
TWIC & THE FISHERMAN  

by Port Arthur Area Shrimpers Association & the Apostleship of the Sea - USA 

Because our area has so many Maritime Transportation Security Act regulated Facilities, Father Oubre has 
prepared this flyer to let our local fishing community know about the arrival of the Transportation Worker 
Identification Credential and the new security regime with which will come with it. Though fishermen do 
not have to have a TWIC, public and private facilities with MTSA security plans, who may have previously 
allowed fishermen to dock their boats, or take on stores may be off limits, or require security escorts.  The 
local; CG security expert review this flyer to make sure I had the essentials.  Hopefully by passing this docu-
ment out to the local fishermen, it will assist them in understanding the changes that have taken place in 
some of our ports already and will be happening here on April 14, 2009.   

 

What is the TWIC? It is the common identification credential for all personnel requiring unescorted access to 
secure areas of Maritime Transportation Security Act-regulated facilities and vessels, and all mariners holding 
Coast Guard issued credentials. 

What are the MTSA-regulated Facilities?  Just about every facility where a ship, tug or barge can dock is a 
MTSA-regulated facility and will require TWIC's for persons seeking unaccompanied access through the facil-
ity to the vessel. 

Are there any non-MTSA-regulated Facilities where a TWIC is not needed?  Yes! Most waterside facilities are 
MTSA-regulated facilities. However most places where fishermen dock are not MTSA regulated facilities:  

Fishing Piers*Fish Houses*Fish Processing Facilities*Shipyeard*Marinas 

Do I need to get a TWIC?   No! If you operate or crew a fishing vessel that does not require Coast Guard is-
sued credentials, you do not need to get a TWIC. 

So, if fishermen don’t have to get a TWIC, and its not required where I dock my boat, why do I care?   After 
September 11, 2001, many facilities that had previously welcomed fishermen and their boats instituted new 
restriction or closed their facilities. 

When will all this happen?  All MTSA regulated facilities under the authority of the Captain of Port for the 
Marine Safety Unit of Port Arthur (Beaumont, Port Arthur, Orange, Lake Charles and Cameron) will come 
into full compliance with TWIC regulations on April 14, 2009. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUESTIONS, CONTACT 

Bob Stegall, MSU-Port Security Specialist 

409-723-6523   Robert.W.Stegall@uscg.mil 



Q  &  A with the POND GUY 
Q: There is a brown rust like film/oil slick covering my pond. Do you have an idea what this  
      might be and how to get rid of it? 
A: There are several thing this could be: Algae, duckweed, watermeal or pollen.   
Determining if algae is a problem:  Filamentous algae will float around the pond’s edges in mats 
while Planktonic algae will make the whole body of water to look like a “pea soup” green color. 
If Duckweed or Watermeal is the problem:   Duckweed and watermeal are very rapid growers and 
will cover an entire pond if they get out of control.  Duckweed is a small plant the size of a pencil 
eraser, while watermeal is about the size of the tip of a pencil.  
Determining Pollen is the Problem:  What may look like a greenish, brownish algae, may actually 
be pollen.  Pollen may even cause an oil-slick film on the surface of the pond. There is no magic 
product that will give you a quick fix. Many times a heavy rain will settle it to the bottom.  In many 
cases if your pond receives good circulation from an aerator you will not 
see pollen becoming much of a problem. 
 
Q: When do I start my aeration system? In the Spring? Do we start 
      It slowly? 
A: Ideally, your aeration system should run all year long. By running it all 

year long, this will prevent possible winter fish kills. But if you shut 
your aeration system down in the winter for recreational purposes, 
you will want to start it back up when the weather warms up.  I would 
highly suggest starting the aeration system slowly, similar to when you 
first installed the system.   

USDA AQUACULTURE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
The following information is regarding the USDA Aquaculture Assistance Program: 
The program will flow through the USDA to the TDA; TDA will administer the grants; TDA has been 
given no instructions thus far as to timing, applications, requirements, etc.; TDA will send out info on 
the program as soon as they get it, to all aquaculture producers in its database; The March 9th 
deadline for TDA to submit to USDA the total feed used in Texas for 2007 was met and the pro-
ducer’s average percentage of costs that feed represented for 2008 was also submitted, as required 
by the amount of feed sold to Texas in 2007 was sent to the USDA. This amount will be used to de-
termine the amount of assistance monies sent to Texas by USDA for distribution by TDA.  The crite-
ria set for Texas producer’s eligibility to receive assistance from the program has not been set yet, 
but producers will be notified when the assistance monies are available through TDA.  Most likely 
the first criteria for a producer to be eligible to apply for assistance is that the producer must have a 
current Fish Farming License from TDA. 

 
To read the text of the program, go to the website  
http://readthestimulus.org/index.php?query=aquaculture.  In each section, click 
on the title at the top and the full text will appear. 



Pond Management Seminar 
May 14, 2009 

6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
J B’s Barbeque 

 5750 Old Hwy 90 
Orange, Texas  77630 

1.5 CEU’s offered 

Topics : 

Design & Construction 
Stocking 

Renovation 

Please RSVP to: 

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact Texas AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice, Orange County at (409) 882-7010, five working days prior to the meeting so appropriate  arrangements can be made. Programs conducted by the Texas 
AgriLife Extension Service serves people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin.  The Texas A 
& M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture and the County Commission-ers’ Court of Texas Cooperating. 

ATTENTION 
ORANGE, HARDIN, & JEFFERSON 

COUNTIES! 

 
Orange County Extension Office 

409-882-7010 



COASTAL & MARINE 

RESOURCE  NEWS 

Terrie Looney, CEA 

Coastal Marine Resource Agent 

Jefferson/Chambers Counties 

1225 Pearl Street, Suite 200 

Beaumont, Texas    77701 

Catch Us on the Web! 

http://Jefferson-tx.tamu.edu 


