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In the Garden  

     If you made a mistake by not properly preparing your garden soil last spring, now is the 

time to correct it. This should be done before establishing the fall garden, because soil problems 
encountered during the spring growing season can be expected in the fall also. 

Adding liberal amounts of organic matter to all types of garden soils is a highly recommended 
practice. Hay, compost, rotten grass clippings, or leaves, applied to the garden surface 2 to 3 
inches deep and tilled or worked into the soil, greatly improve clays. 

Gypsum (calcium sulfate) added to a ‘sticky’ soil makes it more workable. Gypsum is a neutral 
product which does not increase or decrease the soil’s alkalinity. Not only is it a good soil condi-
tioner, but it also furnishes certain amounts of calcium, which may prevent such minor element 

Notes from my desk: 
The phones have been busy the last few months...questions on lawn 
pest (chinch bugs, mole crickets and grub worms), weeds (too numer-
ous to mention) and general maintenance. Also what time of year to 
prune landscape trees whether it is fruit, shade or flowering ones has 
been a reoccurring theme. I’ve also seen an increase in calls about 
wild bee swarms. Awareness for the need to rescue them instead of 
extermination when possible is also on the rise. 
 
 The end of summer saw several inches of rain, which our gardeners 
were glad to get, but fungi of all kind also liked the added moisture! 
However, keeping plants disease free can be difficult in these condi-
tions. Good sanitation is the key to holding down the spread of dis-
ease and sometimes the only way to get it under control.  
 
I’m looking forward to cold fronts making their way through our area 
and mornings with less humidity. Get out there and enjoy... 
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disorders as blossom-end rot of tomatoes and cabbage leaf-tip burn. 

Never add lime or wood ashes to alkaline soils. Use iron sulfate or a chelated iron product in the 
soil to prevent plant yellowing (iron chlorosis) caused by lack of iron. Adding fertilizer to the fall 
crop is necessary because spring fertilizer has washed out of the soil or been used for plant 
growth. Use a slow-release fertilizer at a rate of 3 pounds per 100 square feet. If manures are 
used, 20 to 50 pounds per 100 square feet should be adequate. In-
corporate fresh manure into the soil several weeks before planting. 

Mix the above ingredients into the garden, and add nematicide if 
necessary. A properly prepared soil insures a successful fall flower 
and vegetable garden rather than a disappointing failure. 

Additional amounts of fertilizer are needed later in the season to in-
sure optimum plant growth and production. Broccoli, cabbage, cauli-
flower, collards, kale, lettuce, mustard, spinach, and turnip greens 
require 1-1/2 to 2 ounces (4 tablespoons) of ammonium sulfate per 
10 feet of row 2 weeks after transplanting or 4 weeks after sowing 
seed. Flowering annuals require 2 ounces (4 tablespoons) of ammo-
nium sulfate every 4 to 8 weeks for the life of the plants  Excessive amounts of nitrogen reduce 
yields, or lower quality, or both. 

One of the best ways to water a garden is by using a drip irrigation system. Drip irrigation is the 
controlled application of water at a very low flow over a prolonged period. It differs from con-
ventional watering systems in that the soil is not supersaturated with water. When the rate of 
drip irrigation is adjusted correctly, there are no puddles of water, and no run-off. If puddling 
occurs, decrease the irrigation rate. 

Many types of drip systems are available. Some use small water-releasing mechanisms called 
emitters, which drip a certain volume of water when a specific water pressure is supplied. Many 
of these systems are prepackaged, and allow little versatility or adaptation to the various sizes 
and shapes of gardens. Other systems currently available in garden centers can be adapted easi-
ly to almost any garden size and situation. 

The most common has small holes pre-punched in plastic tubing at 12-inch intervals which al-
low the water to come out in small amounts. The tubes are placed along the plant rows so that 
root zones are moistened by the dripping water. To insure adequate moisture when the garden 
is planted, apply at least 2 inches of water to the planting zone before seeding or transplanting. 
This is referred to by farmers as pre-irrigation. Be sure rows are well firmed at the time of pre-
irrigation so the water moves laterally in the soil as well as downward. Sprinkling the entire gar-
den may be necessary to settle the soil enough for the drip irrigation water to move horizontally, 
and not go straight down the rows. 

Some of the crops that can still be planted in our area are beets, cabbage, carrots, lettuce, peas, 
spinach and turnip greens.  Approximate first killing frost is November 15th and the last is 
March 5th, so some protection may be needed. We had a hard winter last year and not too bad 
of a summer, we just never know what nature is going to dole out… 

Source: Texas Earth-Kind Landscape and Gardening Guidelines 
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 Fall is the time to finish harvesting warm-season crops, 
pull the plants and work a couple of inches of compost into 
the soil to get it ready for the next planting of cool-season 
vegetables. There is still time to plant cole crops like chard, as 
well as beets, carrots and turnips. This is prime time for 
planting lettuce, spinach, arugula and Asian greens. 

 Though vegetable gardening is the big draw, there are 
many cool-season plants that will add color to any landscape 
and should be considered. Some to think about are alyssum, 

stock, dianthus or ornamental kale/cabbage. This month is also a good time to es-
tablish perennials so that the plants can tolerate our hot summers. You can save 
some money by purchasing smaller plants now then by next summer they will have 
had the opportunity to reach their full size.  

 Fall is also the start of bulb-planting season, do any dividing of bulbs or other per-
ennials and reset those at the same depth they were previously growing then water 
them in well to settle the soil. It’s also fun to pot up a few for gifts or for planting 
later when a new bed is available. 

 This is a good time to establish roses, shrubs, trees and woody vines in the land-
scape. Look around your landscape and choose sites that are suitable to the species. 
These are long-term investments, so it pays to do it right. It is better to set a newly 
purchased plant aside and keep the pot well watered while taking the time needed 
to prepare the soil even if that means bringing in soil or installing drainage 
measures to make a poorly drained site more suitable for the plant.  

 Mulching trees, shrubs and vines is always a good idea to deter winter weeds and 
protect the soil surface from erosion. About 3 inches of mulch should be sufficient 
and don’t remove the old mulch but rather add fresh mulch on top. If you have fruit 
trees, remove any dried or fallen fruit while you are out working around the yard. 
Throw them in the trash or bury them to remove any source of disease infection to 
next year’s crop. Sanitation is an important part of  landscape maintenance.  
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 Cut watering back to one-half inch per week but even that is only needed if and 
when we don’t get any rain. Resist the urge to overwater; you lawn doesn’t need it 
and it only promotes more fall diseases. If your lawn has been plagued with brown 
patch in the past years, a preventative spray may be in order. This is normally not 
necessary, but once the circles appear, it’s too late for control. Avoiding overwa-
tering and over-fertilizing can help reduce problems with this disease. Mid to late 
October is the time to fertilize Texas lawns using a product with a 3-1-2 or 4-1-2 
ratio of nutrients. Be sure to water the fertilizer in with one-half inch water after 
application. 

 Leaf season will begin soon. Turning those leaves into rich compost is just a mat-
ter of stockpiling them for later use. If you don’t have a compost bin, purchasing 
or building one would be a wise investment. A compost bin can be as simple as a 
ring of wire or a box made from pallets. 

 As you finish mowing for the year, be ready to prepare your mower for winter 
storage. Clean off the dirt and grass sticking to the inside of the mower housing 
and remove the blade for sharpening so it will be ready to go next spring. Drain 
out the extra gasoline and run the mower until it stops to clear out the carburetor. 
Do the same for other gas-powered equipment. 

  

 

“Until man duplicates a blade of grass, nature can laugh at his so 
called scientific knowledge.” 

-  Thomas Edison  
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     Olive Trees 

     Texas has been known for its oil production for almost 150 years. 
Now, a new oil industry is sprouting in what may bring producers cash 
and consumers a local, edible choice — olive oil. 

Olive trees, native to the Mediterranean region, have been documented 
on almost 800 acres in the state and many affiliated with the new indus-
try believe the acreage is closer to 2,000, according to Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service horticulturists. 

For some growers, the new crop represents a niche that can be marketed 
to a consumer base that is seeking healthy foods produced locally. 

For Curtis Mickan, olive trees are a viable way to keep the 140-plus-year-old Williamson County farm in 
his family. 

“When I got ready to retire and my wife and I were talking about the future, I said if something happens 
to you and me, our grandkids will not be able to pay for the taxes on this farm,” Mickan said. “Growing 
wheat and corn on it wouldn’t pay. So I started making a study on what would be the best use of this 
land.” 

He narrowed the choices to having a vineyard or an olive orchard. His research had also determined 
that the U.S. is the third largest consumer of olive oil in the world, and most of the nation’s crop is in 
California. 

“I knew the olive industry was a new thing for Texas, because there weren’t any as far north as 
Georgetown,” Mickan said of his decision, which coincided with his grandson Josh Swafford’s Decem-
ber 2008 graduation from Texas A&M University with a bachelor’s in agriculture. The pair broke 
ground for their Central Texas Olive Ranch in January 2009. 

“At some point, you need to contribute to society, and my goal here was to produce something that the 
neighboring farmers can get involved in if they want to,” Mickan said. 

He built a building and bought an oil press from Italy knowing that not everyone who wants to grow ol-
ives will be able to buy a press. 

“So if someone wants to grow 10 or 15 acres, we’ll buy their fruit from them so that would be a produc-
tive thing for them and for us,” Mickan said. “The more olives we get to harvest and press, the better we 
are in the industry.” 

“Most of the pitfalls we’ve had the opportunity and challenge to overcome. If someone asks us ‘what do I 
do now?,’ we could probably tell them because we’ve been there, done that,” Mickan said. 

At a recent field day at Mickan’s 33-acre olive grove, AgriLife Extension horticulturists discussed the 
likely challenges in olive production for about 80 attendants. 

Chief among the challenges is climate, according to Monte Nesbitt, AgriLife Extension horticulturist 
based in College Station. 

“Olives are a Mediterranean crop. The severe, occasional freezes we get in Texas can be a problem,” 
Nesbitt said. 

He said many people have expressed interest in olive production either for a small acreage or a larger 
commercial operation, so he has teamed with fellow AgriLife Extension horticulturists Drs. Larry Stein 
of Uvalde and Jim Kamas of Fredericksburg to determine the best growing conditions, soil types, varie-
ties and fertility needs. 

“We’ve got a lot of questions and we have a lot of interest and energy, so we expect to learn a lot in the 
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next couple of years,” he said. 

This isn’t the first time Texas growers have eyed olive trees. Texas A&M AgriLife Research scientist Earnest 
Mortensen studied his olive tree planting in the Carrizo Springs area in the 1930s. Some of his trees still survive. 
Another resurgence of interest took place in the 1970s and 1980s. The most recent and long-standing effort to 
produce olives began in the late 1990s, Nesbitt said, and included the establishment of the Texas Olive Oil Coun-
cil in 1994. 

In 2002, the U.S. Department of Agriculture census had no record of olive production in Texas, Nesbitt noted. 
The 2012 census recorded 760 acres of olives in the state. 

“We think there is probably double that,” he said. “And there are lots of new plantings going in as well.” 

The main lesson from previous plantings, Nesbitt said, is that olive trees are limited most by climate. They begin 
to grow when temperatures reach about 70 degrees in the spring, but they only set fruit after experiencing night 
temperatures of 35-50 degrees followed by less than 80 degree daytime temperatures. 

Swafford noted that their acreage suffered a debilitating freeze in March that reduced the trees to tumbleweed 
look-alikes. Fortunately, most of the trees recovered and grew so much that he pruned them severely in order to 
encourage olive development. 

His olive trees grow in a high-density planting method and a drip irrigation system. With a variety of soils on the 
land and so many rocks that he suggests visitors take one with them, Swafford said caliche has yielded the best 
growth thus far. 

Kamas said those interested in growing olives must keep weeds out of the orchard. 

“What do weeds compete for? Light, nutrients and water,” he said. “Weed control is critical for the establish-
ment of any perennial crop.” 

Cotton root rot, a long-established disease in much of the state, has been a problem for young trees, according to 
Stein. 

He said another challenge to consider is how to grow the trees in terms of how many per acre, what varieties to 
plant and how they will be harvested. 

“You have to work out the numbers for you,” Stein told the field day attendees. “Some of you may want an acre 
of trees, some of you may want 10 trees.” 

Stein said AgriLife Extension will be planting numerous trials in 2015 to help research the best practices for ol-
ive growing in Texas, which will give guidance for prospective growers. 

“I’m grateful that I’m here to witness it. You never know when you start one of these 

things how long it’s going to take to develop,” Mickan said of his orchard and the indus-

try. “But we’re pleased. We knew there would be some difficulties. Every time you turn, 

there’s a challenge. But we’ve met those challenges and hopefully next year we’ll start 

having a fairly decent crop. The trees are five years old, between five and seven years is 

when they start producing really good crops. I’m looking forward to that.” 

                    

          Source: today.agrilife.org, Article by Kathleen Phillips 
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      I was reminded the other day of the old saying “You’re never more than five 
feet from a spider”.  I was working on the computer when I glanced up from my 
keyboard to look into the face of a BIG wolf spider. It was sitting on the base of my 
computer monitor about 2 feet away. 

After the initial startle reaction (even entomologists are human) I had to smile.  I 
really do like spiders–if not especially on my keyboard–and I was thinking how 
most of my non-entomologist friends would react to such a close encounter with a 
wolf spider. 

Wolf spiders are very common around 
homes, even in our supposedly sterile mani-
cured Texas lawns.  One year I did a little ex-
periment in my back yard and poured a 
bucket full of soapy water on a couple of 
square feet (this is a common method used 
to flush insects hiding in turf).  By far the 
most common thing to come crawling to the 
tips of the grass were wolf spiders, over a 
dozen.  It was a good reminder that even rel-
atively simple ecosystems like lawns have an impressive amount of biological activ-
ity.  It also explains why wolf spiders are one of the most common spiders submit-
ted to my office for identification… it’s only a short jog from the lawn to that little 
crack under the house door. 

Wolf spiders are hunting spiders.  This means they don’t sit passively on their web, 
but go out and search for food. Unlike their namesakes, they don’t necessarily 
chase down prey, but go to a likely location and wait for a tasty insect or other 
small arthropod to come along. When things get slow, they pick up and move to a 
new location.  According Richard Bradley’s Common Spiders of North America, 
there are at least 238 different species of wolf spiders in America north of Mexico. 
 They can be found in just about any habitat, from the beach tidal zones to the 
highest mountaintops.  Most wolf spiders are nocturnal, coming out at night to 
hunt. 

One thing I didn’t know about wolf spiders, till reading Bradley’s book was that 
they use silk draglines to keep in touch with other wolf spiders.  When wolf spiders 
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wander, they lay down these silk lines.  When a male spider encounters the line of 
a female, he may follow it to find her (the original pick-up line?). 

This time of year, in mid-summer, female wolf spiders may frequently be seen 
carrying egg sacs, and eventually  brood, on their backs.  This type of parental 
care allows the female to regulate temperatures for the eggs and young, and gives 
an added degree of protection during their young lives. 

A great activity to do with kids (or just for yourself) is to go out in the lawn (or 
even better, an un-mowed field) at night with a flashlight.  Put the flashlight up 
next to your face and shine it in the grass or weeds.  It normally doesn’t take long 
to notice little sets of reflective eyes shining back at you.  Chances are these are 
wolf spiders.  The main pair of eyes on wolf spiders face forward and are large 
enough to reflect light that can be seen by human eyes.  If you have a cup and a 
credit card you can usually catch these spiders and admire them before releasing 
them back to their natural haunts. 

After having its picture taken, my spider ended up being transported to the green 
lawn outside my office.  I encourage you to do the same the next time you see a 
big wolf spider indoors.  It won’t be able to hear your screams anyway. 
 
Source: Insects in the City, Article by Mike Merchant, Texas A&M Entomology 
Specialist 
 

    “If you want to live and thrive, 
let the spider run alive.” 

American Quaker Saying 
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1225 Pearl Street, Suite 200 
Beaumont, TX  77701 

Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service 

Phone: 409-835-8461 
Fax: 409-839-2310 
E-mail: jefferson-tx@tamu.edu 

We’re on the Web! 

http://jefferson.agrilife.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Jefferson County Office of Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service educates 
Texans in all areas of agriculture including 
horticulture, marine sciences, 
environmental stewardship, youth and 
adult life skills, human capital and 
leadership, and community economic 
development. We offer the knowledge 
resources of Texas A&M and Prairie View 
A&M Universities to educate Texans for 
self-improvement, individual action and 
community problem solving. We, the 
Jefferson County Office of Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service, are part of a 
statewide educational network and a 
member of the Texas A&M University 
System linked in a unique partnership with 
the nationwide Cooperative Extension 
System and Jefferson County 
Commissioners Court. 
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 Jefferson County Master Gardener 

Annual Fall Plant Sale 

October 18th, 8:00 to 1:00 

Jack Brooks Airport 


