Coufal said. It’s 

a naturally occurring part of their microbial flora. Birds are carriers so they typically don’t show signs 

of the bacteria. 

“There is nothing wrong with having a backyard flock,” Coufal said. “But people do need to 

be aware of the potential health risks and the ways to avoid cross contamination from occurring.” 

Backyard producers should be aware that handling poultry, such as 

chickens and ducks or their eggs can  

expose them to salmonella. Practicing good hygiene, such as washing 

hands with warm water and soap is the best protection from the bac-

teria. (Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service photo by Adam Russell) 
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