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In the Garden  

					Here in Southeast Texas we know  all too well 
the summer heat can be brutal and dangerous. Heat 
stroke is a real concern and tends to sneak up on us 
even when we think we are doing okay. Take care to 
drink a lot of water as you work in the garden and take 
breaks periodically to go sit in the shade. The morning 
hours are actually a pleasant time to work outdoors. 

 Notes from my desk: 
In the months of June and July I received many inquiries, 
most by phone and email but also several residents came  
by the office.  Their questions ranging from fruit and land-
scape trees to shrubs, vegetable and flower gardens, lawns 
and all the diseases and pests that affect them. 
 
New or never before seen insects (at least in large quanti-
ties) was a popular topic as always. I also went out on sev-
eral site visits this month to address issues, as sometimes 
that’s the only way to get all the information needed to re-
solve a problem or question.  
 
We also completed another successful Master Gardener 
Short Course and look forward to the coming year. It is al-
ways exciting to share the enthusiasm of the new interns. 
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IN THE GARDEN 

Shifting gardening to the early morning hours allows for more work to get done un-
der better conditions. It can be a pleasant experience to be out early in the morning 
with a cup of coffee or tea to watch the landscape and garden 
wake up. That is also the best time of day to harvest vegetables 
for top quality.  

The summer sun is another danger not to be taken lightly. Sun 
damage to the skin can be cumulative, wear a long-sleeved 
shirt and a hat with a wide brim. For those who think long 
sleeves are for winter, long-sleeved cotton shirts are cooler on 
a sunny summer day because they block the sun and absorb 
perspiration. Use a sunscreen with a high SPF number to pro-
tect exposed areas. 

Summer may be a dormant season for some, but it need 
not be a season of parched earth and the fried remains of 
the spring garden. Summer is a good time to be gardening 
if we take a few precautions and keep the water hose near-
by to maintain moist soil for our plants. In fact we can 
grow quite a number of things successfully, and with a lit-
tle wisdom and an adjustment in the work schedule we 
can even enjoy the summer season out in the garden. Take 
advantage of some early-morning and late-afternoon 
hours to get out and make your summer garden a beautiful 

and productive one.                       

          

      

 

“Let us not forget that the cultivation of 
the earth is the most important labor of 
man. When tillage begins, other arts 
will follow. The farmers, therefore, are 
the founders of civilization.” 

Daniel Webster 



 

 

Registration 8:30—9 
Program 9:00 — 4 

.Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact 
Cary Erickson, Jefferson County Human Resources Director at (409) 839-2391 five working days prior to the meeting so 
appropriate arrangements can be made. 

$25 includes both  
sessions and lunch 

SATURDAY, September 13 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
Auditorium 

1225 Pearl Street, #200 
Downtown Beaumont 

(corner of Franklin & Pearl) 

BEEKEEPING FOR BEGINNERS 

Special Guest Speakers:  Bryan and Tammy 
Muldrow, Local Beekeepers, 

Morning Session: “Introduction to Beekeeping” 

Afternoon Session: “Top Bar Hives” 

Pre-Registration Required by September 1 

Sponsored by Jefferson County Horticulture Committee 
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						Well from now until fall it’s going to be hot, hot and 
hotter! When watering the garden, remember to water with 
a good, deep soaking to wet a volume of soil so an extensive 
root system can develop to sustain the plants in this heat. 
Plants pump a lot of water in hot weather and if water is 
limited, growth and production will be decreased signifi-
cantly. Keeping the soil soggy wet for extended periods of 
time is also detrimental to the plants. 

 August is the time to think about your fall-gardening sea-
son, bush beans, broccoli, sweet corn, southern peas and 
Irish potatoes are some of these crops. If you don’t delay 

planting your will have a crop before the first frost shuts them down.  The seeds may 
struggle in the heat, so a little shade over the seed row is helpful. Watch for pest on 
any tender seedlings, they are just too tempting for grasshoppers, caterpillars and bee-
tles. 

Plants like yellow bells, pride of Barbados, plumbago, salvias and cupheas keep 
blooming in the heat. Foliage plants that shine in the heat are variegated cannas, cop-
per plant, Persian shield and purple heat. 

 Mulch is always good to add whether it is the vegetable garden or flower bed, three 
inches of leaves, 4-6 sheets of newspaper covered with organic matter, pine needles, 
dried grass clippings or spent hay. 

Prune roses by cutting them back by 1/3 late in August. Then fertilize and water them 
well to promote new growth for a great bloom-show in mid-fall. Do some research 
now if you would like to add roses since fall will be a great time to plant them in your 
landscape.  

Young woody ornamentals will continue to need a good soaking once a week. 
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Fruit trees set fruit buds for next year’s crop in late summer to fall and they need to 
be watched closely to ensure they don’t lack for water. Next year’s fruit crop can be 
adversely affected if they don’t have adequate moisture. Weeds are a big competitor 
for water and nutrients. Keep them pulled or hoed out and maintain a good layer of 
mulch to deter regrowth. Stop fertilizing fruit plants to allow them time to slow-grow 
as they move into fall and prepare for winter. This is especially important for species 
such as figs and citrus trees.                                                                                                    

Keep mowing regularly and returning those clippings to feed the turf. Cool-season 
weeds will be sprouting next month, so take all necessary steps to build the densest 
lawn you can now. If you have areas where the turf has died, this month continues to 
be a good time to re-sod or plant plugs to fill in by the end of the season. Take extra 
care to water often to help the new grass become established. New sod needs to be 
sprinkled once daily for a few days and then every other day for a week or two. Then 
you can wean it off to once a week over the coming month. 

Lastly, check over houseplants that spent the summer outdoors. Look for scale, mealy 
bugs, aphids and whiteflies so that if any of these pests are present you can take 
measures now before bringing them in this fall         

 

 

“Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the grass under the 
trees on a summer’s day, listening to the murmur of water, or 
watching the clouds float across the blue sky, is by no means 

waste of time. “ 

~John Lubbock, "Recreation," The Use of Life, 1894 
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FEATURED  PLANT 

Satsuma Orange Frost 

        David Rodriguez, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service agent for horticulture in Bexar 
County and member of the Texas Superstar selection board says Satsuma Orange Frost really is 
a sweet citrus in more ways than one, and that’s why it was picked by the Texas Superstar 
board this year. All Texas Superstar plants undergo extensive tests throughout the state by Tex-
as A&M AgriLife Research and AgriLife Extension horticulturists, said Dr. Brent Pemberton, 
AgriLife Research horticulturist and chair of the Texas Superstar executive board, Overton. 

Other Satsuma oranges have drawn the attention of the board, 
particularly Satsuma Miho, which was picked as a 2010 Super-
star.  Before that, because many Satsuma mandarin varieties do 
well under Texas conditions, they were promoted as a group in 
1993, according to Rodriguez, but Miho was the first individual 
plant selected. 
The previous recommendations for Satsumas in many parts of 
Texas were mainly as container plants or patio plants, and they 

had to be brought indoors if temperatures threatened to drop below 25 degrees. But in one test, 
mature Mihos were exposed to about 20 degrees without showing damage to the wood. But 
Satsuma Orange Frost mandarins are even more cold tolerant than Miho. 

“This Texas Superstar should expand the planting zone for citrus in the ground moving as far 

north as U.S. Department of Agriculture plant hardiness zone 8, which means even parts of the 

Panhandle,” said Dr. Larry Stein, AgriLife Extension horticulturist, Uvalde, and another Texas 

Superstar Board member. 

“Some protection will still be required in the establishment phase,” Rodriguez said. “Orange 

Frost is a true crossed variety, and not a graft onto sour orange rootstock as are many cold-

tolerant oranges and mandarins. This means trees with a well-established root system will 

eventually come back true even if frozen back.” 

The tree will also work well in containers. The soil must have good fertility – once a month with 

water-soluble fertilizer will serve — and the container must be well-drained. 

 

Rodriguez noted that Orange Frost was the result of years of work by Dr. Ying Doon Moy, re-

nowned plant breeder at the San Antonio Botanical Garden, according to Rodriguez. 
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Moy selected Orange Frost in 2005 as a “single unique tree that resulted from an embryo rescue of a 

seed obtained from a cross made by Moy in 1998 between the tangerine Citrus reticulata Changsha, 

and an unnamed seedling of a mandarin Citrus reticulata unshui as the male parent,” Stein said. 

Rodriguez said Moy’s career is a story of its own merit. 

Moy passed away in 2012, but Rodriguez highly recom-

mended an online biography of the horticulturist at 

http://plantanswers.com/heroes/YingDoonMoy.html . 

“Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first ac-

complished by stem cuttings in San Antonio in 2005 by 

Stein and Jerry Parsons,” Rodriguez said. 

Parsons is a retired AgriLife Extension horticulturist in 

San Antonio. 

Rodriguez noted that Green Leaf Nursery in El Campo currently has exclusive rights to propagate and 

sell the plant wholesale. But the nursery sells to most garden centers and home improvement stores 

throughout Texas. 

Texas Superstar is a registered trademark owned by AgriLife Research, a state agency that is part of the 

Texas A&M University System. More information about the Texas Superstar program can be found at 

http://texassuperstar.com/. 

Along with Pemberton, Stein and Rodriguez, other Texas Superstar board members include Dr. Cyn-

thia McKenney, Texas Tech University, Lubbock; Dr. Mike Arnold, AgriLife Research, College Station; 

Dr. Dan Lineberger, AgriLife Research, College Station; and Dr. Tim Davis, AgriLife Research, College 

Station. 

Source: AgriLife Today, Article by Robert Barns 

 

Satsuma Benefits 

Low in calories and rich in minerals, vitamins, and other essential nutrients, you 

can include one or two oranges in your diet daily. Add it to your salad or baked 

goodies for a refreshing and invigorating fragrance and taste. 
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          Where are you on the mosquito attractiveness 
scale?  Are you a “1″ or a “10″?    Science seems to agree 
that people do vary substantially in their attractiveness 
to mosquitoes; but the exact mechanisms remain un-
known. Dr. Mustapha Debboun, a military entomolo-

gist and one of the leading researchers on insect repellents in the U.S. said, “We 
know some people are more attractive to mosquitoes, but we still don’t know exact-
ly why, or all the compounds involved.” 

It turns out that the question is difficult.  Many studies suggest that this or that 
chemical is attractive to a certain type of mosquito; but results vary according to 
mosquito, the concentration of the particular chemical, and levels of other human 
odor components. 

Depending on who you read, the number of human volatile chemicals emitted from 
the skin vary from 100 or so, to over 200 different compounds.  We know that mos-
quitoes are attracted by some of these chemicals, especially carbon dioxide, lactic 
acid, and octenol.  But things are more complicated.  We know, for example, that 
some of the chemicals known to attract mosquitoes can be repellent in the wrong 
concentrations.  Other chemicals we produce mostly repel mosquitoes.  Add to this 
the fact that mosquitoes are also influenced by body heat and humidity, and the sit-
uation gets complex quickly.  When given a choice, mosquitoes always prefer a real 
human to a trap emitting CO2, lactic acid and octenol. 

One of the most recent areas of research interest is the effect of skin-inhabiting bac-
teria on body odor and attraction to mosquitoes.  Despite our cultural obsession 
with cleanliness and daily showers, we all harbor lots of bacteria on our skin.  Up to 
3% of our total body weight is estimated to consist of the bacteria in our gut, in our 
mouths and nose and on our skin.  Most skin bacteria are not necessarily harmful to 
us, but feed on the various oils and fatty acids emitted by the skin.  The 
waste products of this daily banquet are chemical compounds excreted by bacteria, 
some of which are also attractive (or repellent) to mosquitoes. 
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Dr. Debboun was asked whether there was any truth to the fact that people who 
consume alcohol are more attractive to mosquitoes.  Statements in a couple of 
sources refer to alcohol consumption as one of the more well established factors 
that can increase a person’s attractiveness to mosquitoes.  He admitted there was 
some anecdotal relationships between beer and bites, but insisted that even if it is 
true, we still lack solid evidence to show why alcohol would make us more attractive 
to mosquitoes.  Similarly, he said, there is no proof that taking Vitamin B, as 
claimed by many, confers repellency to mosquitoes. 

We know that some externally applied compounds can make us either repellent or 
chemically invisible to mosquitoes.  The best example is DEET, the most popular 
and effective ingredient in insect repellents.  In common use since the 1950s, scien-
tists still argue about how exactly DEET works.  It appears that DEET acts by block-
ing antennal receptors (where insects smell) to prevent them from sensing our body 
chemicals, especially lactic acid. But the complete picture of how DEET works so 
well is still debated. 

Regardless of how they work, it is critical for all of us who spend time outdoors this 
summer to make use of a good repellent.  For a comparison of the major repellents, 
see the repellent calculator provided by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

One researcher suggests that perhaps the key is not how attractive we are to mos-
quitoes.  It’s who we hang out with.  To protect yourself 
from mosquitoes you just need to find someone who is 
more attractive than you are and hang out with them.  

Source: Insects in the City, Author:  
Mike Merchant, Professor and Extension  
Specialist  
 

A man thinks he amounts to a great 
deal but to a flea or a mosquito a human 
being is merely something good to eat. 

(Quote by - Don Marquis ) 
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1225 Pearl Street, Suite 200 
Beaumont, TX  77701 

Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service 

Phone: 409-835-8461 
Fax: 409-839-2310 
E-mail: jefferson-tx@tamu.edu 

We’re on the Web! 

http://jefferson.agrilife.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Jefferson County Office of Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service educates 
Texans in all areas of agriculture including 
horticulture, marine sciences, 
environmental stewardship, youth and 
adult life skills, human capital and 
leadership, and community economic 
development. We offer the knowledge 
resources of Texas A&M and Prairie View 
A&M Universities to educate Texans for 
self-improvement, individual action and 
community problem solving. We, the 
Jefferson County Office of Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service, are part of a 
statewide educational network and a 
member of the Texas A&M University 
System linked in a unique partnership with 
the nationwide Cooperative Extension 
System and Jefferson County 
Commissioners Court. 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. 
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Check our web site  

 for any events that are scheduled in the future... 

Beekeeping For Beginners 

Saturday, September 13, 9 - 4pm 

$25 per person, includes lunch 

Call to pre-register by September 1 


