
In 2016, Jasper Master Gardeners (JMG) celebrated their seventh year and graduated their sixth class of 19 
new master gardener interns, making total chapter membership almost 100 strong. The club partners with 
many civic and educational organizations on diverse  activities to benefit the community.  

The primary project that all members participate in is the Arboretum and Outdoor Learning Center. This 
includes the master gardener greenhouse, butterfly gardens, formal gardens on the north bank of Sandy 
Creek Park, and native plant gardens on the south side — aka the wild side of Sandy Creek.  In 2016 Master 
Gardeners replaced the temporary butterfly house made of PVC with a permanent structure. The metal ribs 
alone cost $8750, which was funded entirely by master gardeners who raised the money through plant sales 
at Butterfly Festival and other events. Labor was provided by master gardeners, to keep the construction costs 

within the budget.  

Installation included a large butterfly bench that is already a 
favorite photo op for anyone visiting downtown Jasper.  Dur-
ing the annual Butterfly Festival, hundred of people tour the 
Butterfly House and attend live butterfly releases and educa-
tional programs for adults and children.  

Lowe’s Heroes again partnered with Master Gardeners to in-
stall irrigation in the Butterfly Gardens. Master Gardeners also 
added more swings and benches and an arbor to the formal 
garden at the fountain. They also added outdoor fans over the 
picnic tables in the Outdoor Learning Center classroom.  



In 2017, JMG will partner with Longleaf Ridge Master Naturalists (LRMN) to complete the Nature Center 
on the south bank. Jasper Economic Development Corp. (JEDCO) is a partner in this project and has already 
spent more than $200,000 paving trails and adding a parking lot. The Pace Cabin is the oldest structure in Jas-

per County and was built c. 1826. The Pace family and the Jasper 
County Historical 
Museum helped 
raise funds to have 
the cabin moved by 
professionals to it’s 
current location in 
the park. Labor to 
put on a new roof, 
flooring and a porch 
is being provided by 
JMG and LRMN 
members.  

 

JMG works together with several local organizations on civic projects. JMG participates in many Chamber 
of Commerce events including Azalea Fest, Fall Fest, and with JEDCO. They work closely with the City of Jas-
per on the downtown revitalization plans and maintenance of Sandy Creek Park. The city is developing Water 
Street (the park, library and historic Beaty Orton House) as the crown jewel in their plans to re-do several 
blocks downtown surrounding the courthouse. Every event is an opportunity to promote what the MGs can 
offer, and to publicize educational opportunities available from the Texas A&M AgriLife office.  

Community education is a priority.  Master Gardeners have weekly garden programs with HeadStart on 
garden project and do many programs for schools, garden clubs and senior citizen groups. JMGs provide tour 
guides for the Butterfly Gardens and teachers for programs in the Outdoor Learning Center. They do summer 
library projects like kids creating terrariums. 2017 will be the fourth annual Earth Day celebration at the Ar-
boretum, with free educational activities for all. We have a speakers bureau that provides talks on topics 
from pollinators to propagation to pruning.  

JMG also finds members to write a monthly garden column to Lakecaster Magazine, a local monthly that is 
distributed at convenience stores in the lakes area (about a dozen counties). This publication also has profes-
sional fishermen worldwide who subscribe to it, so our “Latest Dirt” is reaching quite a large audience.  

Cabin in it’s original location, c. 1926 — 
it was only 100 years old then.  

  http://jasper.agrilife.org/jasper-arboretum-project/  

http://jasper.agrilife.org/jasper-arboretum-project/


In 2017, JMG will hold the third annual Sodbuster Symposium at Rayburn Country Club. It is a garden show 
with vendors. lecturers and demonstrations. It draws about 130 participants from all over Texas and Louisi-
ana. Local clubs like East Texas Art League also participate as vendors. Plant sales, a silent auction and raffle 
raise funds for educational programs and help support the 
work at the Arboretum.  

In 2016, the Jasper Farmers Market Association, a sub-
committee of JMG, became it’s own entity with a separate 
bank account and bylaws. This was the goal ever since its in-
ception in 2010. Master gardeners continue to hold plant 
sales at Farmers Market and serve as board members. Farm-
ers Market offers a platform for community outreach where 
people can speak directly with master gardeners, ask ques-
tions, and learn about Agrilife programs. 
We sometimes do food and nutrition 
demonstrations on site during market.  

 

 

 

 

 

Pumpkin, it’s not 

just for pies. These 

savory chips are 

“bloody fingers” — 

strips of pumpkin 

powdered with chili 

pepper, paprika  

and garlic powder 

(no salt!) and then 

pan fried. Happy Halloween!  

Left and above: Sodbusters Symposium 

Below: Nutrition at Farmers Market.  



Master Gardeners have provided speakers and have had booths at things like the Women’s EXPO, 
where two members did a terrarium and container gardening program. At health fairs, they provide in-
formation on the benefits (both nutrition and exercise) of gardening.  

 


