
 

Educational programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or national origin. The 
Texas A&M System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas  Cooperating. 

Brock Fry 
bafry@ag.tamu.edu 
CEA AG/NR agent 
bafry@ag.tamu.edu 

 

Cindy VanDevender  
Family & Consumer Sciences 

cvandeve@ag.tamu.edu 
 

Texas A&M AgriLife  
Extension Service, Jasper County 

103 E. Houston St.  
Jasper, TX 75951—409-384-3721 

Jasper County Extension newsletter 

    PAT class in NEWTON  
March 24, 2014, 9 am 

Testing in Orange on 3/26 

read details on page 4  

 SPRING 2014 

Agriculture & Natural Resources 

Family & Consumer Sciences 

County website:  

Jasper.agrilife.org 

Azalea Festival & 
Master Gardener 

plant sale 
March 15, 9 AM — 4 PM 
on the Jasper County 

courthouse square 

New Ag/NR agent Brock Fry 
now in Jasper County 

 

Brock Fry says, “It is with 
much pleasure that I join the Jas-
per County Extension office.  I 
have the utmost respect for cur-
rent great job that the Jasper 
County Extension office provides 
to the stakeholders, landowners, 
businesses, and community of 
Jasper County.   

“I hope to promote Jasper 
County as place for recreation, 
higher paying jobs, and a great 
place for agriculture. I look for-
ward to meeting you all, learning 
and growing with you.”  

Brock Fry earned his B.S. and  M.S. degrees in Animal Science 
from Angelo State University in San Angelo, Texas.  He trans-
ferred to Jasper County from Jefferson, TX in Marion County.    

Celebrate spring with the Chamber 
of Commerce’s 26th annual Azalea 
Festival—arts & crafts, food jewelry, 
pet adoptions and more. 

Jasper Master Gardeners and 
Master Naturalists will have information booths on the northeast 
corner, and will hold a plant sale fundraiser both on the square and 
at the Outdoor Learning Center 2 blocks south on Water Street.  

Be sure to visit the Fire Hall next door for the Library Book Sale, 
and then when you head back to the square, don’t forget to stop at 
the Jasper County Historical Museum to see what’s new.  

Weenie dog races, children’s activities & more. THEN go the 

10th annual Jasper Air Show —more info on page 2.  

Please drop by our 

office and say Howdy 

Highlights inside: 
Free grape pruning workshop            p.2 

New Resources & events  p.3 

Local events                                       p.4 

PAT class, testing & CEUs                 p.4 

Outdoor Swap Meet                           p.5 

Farmers market                                  p.6 

Arboretum & Outdoor Learning          p.7 

Texas A&M AgriLife news                  p.8 

Plant Sales     p.9 

Annual 4-H Flag fundraiser  p.9 

Statewide news            p.10 

 Restock your herd? 

 Take Care of Texas 

 Recent fereezes affect fruit? 

 Drought & wildfire resource 

  

     Do you know a noodler? 
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    This is normally only offered only 

as  a master gardener workshop, but 

this year we are opening it up to the 

public because there has been so 

much interest in learning more about 

Texas’ native grapes. 

Air Show & Fly-In on Saturday & Sunday, March 15-16, at Bell Field Airport, Highway 190 West in Jasper. 

New this year: World War II Bomber “Devil Dog” B-25 from Georgetown.  Go to KJAS.com for the full list of 
performers and their schedule.  

Gates open at 9:00 a.m. for static display on both days. Arm Bands are available at KJAS Radio in advance, 
and at the gate.   
***Due to FAA and DOT Regulations: Ice Chests, Large Back Packs, Containers, Animals or Pets will NOT be 
allowed on Airport Grounds*** 

Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 1356 of Leesville, LA will give FREE flights to children ages 8-17 

FREE — CEUs for master gardeners, guests welcome 

HHOWOW  TOTO  PPRUNERUNE  &&    
PPROPAGATEROPAGATE  GRAPEGRAPE  VINESVINES  

Tuesday after work: March 11, 2014 
5:30 pm until dark 

muscadine vineyard 
PPRUNINGRUNING  & & PROPAGATIONPROPAGATION  

HHANDSANDS--ONON  WORKSHOPWORKSHOP  

Directions from Jasper   

Hwy 190 & Springhill Road (252)  
near CJMH hospital/Holiday Inn : 

 

Go 2.9 Miles South On FM 252 
Turn EAST (left) on CR 297 

go approx. 1 mile,  
vineyard on your right 

409-382-3317 Remember: 

 there are no 

“conveniences” 

Dress weather-appropriate including 

mud-worthy shoes & work gloves;  

pruning shears if you have ‘em; 

this is a hands-on class 
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Wondering when to 
schedule that trip to see  

wildflowers in  
Central Texas? 

 

check out the new Wild-
flower Watch website: 

www.visitbrenhamtexas.com/plan/

New resources & events around the state & on the web 

New Fisheries info & resource online 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Aquaculture, 
Fisheries, and Pond Management Website: 

ƘǧǇΥκκŬǎƘŜǊƛŜǎΦǘŀƳǳΦŜŘǳκ  

This is for anyone looking for information on 
aquatic issues. With over 180 pages and 1,200 
resource publications or links, if you have a 
question on almost anything related to aquacul-
ture or ŦŀǊƳ ǇƻƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ you should 
find valuable materials here.    

Resources to find CEU classes: 
ceusearch.texasagriculture.gov/ 

search by county or region 
naturalresourcewebinars.tamu.edu/ 

also: agriliferegister.tamu.edu 
      “View all” to see classes. You don’t need a degree 

to take advantage of these classes, workshops and 
seminars that are open to the public for a small fee.  

Old Fish Hatchery is the NEW  
East Texas Conservation Center 
 

Texas Parks and Wildlife's new office is now at the old fish 
hatchery, now called East Texas Conservation Center. Bob 
Baker invites you to new 4th Thursdays seminars at 7 pm, 
on a variety of topics of concern to East Texas landowners. 
 

March seminar 27 will cover property tax valuations and be 
presented by Charlie Muller with TPWD. 
 

Robert Baker, Texas Parks & Wildlife  
289 CR 098, Jasper, TX  75951 
(409) 384-6894 
robert.baker@tpwd.texas.gov 
   
Directions from the Lowe's/Walmart 
intersection on 190 -- head towards Lufkin on 63 WEST 
about 8 miles, turn LEFT (south) on FM 1747. Go approx. 1 
mile and turn RIGHT on CR 99 and when that road curves 
left, you go STRAIGHT right into the old fish hatchery.  

People interested in Texas agriculture can catch a 
glimpse of it – literally – on the AgriLife Today 
YouTube channel, http://www.youtube.com/
agrilifetoday.   

See news videos produced by media relations team 
from throughout the state. About 400 videos already 
are available; content includes major Texas commodi-
ties, gardening, the latest in scientific research and 
updates on critical news such as feral hog control, in-
sect outbreaks and climate conditions that impact the 
state’s farms and ranches. 

One of the most recent additions to the channel is a 
weekly news show called AgriLife Today, which high-
lights key stories for the week. Subscribers can follow 
the show and then find complete details and additional 
photos & information on the channel’s companion web-
site  AgriLife Today, http://today.agrilife.org/. 

The channel allows people to subscribe for FREE  
to be notified of new videos . 
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Ag Business Planning Workshop 
for Veterans & Active Duty Military 

March 15, 2014 in Dallas 
8:30 am—4 pm 

Texas A&M Research & Extension Center 
 

  Anyone interested in an agriculture business 
could benefit from the knowledge provided at 
this workshop. Small farmers/ranchers, begin-
ning farmers/ranchers, women interested in 
ag business, and anyone else who would like 
to know more about starting or continuing an 
agriculture business are invited to attend.  
 
The workshop is provided at no cost and in-
cludes a continental breakfast and lunch.  

Please contact Erin Pilosi, Program Coordina-
tor, Agriculture Workshops for Military Veter-
ans, at 979-847-6185 or 
empilosi@ag.tamu.edu if you have questions.  

http://naturalresourcewebinars.tamu.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/agrilifetoday
http://www.youtube.com/agrilifetoday
http://www.youtube.com/agrilifetoday
http://today.agrilife.org
http://today.agrilife.org/
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Show What you Grow—Newton Flower Show 
Friday, March 28, 2014 in Newton   

 
Horticulture entries are received from 8-10:30 AM  
Friday morning. The show is open to the public on 
Friday evening 4:30-
6:30 PM.  All horticul-
ture and design en-
tries will have been 
judged and be on dis-
play.  View them and 
enjoy a free buffet. 
  
Entries remain on 
view Saturday,  
March 29, from 10:30 
AM - 12:30 PM. 

Local events 
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    Newton County will hold a Private 
Applicator Training class March 21 
starting at 9 am at the Newton County 
Fairgrounds. 
 

            As many of you know, a local 
class is becoming a rare event as TDA 
(Texas Dept. of Agriculture) changes 
the way they do training and testing. 
 

Class in Newton is $10 and you have to call them to 
reserve a spot: 409-379-4831.  
 

    Private Applicator manual and Laws & Regs 
books are $50 and you can buy those from our office 
in Jasper or order them from Newton. We highly rec-
ommend you buy the books in advance and glance 
through them to become familiar with the terms and 
concepts before class.  

TESTING for this PAT class will NOT be in Newton 
 

    Testing will be held in Orange on March 26 and 
according to Newton Agent Aaron Sumrall is likely to 
be the last one in the area closer than Houston from 
now on. You have to call Orange for time and loca-
tion: 409-379-4831.  
      A PRIVATE APPLICATOR LICENSE allows you 
to buy restricted-use pesticides for use on your own 
property.  

   1 CEU for private applicators 
at Newton Vegetable &  

Vegetable Marketing Program 
March 24, 2014 at 6 pm 

     Dr. Joe Masabni and Dr. Quynh Dao Dang from 
College Station will hold a vegetable and marketing 
program worth 1 CEU for private applicators. The 
program is FREE and open to the public. Please call 
Newton to reserve a spot: 409-379-4831.  

Newton agent Aaron Sumrall is asking you to sub-
mit  questions and topics you would like to hear 
about from the experts. Program will be held at 
Grace Bible Church, 148 Walthall Rd, Newton. 

If you are planning to get the CEU towards renew-
ing your PAT, you will need to bring your license. 

 

Private applicators need 15 CEUs in a 5-year peri-
od in order to be able to renew their license without 
re-taking the class and test.  

Jasper “save the dates” ...details TBA 

March 29 — Master Gardener guided tour of the 
Antique Rose Emporium in Brenham, FREE 
and guests welcome. Call or stop by the Ag of-
fice in Jasper for details. RSVP required.  

 

April 26 — Earth Day Party on Water Street 

9 — 11:30 AM at the Outdoor Learning Center at 
225 Water St. near the Fire Hall in Jasper.  

Activities include a garden walk at the Arbore-
tum, scavenger hunt, tour a fire truck at the Fire 
Hall, storytelling at the library, snacks in the park 
and a terrarium craft at the end.  

Boys and girls, ages 5 to 10 years old with an 
accompanying parent. Wear sensible closed 
toed shoes and weather appropriate clothing. 
Costumes are OK, but no pets please!  

Cost $5 per child, limited to the first 40 kiddos. 

Rain or Shine! Call Julia at 409-224-6195 to re-
serve your spot.  

 

May 7-10 Jasper Lions Benefit Rodeo 

Parade is May 7, theme: FOOTBALL 

for a complete schedule go to http://

www.jasperlionsrodeo.com/ 
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please join us  

for the first ever 

Outdoor Swap Meet  
across from the  

Outdoor Learning Center 
225 Water Street in Jasper TX 

Saturday April 5, 9 am to 2 

  or JUST DONATE stuff to 

support the Outdoor Learning Center, 
greenhouse & butterfly gardens. 
 

   Clean out & reclaim space in 
your garage, shed, shop or porch.  
 

Donate outdoor stuff only  
starting April 4, Friday afternoon 3—6 pm 
at 225 Water St. (the Outdoor Learning 
Center) near the Fire Hall and library. 
 

       Jasper Master Gardeners & 
Master Naturalists will price and sell 
your stuff and donate the money to 
support our public improvement 
projects at the Arboretum and Out-
door Learning Center.  

Rules of the Road:  
      $10 to become a vendor 
(approx. 10 x 10 space in a parking lot, bring yer 
own table, or tailgate like at farmers market) 

 

 Bring only outdoor stuff 
 garden items, pots, tools, mowers 
 camping gear, BBQs, grills 
 outdoor sports stuff like bikes, basket-

balls, golf, tennis, scuba... 
 hunting stuff & fishing stuff but NO 

FIREARMS please. No live animals. 

 
Do NOT bring kitchen clutter, dishes, 

clothes, household items, food, jewelry, 
hats, shoes or handbags.  

This ain’t no  rummage sale.  

Please help us get the word out — word of mouth will 
be our only advertising and this is a first time event. 
Email sharonruthkerr@gmail.com if you plan to take a 
booth, or call 409-384-3721 if you have questions.  
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Taste of Jasper!  
Saturday, April 5, 5-8 PM 

First United Methodist Church 
Wesley Center 

329 N. Bowie, Jasper 
 

This is the Pilot Club fundraiser where various 
restaurants and food vendors take a booth and 
offer up the Best of Jasper. You get to sample 
everything and then vote for your favorites.  
 
All you can eat (more than you can eat!) for 
$10 a head, ages 3 and under free.  
 
If you can donate a silent auction item, call 
Amber at the Chamber office, 409-384-82762. 
She needs to know the retail amount of what-
ever item is being donated. 
 

  Thank you all for always showing up and voting 

for our FARMERS MARKET famous muscadine 

juice from the largest muscadine vineyard in Texas, 

right here in Jasper County. 
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Jasper County Farmers Market 
celebrates 5th Year in May 2014! 

 
First day of Market will be Saturday, May 3, 

8—11 am in the Tractor Supply parking lot at 
190 & 96, same as last year. Expect to find 
fresh farm ripe fruit, vegetables, local honey, 
herbs, flowers & more. 

Market is open to local growers and for hand-
crafted items and home-made goodies. Market 
is open during the growing season, May 
through July, closes for August, re-opens Sep-
tember through early November. Last market of 
the season is a Holiday Market with lots of 
unique gifts and local fundraisers. 

JCFM is a member of the Texas Certified 
Farmers Market Association. First planning 
meeting for vendors is April 14; contact our of-
fice at 409-384-3721 if you would like to attend 
and help the market grow.   

NEW VENDOR PACKETS WILL BE 

ONLINE AFTER THE APRIL 14 MEETING.  

jasper.agrilife.org 
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Butterfly Capital of Texas 
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Work begins on  
south bank of  

Sandy Creek Park 

The program at the Rose Society 
meeting this month is Hugh Pickle, 
Arboretum manager and Master Gar-
dener instructor, on new work begin-
ning on the south bank of Sandy 
Creek park.  

Before Hurricane Rita, Dr. Dave 
Creech from Stephen F. Austin Uni-
versity in Nacogdoches designed long
-term plans for the Arboretum.  

Only in the last 3 years have Jasper 
Master Gardeners been able to ac-
complish most of the plans for the 
north bank of the park, including the 
Outdoor Learning Center, butterfly 
garden, meditation pond, and swings 
and bench all around. They also 
maintain the formal gardens around 
the Beaty Orton historic home, and 
the library gardens. 

So far this year, the City of Jasper 
and a grant from JEDCO have paved 
the way (literally!) for work on the south 
bank, which will eventually have another 
pond and fountain, Nature Center and 
trails, and will feature native plants of 
East Texas. Eventually a footbridge will 
connect the north and south banks. 

The Rose society meeting is open to 
the public for anyone who would like to 
learn more. 

 

Rose Society Program is FREE  
and open to the public 
 

March 13, 7 pm 
Meeting room behind Jasper City Hall 
465 S. Main, Jasper TX 75951 

Arboretum update 
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There’s an App for just about everything... 
 
Imagine, if you will, a tractor pulling a fertilizer 
wagon travelling at 8 to 9 mph along a field of 
thousands of sorghum test plants.  

As the tractor moves through the field plots, an 
onboard computer linked to sensors measures 
everything from plant height and development 
to nitrogen needs. 

While you’re at it, imagine the tractor is driver-
less; that its operation may be monitored re-
motely by a human, but the minute-to-minute, 
hour-to-hour decisions are being made by com-
puter software, said Dr. Alex Thomasson, Tex-
as A&M AgriLife Research agricultural engi-
neer, College Station. 

And though such a scenario might sound like 
science fiction, the reality is not that far away... 

Such a system has the potential to take auto-
mated measurements of thousands of plants 
individually, at a much higher level of accuracy 
than humans — and even work at night.  

read the entire article at: http://
today.agrilife.org/2014/02/27/thigher-level-of-
precision-agriculture/ 
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Texas A&M AgriLife news —read complete articles online 

Texas Strawberry Project Team 
 
It’s not easy to find strawberries 
growing among the lush landscape 
of South Texas citrus, sugarcane and palm trees. But 
that could change, according to a Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service fruit and vegetable specialist.  

Dr. Juan Anciso has been on a sharp learning curve as 
he tries growing strawberries at the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research and Extension Center at Weslaco. His efforts 
are funded by a grant from the National Strawberry Sus-
tainability Initiative, funded by the Walmart Foundation 
and administered by the University of Arkansas Center 
for Agricultural & Rural Sustainability. 

Anciso is part of the Texas Strawberry Project Team, 
whose goal is to make strawberries a mainstream Texas-
produced delicacy. 

“Texas produces very few strawberries compared to the 
state’s tremendous market demands,” Anciso said. “The 
idea is to produce more strawberries here, rather than 
importing from California or Mexico. The result could be 
an alternative profitable crop for Texas growers, while 
consumers enjoy a fresher, tastier product.” 

read the entire article at: http://today.agrilife. 
org/2014/03/03/south-texas-strawberry-trials/ 
 

For many farmers and ranchers, it may 
seem as though feral hogs are well on 
their way to taking over the country. 
But now at least, the new app, Feral 
Hog Management,  developed by the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, is here to 
help landowners learn the legal strategies available 
to impede this apparently unending flow of unwanted 
porcine invaders. 

“Feral hogs are fast becoming the number one single 
most destructive invasive species threatening agri-
culture and wildlife in the U.S.,” said Mark Tyson, 
AgriLife Extension wildlife and fisheries associate at 
College Station. “They contribute to poor water quali-
ty issues, disturb native ecosystems, and wreak hav-
oc on landscapes and gardens. Their growing num-
bers are now making them a menace on our road-
ways, with collision damage often exceeding several 
thousands of dollars per incident. 

“Even as they become ‘public enemy No. 1,’ their 

population relentlessly contin-
ues to explode. In Texas alone, 
their numbers are now estimat-
ed at a conservative 2.6 million 
head, with $52 million in dam-
ages chalked-up to them annu-

ally. And, with an estimated 134 million acres of suit-
able habitat in Texas for feral hogs, their skyrocket-
ing numbers are ripe for some major expansion.” 

For 99 cents, Tyson said the AgriLife Extension 
app, available at https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/
feral-hog-management/id784847089?mt=8, pro-
vides landowners with the key to a wealth of the 
very best information now available on various 

control measures. 

read the rest at: http://today.agrilife.org/2014/03/07/
agrilife-extension-unveils-new-feral-hog-management
-app/ 
 
Find more stories, photos, videos and audio at http://
today.agrilife.org  

Including an App for feral hogs... 
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11th Annual Dam to Dam Bike Ride  
 Saturday, April 12, 2014 

    This event is geared towards our cycling 
enthusiasts and we draw people from all over 
the State of Texas and some from Louisiana 
as well. For more infor-
mation go to the Cham-
ber of Commerce web-
site, and you can also 
register to ride: http://
www.jaspercoc.org/ 

Show your Patriotism with  

Jasper 4 -G FTM % ANV½R 

American Flags!!  

Jasper 4-H Gun & Bow will bring you an 
American Flag to display at your resi-
dence or place of business 5 times a year. 
There is nothing to be done on your part 
once you sign up! We maintain the flags, display the 

flags, and store the flags.  

*Memorial Day*  *Flag Day*  *4th of July* 

*Labor Day thru 9- 11*  *Veteran’s Day* 

For $30.00 a year per flag, you help us raise money 
for our club. We use funds to supply the club with 
ammunition, guns, bows, arrows, and targets. These 
funds also help our members with trips to local, Dis-

trict and State competitions.   

Please fill out the bottom part of this flyer before 
April 15, 2014 and send it to: Jasper 4-H Gun & Bow 
C/O County Extension Office, 103 E. Houston St., 
Jasper, Tx 75951 or you can give it to one of our 

youth in shooting sports. 

We thank you so much for helping support our club, 

our community,  our country, and our world! 
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Spring Plant Sale and Market Day 
  Jefferson County Master Gardeners hold 
their Spring Plant Sale and Market Day Satur-
day, April 5 from 8 am until 2pm.  There will be 
vendor booths, a Kids Corner, Food Court and 
Master Gardener Country Store.   
 

  The plant sale will feature fruit trees, vegeta-
bles and herbs, landscape trees and shrubs, 
tropical, indoor and patio plants, bedding 
plants and Easter gifts.  
 

Free admission & parking; service animals 
only, no carts or wagons 
 

Jack Brooks Regional Airport, Hanger 4 
 

     For vendor info call Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service in Jefferson County, 
409 835-8461 

Texas A&M University Horticulture  
32nd annual plant sale  
March 29, 8 am—3 pm 
COLLEGE STATION  

The plant sale is a club fundraiser; proceeds 
are used to sponsor individuals and teams at 
various collegiate competitions and events, 
and to support ongoing projects. 
A variety of plants will be available including 
tomatoes, peppers, assorted vegetable varie-
ties, house plants, annuals and perennials as 
well as a wide selection of heirloom and hy-
brid roses. 
For information, contact Dr. Leo Lombardini 
at 979-458-8079, l-lombardini@tamu.edu or 
view the club’s website at http://
tamuhorticultureclub.tamu.edu. 



 

Educational programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or national origin. The 
Texas A&M System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas  Cooperating. 

Is it time to restock cattle herds? 
 
With the cattle market at all-time highs and drought having 
decimating herds across Texas, some might consider re-
stocking, but are questioning if it’s the right time to buy. 
The answer: It depends, says one expert. 
Dr. Stephen Hammack, a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service beef cattle specialist in Stephenville, walked 
through the different metrics of buying replacement cattle at 
the recent Blackland Income Growth Conference in Waco... 
Hammack said if you are thinking about restocking, “there 
are different alternatives and factors involved.” 
Those include: 
- Cattle availability 
- Initial investment 
- Development phase 
- Rebreeding potential 
- Potential longevity 
- Calving difficulty/death loss 
First, Hammack recommended producers visit http://
beef.tamu.edu/rebuilding  for background information and 
resources to help with decision-making.  
 

Read this article and several more on the same topic at: 
 http://today.agrilife.org/category/farm-ranch/ 

Are there any noodlers 
out there? 

 
New Ag agent Brock Fry 
has a special interest in 
fishing and would like to 
hear from you if you know 
a local noodler. 
 

409 384-3721      bafry@ag.tamu.edu 

What do zebra mussels, alligator weed, hydrilla, lionfish, 
and giant salvinia have in common?  
 
These plants and animals are all considered invasive 
aquatic species. Without the predators, parasites, and dis-
eases that control their numbers in their native ecosys-
tems, these species can reproduce and spread at an 
amazing pace, oftentimes at the expense of Texas’ valua-
ble native plants, fish, and animals.  
 
Exotics often travel from one water body to another by 
"hitching a ride" on a watercraft. To curb the spread of in-
vasive species, boaters in Texas are required by law to 
remove harmful plants and animals from boats and trailers 
before leaving the vicinity of a lake, river, or bay. Learn 
how to properly clean your recreational equipment.  
Find more information about the many invasive species 
that pose a threat in Texas, where they're found, and how 
you can help Take Care of Texas waters. 
 
     Read more ecology tips at  http://
content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ 
TXTCEQ/  bulletins/a6a357 

How will the recent freezes affect  
fruit production? 
 
The buds of many peach and other fruit 
trees were not open enough to be damaged 
by the latest cold front that stormed through 
Texas... it’s too early after the last bout of 
freezing weather to say for certain what the 
damage was, if any, said Dr. Larry Stein, 
AgriLife Extension horticulturist, Uvalde. 

“It got a lot colder than most people thought 
it was going to get,” Stein said. Unfortunate-
ly, we did have trees starting to bloom. We 
had some peaches that were bloomed out, 
but most things were just starting to bloom, 
so we’re optimistic that we had enough 
buds that were tight enough that they will 
still develop and set a crop. Also, the bud 
set on most trees was excessive due to the 
low or no crop the year before, so some 
thinning was indeed needed.” 

The problem is not the cold weather per se, 
but the warm periods in between, he said. If 
the weather stays cool, even though fruit 
trees like peaches, apricots, pears and 
plums have enough cold hours to bloom, 
they won’t — unless there are at least three 
to five days of spring-like warm weather… 

more stories, photos, videos and audio at 

http://today.agrilife.org 

 

For drought updates, situation reports  

and wildfire alerts, go to  

AgriLife Extension Agricultural  

Drought Task Force website at  

http://agrilife.tamu.edu/drought/  

http://beef.tamu.edu/rebuilding
http://beef.tamu.edu/rebuilding
http://today.agrilife.org

