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Horse Judging in Denver, Colorado 
 
Jim Wells County 4-H Members represented our 
county and the state of Texas well, having won 
Reserve Champion Honors in the Horse Judging 
Contest at the National Western 4-H Round Up in 
Denver, Colorado.  The team of Morgan Gunn, Taylor 
Gunn, Kaitlyn Hessek and Logan McBride qualified to 
participate in this contest last June by placing in the 
Top 3 teams at Texas 4-H Round Up which was held 
at Texas A&M University in College Station.  The team 
traveled to Denver and competed on Friday, January 
8 2016.  Competition was difficult with eleven states represented in the contest.  The horses being 
judged also presented a challenge for our judgers as the usual classes of American Quarter Horses were 
replaced with the refined breeds of Arabians and a draft horse breed from France, the Percheron.   The 
team excelled in the placing classes and defense reasons.  Congratulations !!! 
 

Healthy South Texas 
 

Jim Wells County is part of a special initiative called Healthy South Texas.  
Through this initiative, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension has been able to 
expand their network of specialists and agents in 27 south Texas 
counties.  Mrs. Elaine Montemayor-Gonzalez, who was previously our 
County Extension Agent for Family and Consumer Sciences, became the 
first Healthy South Texas Specialist hired and assumed her 
responsibilities on September 1, 2015.  Since then, various strides have 
been made to promote better health in Jim Wells County and the other 

26 counties in the area.  Local coalitions have been formed in each county and charged with the initial 
task of coordinating a Walk Across Texas program which is slated to start on February 14th.  The program 
challenges teams of eight individuals to log in their miles and cumulatively walk across Texas (832 miles) 
during an eight week period.  Under the leadership of Ms Barbie Wymore, County Extension Agent for 4-
H and Youth Development, the Jim Wells County Healthy South Texas Coalition held their kick-off event 
on, Saturday, February 13th and initially signed up 20 teams to participate.  Good luck to all the teams 
and we will find out who the winners are in April.  
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4-H Members Participate in Fort Worth, 
San Antonio and Houston 
 
Livestock shows are a major attraction and incentive for our 4-H members.  They provide the thrill of 
exhibiting livestock, participating in various contests, making new friends across the state and learning 
more about the livestock industry.  At stake are sale dollars and scholarship monies which many youth 
become eligible for at the end of their 4-H career.  This year, Jim Wells County 4-H members competed 
in Fort Worth, San Antonio and the Houston Livestock Shows.  Below is a list of the participants/teams 
which competed and some of the results from each event.   
 
Fort Worth:  Ashlyn, Elise and Mikayla Hesseltine exhibited their Simmental and 
Simbrah heifers at the Southwestern Livestock Exposition in Fort Worth.  Two 
Simmental heifers placed 4th in their class and the Simbrah heifer placed 3rd.  
Great job!!! 

 
San Antonio: Buddy Clegg placed 9th with his medium wool lamb; 
Clayton Rodriguez placed 5th with his Hampshire pig; Sara Benavides 
placed 6th with her Spotted Poland pig and all 3 made the Auction Sale. 
Cecily Rodriguez placed 7th High Point in Consumer Decision Making 
(CDM). The junior CDM team placed 11th and team members were Avery 

Mata, Adam Tijerina and Chelsea Munoz.  The intermediate team of Trevor Martinez, Emily Kalinec, and 
Makayla Rodriguez placed 12th. The senior CDM team of Ryan Lopez, Ryan Kalinec, Cecily Rodriguez and 
Logan McBryde placed 16th.  In the Simbrah/Simmental Superbowl, Mikayla Heseltine placed 6th in 
Showmanship and Elise Hesseltine placed 11th. Mikayla placed 1st in her class and Elise placed 4th. In 
the Junior Show, the Hesseltine Sisters placed 4, 6, and 7th.  
 
Houston:  Sara Benavides won her class with a Duroc pig and Laura 
Benavides placed 8th. Ethan Calvez placed 8th with his finewool 
lamb. Elise Hesseltine won her heifer class. Mikayla Hesseltine 
placed 3rd in her class and Ashlyn Hesseltine also placed 3rd in her 
class. Kaitlyn Hessek placed 10th in Horse Judging Reasons 
Division.  The Range Plant Identification Team of Elise Hesseltine, Emily Kalinec, Jake Russell and Chance 
Russell placed 10th with Chance being 18th high point individual and Jake being 20th.  The Agriculture 
Product Identification Team of Emily Kalinec, Taylor Gunn, and Kaitlyn Hessek  was 8th Place; David 
Gebert, Buddy Clegg, and Logan McBryde were 11th place; and Jake Russell, Chance Russell, Ryan Lopez, 
and Ryan Kalinec were 10th place. Great job!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Area Farmers Expecting a Good Year 
 
Jim Wells County farmers are far too familiar with the 
ups and downs of the agriculture industry, and this 
year is no different.  Commodity prices are low and 
are expected to continue on a downward slide into 
the growing season, especially if yields are good and 
supply increases.  However, producing a crop is way 
better than not producing one, and area farmers are 
optimistic that this year may end in a positive note.  
Last year’s fall rains have established good sub-soil 
moisture which in most years is devoid in this area.  
Early rains at the start of the year have also increased 
top soil moisture, setting up the planting season for a 
successful start.  With the help of various seed 
company representatives and local row crop farmer, Zach Adams, a result demonstration test plot for 
corn and grain sorghum varieties was established on Friday, February 19, 2016.  The plot is located on 
the corner of HWY 44 and FM 2044.  This demonstration has on display over 20 varieties of grain 
sorghum and 20 varieties of corn.  The varieties will be grown and harvested to evaluate overall 
performance in this area under this year’s growing conditions.  Also established in the plot is a grain 
sorghum population trial.  As input costs for a field continue to grow, farmers must evaluate ways  to 
reduce these costs without affecting performance or yield.  Eight different plant populations were 
established and will be evaluated at the time of harvest.  In June, these varieties will be marked with 
field signs and producers will be able to monitor the progress of these crops as they approach maturity.  
Stop by and see for yourself.   
 

Nutrition in the Schools 
 

School curriculum programs are an important way to reach new 
audiences in our community.  It provides a vehicle to introduce non-
traditional subject matter to the youth of our community.  This year, Ms 
Barbie Wymore, County Extension Agent for 4-H and Youth 
Development, and Mrs. Sylvia 
Gonzales, Program Assistant 
with the Better Living for Texas 
Program have been actively 
providing during school and 
after school programs for 
youth in the Ben Bolt and Palito 
Blanco Independent School 
District.  Programs have 
focused on healthy snacking, 

food preparation and food safety.  Students have learned to select healthier items, prepare meals and 
maintain food safety standards while preparing meals.  These life-long skills will help them at home and 
may even spark a future interest in the food service industry. 



Educational Contacts 
 
Educational contacts are an important measure for accountability in Extension educational programs.  
Planning meetings, trainings and other coordinative efforts are ongoing throughout the year to ensure 
the success of our local Extension educational efforts.  Likewise, volunteers contribute greatly and their 
time multiplies the efforts of local Extension Faculty.  Below is a chart listing the educational contacts 
reported for the first quarter (January 1 – March 31) of 2016. 
 
 Total Contacts    1,077 
  Ethnicity 
   White      371 
   Black          2 
   Hispanic     703 
   Asian          1 
  Age 
   Adult      438 
   Youth      639 
  Gender 
   Male      490 
   Female      587 
 
 

Community Service 
 
4-H members learn the importance of giving back to the community and consequently are engaged in 
several community service projects throughout the year.  Whether its raising funds for a good cause, 
cleaning up a community area, or donating items for the needy, you can always count on the leadership 
of our 4-H Club members, parents and leaders.  Below you will see our 4-H members serving as leaders 
in the school tours program during the San Antonio Livestock Exhibition.  Another group assembled “no 
sow quilts” and donated these to the needy.  Great work!!!   



 

Jim Wells County Extension Faculty 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rogelio Mercado      Barbie Wymore 
County Extension Agent     County Extension Agent 
Agriculture and Natural Resources    4-H & Youth Development 
 

 

    Contact Us: 
 
     200 North Almond 
     P.O. Box 1370 
     Alice, Texas  78333 
     361-668-5705 ph 
     361-668-2802 fx 
 
 
 

 
Elaine Montemayor-Gonzalez 
Program Specialist 
Healthy South Texas 
 
 
Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin.  

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  


