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One Day 4-H - Dedication 
 

 National 4-H Week is celebrated each year 

during the first full week of October.  Over the last 

few years, Texas 4-H has dedicated one day during 

that week to unify the state’s efforts and celebrate 4-

H in a big way.  One Day 4-H brings 4-H members out 

within their counties to help their communities and 

celebrate the program.  This year, Jim Wells County 

held One Day 4-H at the Jim Wells County 

Fairgrounds on Saturday, October 8, 2016.  The event 

was dedicated to Ms Maria Valverde, “Ms Mary”, 

who recently passed away after a brief battle with 

pancreatic cancer.  Ms Mary was a parent of one of our former 4-H members and at the time of her 

passing, she served as the manager of Hoppin 4-H Club and president of the Jim Wells County 4-H Adult 

Leaders Association.  She was not just a volunteer, she was part of the Jim Wells County Extension and 

4-H Family.  A memorial service and balloon release was held in her honor to kick off the day’s events.   

Jim Wells County 4-H members then engaged themselves 

in several activities throughout the day.  For fun, the youth 

participated in a competition called Cup Cake Wars.  Both kids 

and parents put their skills to the test and had fun competing for 

the best decorated, most creative and best tasting cup cake in 

town.  The competition was definitely tough.   

Then it was off to community service.  The kids prepared 

and delivered meals for the fire departments in Orange Grove, 

Alice, Ben Bolt and Premont.  In support of a project called Brooks 

Blossoms, the 4-H members also made flower head bands for 

cancer patients who have lost their hair undergoing treatments. 
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Jim Wells County Fair 

 Each year, the Jim Wells County Fair is the 

highlight event of every 4-H/FFA youth exhibitor.  

This year was no different.  The Jim Wells County Fair 

Board of Directors along with 4-H/FFA members, 

parents, volunteers, County Extension Agents and 

Agriculture Science Teachers work tirelessly to make 

this event a success.  The grand finale of the event is 

the Junior Auction Sale on Saturday and this year it 

netted over $422,000.00 and an additional 

$70,000.00 in add-ons, bringing the total close to 

$500,000.00.   

Agents Rogelio Mercado and Barbie Wymore 

provide leadership to various aspects of the fair.  

Mercado coordinates the facilities and daily 

operations of the county crew.   Mercado also 

coordinates security for the event through the Jim 

Wells County Sheriff’s Department.  During Opening 

Ceremonies, Mercado serves as Master of Ceremonies 

and recognizes award winners along with the county 

elected officials for their continued support of the 

event.  Wymore is instrumental in ensuring the 4-H 

Concession Stand is operating and both Mercado and 

Wymore coordinate the volunteers responsible for 

the Jim Wells County 4-H Steak Dinner.  These annual fund raisers account for approximately $10,000.00 

in revenue for the program each year. 

District 4-H Food Show and Food Challenge 

 District 4-H events are a culmination of work from throughout the year 

in which 4-H members study, practice and attend learning sessions to learn 

subject matter knowledge, skills and public speaking.  The District 4-H Food 

Show and Food Challenge are examples of this dedication.  These events were 

held on Saturday, November 19, 2016 at the High School in Alice.  4-H 

members from across the district participated in this event.  Jim Wells County 

had 10 individuals participate in the 4-H Food Show and 4 teams participate in 

the 4-H Food Challenge.  One individual will advance to state in the food show 

and one team will advance to state in the food challenge. 



South Texas Beef 706 

 The first ever South Texas Beef 706 program 

wrapped up in early November, bringing to a close a 

five month educational program for 36 beef cattle 

producers in our area.  In May, seven head of feeder 

steers were evaluated and purchased through a mock 

auction at Gulf Coast Livestock Auction.  The cattle 

were then fed for 154 days at the King Ranch Feed 

Yard in Kingsville.  On October 25, the cattle were 

transported to Kane’s Processors in Corpus Christi 

where the participants evaluated the cattle and 

learned about live cattle grading.  The cattle were 

harvested that day.  The participants also received a 

tour of the processing plant.   The following week, 

program participants participated in a hands-on 

workshop at Texas A&M University Meats Lab in 

Kingsville where they had an opportunity to evaluate 

half of the carcass of their cattle and then fabricate 

into primal and sub-primal cuts.  The participants 

weighed and recorded data on the cuts, trim fat and 

bone to assess the cut-out value of their carcass.  The 

next day, the participants gathered for a seminar at 

the Kleberg Wildlife Center where they received the 

final data on the cattle’s performance in the feed 

yard, live value, carcass value, and expenses.  Agent 

Rogelio Mercado presented the final economic 

information to the group and awarded the winning 

group with prizes for their participation.   

This program was a joint effort of the County 

Extension Agents in Jim Wells, Nueces, San Patricio, 

Kleberg and Kenedy Counties, along with Livestock 

Specialist, Dr. Joe Paschal and Meat Science 

Specialist, Dr. Dan Hale.  The Texas Beef Council was 

responsible for the complete financial support of this 

program.  Gulf Coast Livestock Auction, King Ranch 

Feed Yard, Kane’s Processor and Texas A&M 

University-Kingsville were all partners in the program 

and their contributions are greatly appreciated. 

  



Farm Expo and Nutrient Management Seminar 

Well over 60 row crop producers and 

industry representatives participated in the Jim Wells 

County Farm Expo and Nutrient Management 

Seminar on Tuesday, November 8, 2016.  The event 

was held at the Rifle Club in Orange Grove.  

Approximately 10 industry representatives set up 

company displays and discussed with producers 

changes to crop and crop products and also provided 

an overview during the seminar.  The seminar 

focused on managing soil fertility and company representatives discussed soil mapping and precision 

technologies for the application of soil nutrients.  Other topics covered included commodity marketing 

and the continual battle against chemical weed resistance. 

Annual Interpretation Dinner 

 The Jim Wells County Leadership Advisory 

Board held their Annual Interpretation Dinner on 

Wednesday, December 14, 2016 at the Jim Wells 

County Fairgrounds Women’s Building in Alice.  Well 

over 40 program area committee members, elected 

officials and guests participated in the event.  Mr. 

Luis Saldaña, Extension Program Specialist for 4-H 

and Youth Development, served as the guest speaker 

for the event.     Mr. Saldaña discussed various 

aspects of successful youth development programs 

and the positive qualities that exemplify the 4-H 

program.   After his presentation, the Jim Wells 

County Extension Faculty provided a presentation on 

Extension program accomplishments for the year. 

Mercado highlighted the Beef 706 Program while 

Wymore talked about the accomplishments in the 4-

H Foods and Nutrition Projects.  Also, Healthy South 

Texas Youth Ambassador, Ashlyn Hesseltine updated 

the group on this year’s Walk Across Texas Program.   



Educational Contacts 
 

Educational contacts are an important measure for accountability in Extension educational 
programs.  Planning meetings, trainings and other coordinative efforts are ongoing throughout the year 
to ensure the success of our local Extension educational efforts.  Likewise, volunteers contribute greatly 
and their time multiplies the efforts of local Extension Faculty.  Below is a chart listing the educational 
contacts reported for the year (January 1 – September 30) of 2016. 
 
 Total Contacts    6,146 
  Ethnicity 
   White   2,183 
   Black           9 
   Hispanic  3,953 
   Asian           1 
  Age 
   Adult   2,617 
   Youth   3,529 
  Gender 
   Male   3,054 
   Female   3,092 
 
  



 

Jim Wells County Extension Faculty 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rogelio Mercado      Barbie Wymore 
County Extension Agent      County Extension Agent 
Agriculture and Natural Resources    4-H & Youth Development 
 

 

    Contact Us: 
 
     200 North Almond 
     P.O. Box 1370 
     Alice, Texas  78333 
     361-668-5705 ph 
     361-668-2802 fx 
 
 
 

 
Elaine Montemayor-Gonzalez 
Program Specialist 
Healthy South Texas 
 
 

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  


