
Important Dates 

 Oct. 3-10—Jackson County Youth 

Fair—BRC 

 Oct. 21-22—South Texas Farm & 

Ranch Show—Victoria Communi-
ty Center 

 Oct. 29—Beef Cattle Field Day—

Hoerster Ranch—CR 401 

 Dec. 10—5 Hour CEU Event—

JCSB Auditorium 

 Feb. 6—JCCRA 4th Annual Premi-

um Bull & Replacement Female 

Sale—Edna Livestock Auction 

 Nov. 5—Pesticide License Train-

ing—JCSB Kitchen 
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Welcome to the 66th Annual Jackson County Your Fair!  

 The Jackson County Youth Fair runs from October 3rd through Octo-

ber 10th. This is our seventh year at the Brackenridge Recreational Complex 
Main Even Center. We strive to provide family entertainment for both the 

young and the young at heart. We have FREE entertainment lined up for the 

whole family. Come enjoy The Ham Bone Express Show, Lonestar Action 
Sports, Artistry in Wood - Chainsaw Sculptor, Exotic Petting Zoo, Eric Walden 

Comedy Hypnosis Show, and Crossroads Clowns. 

Heart of America Carnival will be bringing more "teenage rides" than 
previous years and still offer daily wrist bands for $25. Bring your whole fam-

ily for endless rides and food at the Fair. 

 The Youth auction will be held on Saturday, starting at 1:00pm at the 

MEC Arena. We would of course prefer that you attend in person to bid on 
the animals and make your own purchase to support this event. The alterna-

tive in the event that participation in the auction itself is not possible is a do-

nation to the Jackson County Youth builders. This is an organization repre-
sentative of the entire county. Its purpose is to take your donations and bid 

on and purchase livestock to support youth from ALL of Jackson County. We 

strive to maintain a floor for prices for any youth regardless of where they 
live in the county in order that they may enjoy a more profitable learning ex-

perience. We are now working to continue this effort and request your sup-

port in doing so. Please if possible come to the auction on Saturday to pur-
chase animals yourself. If this is not possible, a donation to the Jackson 

County Youth Builders is requested. Please send to Jackson County Youth 

Builders, c/o Cammie Person, PO BOX 253, Ganado, TX  77962. 
 The Jackson County Youth Fair Association is a non-profit organization 

(501(c) (3)) created in 1949 and dedicated to the youth of Jackson County 

who are seeking knowledge in the areas of agriculture, livestock, and related 
industries. The fair allows the youth in our community a facility to exhibit, 

show, and sell their projects. We would like to invite everyone to support the 

youth of Jackson County and come out to the fair to view projects and possi-

bly purchase at the youth auctions. Our Fair's success is judged by the re-
sults of our Youth Auctions. Our Youth Auctions brought over $900,000.00 

last year and we consider this a great success for our community. We com-

mend all buyers and supporters for purchasing exhibits and donating monies 
to the Youth of Jackson County. The community support of our annual event 

is extraordinary and we ask for your continued support this year.   
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The Texas Pesticide Law requires that you must be licensed or certified by TDA in order to law-

fully use a restricted-use pesticide, state-limited-use pesticide or regulated herbicides.  

      Requirements: 

Agricultural applicators must keep records of pesticide applications for two years.  

Commercial agricultural applicators must have insurance and register their pesticide equip-

ment.  

All applicators must obtain continuing education units (CEUs) to renew their license. 
    Pesticide Private Applicator License: 

A private pesticide applicator is someone who uses or supervises the use of restricted-use or 

state-limited-use pesticides or regulated herbicides to produce an agricultural commodity 

on:  

 Personally owned property; 

 Rented property; 

 Property owned by his or her employer; 

 Property under his or her general control; or 

The property of another person if applied without compensation, other than the trading of 

personal services between producers of agricultural commodities. 

An agricultural commodity is a plant or animal grown for sale, lease, barter, feed or human 

consumption and animals raised for farm or ranch work. No license is required to apply gen-

eral-use pesticides to produce agricultural commodities. 
Recertification Requirements: 

Licensed private applicators are required to recertify every five years by obtaining 15 contin-

uing education units (CEU’s), including two (2) units in laws and regulations and two (2) units 

in integrated pest management (IPM), prior to expiration of the license. Contact TDA for a list 

of approved courses or your local Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office.  A list of courses is also 

available on TDA's web site. 
     Recertification Exam: 

Private applicators may earn the required credits by passing the recertification exam that 

includes questions on information covered in continuing education courses. If an applicator 

passes the exam, a certificate of completion for 15 CEUs will be issued. The exam costs $50 

per attempt. 
NEW LICENSING AND CONVENIENCE TESTING PROCEDURES! 

The Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) has contracted with PSI Services (PSI) to adminis-

ter exams for agricultural pesticide applicator licensing. This is the same vendor that adminis-

ters exams for structural pest control licensing. PSI has been providing credentialing and test-

ing services to state and federal agencies, private sector businesses and professional associ-

ations for over 65 years.  

PSI will provide both excellent quality exam opportunities and a convenient schedule for pes-

ticide applicators to test in 22 locations across the state. The schedule will provide more test-

ing opportunities than previously offered. By outsourcing testing to a third-party vendor, the 

Department’s resources may be used in a more consistent and efficient manner. 

Applicants can go to PSIexams.com or call 1-800-733-9267 to schedule an exam at one of 22 

locations around the state. 

  

Agricultural Pesticide Applicators 

http://texasagriculture.gov/RegulatoryPrograms/Pesticides/AgriculturalApplicators/PesticideClassifications.aspx
http://texasagriculture.gov/RegulatoryPrograms/Pesticides/AgriculturalApplicators/PesticideClassifications.aspx
http://texasagriculture.gov/RegulatoryPrograms/Pesticides/AgriculturalApplicators/PesticideClassifications.aspx
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Proper Cow Culling  

Cull cows represent approximately 20% of the gross income of any commercial cow operation. Cull beef 

cows represent 10% of the beef that is consumed in the United States. Ranchers need to make certain that 

cow culling is done properly and profitably. Selling cull cows when they will return the most income to the 

rancher requires knowledge about cull cow health and body condition. Proper cow culling will reduce the 

chance that a cow carcass is condemned at the packing plant and becomes a money drain for the entire beef 

industry. 

Is she good for another year? At cow culling time, producers often face some tough decisions. Optimum 

culling of the herd seems to require a sharp crystal ball that could see into the future. Will she keep enough 

body condition through the winter to rebreed next year? How old is the cow? Is her mouth sound so that she 

can harvest forage and be nutritionally strong enough to reproduce and raise a big calf? At what age do 

cows usually start to become less productive? 

There is great variability in the longevity of beef cows. Data from large ranches in Florida would indicate 

that cows are consistent in the rebreeding performance through about 8 years of age. A small decline was 

noted as cows aged from 8 to 10 years of age. However the most consistent decline in reproductive perfor-

mance was noted after cows were 10 years of age.  

Examine the eye health of the cows. One of the leading causes of condemned beef carcasses is still 

“cancer-eye” cows. Although the producers are doing a much better job in recent years of culling cows be-

fore “cancer-eye” takes its toll, every cow manager should watch the cows closely for potentially dangerous 

eye tumors. Watch for small pinkish growths on the upper, lower, or corner eye lids.  Likewise be aware of 

cows with heavy wart infestations around the eye socket. Many of these become cancerous over time. Cull-

ing these cows while the growth is still small, will allow the cow carcass to be utilized normally. If howev-

er, cancer engulfs the eyeball and gets into the lymph nodes around the head, the entire carcass will likely 

be condemned as not fit for human consumption. 

Check the feet and legs. Beef cows must travel over pastures and fields to consume forages and reach wa-

ter tanks and ponds. Cows with bad stifle joints, severe foot rot infections, or arthritic joints may be subject 

to substantial carcass trimming when they reach the packing plant. They will be poor producers if allowed 

to stay on the ranch while severely lame. They may lose body condition, weigh less, and be discounted at 

the livestock market by the packer buyers.  

Bad udders should be culled. Beef cattle producers are not as likely to think about udder health and shape 

as are dairy producers, but this attribute affects cow productivity and should be considered. Cows with bad 

udders tend to pass that trait along to daughters that may be kept as replacement heifers. Two key types of 

“bad” udders to cull include: the large funnel-shaped teats and weak udder suspension. It becomes difficult 

for the newborn calf to find a teat when the udder hangs too close to the ground. Select against these faults 

and over time your cow herd will improve its udder health. 

Cull cows when in moderate body condition. Send older cows to market before they become too thin. 

Generally, severely emaciated cattle have lightly muscled carcasses with extremely small ribeyes and poor 

red-meat yield. This greatly lessens the salvage value of such animals. Just as importantly, emaciated cattle 

are most often those which “go down” in transit, as they lack sufficient energy to remain standing for long 

periods of time. Because of these factors, cow buyers will pay less per pound for very thin, shelly, cull 

cows.  

Cull any really wild cattle. They are hard on you, and your equipment, and they raise wild calves. Wild 

calves are poor performers in the feedlot and are more prone to producing dark cutting carcasses as they 

reach the packing plant. “Dark cutters” are discounted severely when priced on the rail. 

Cull open cows. Why feed a cow all winter that will not have a calf next spring? Call your veterinarian, 

schedule a time for pregnancy checking and find which cows have not bred back. Cull them while they are 

in good body condition after summer pasture and before you spend $200 or more on the winter feed bill. 
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Jackson County Services Building Auditorium 
Registration starting at 8:00—First program at 9:00 

 

 The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Jackson County, the Field Crops 

committee and the Beef Committee are sponsoring a 5 Hour CEU Event will be held on 

Thursday, December 10, 2015 at the Jackson County Services Building Auditorium.  Reg-

istration will begin at 8:00 a.m. and the programs will conclude at 3:00 p.m.  There will be 

a $25 registration fee, which includes refreshments and lunch. 

9:00 -   Melissa Barton – “Texas Pesticide Laws and Regulations”,   Texas Depart-    
    ment of Agriculture Pesticide Inspector, (1 hr. Laws & Regs.) 
10:00 - Clay Wolter - “Range & Pasture Herbicide Update”, (1 hr. General) 
11:00 - Stephen Biles – “Key Destructive Insect Pests for Jackson County”,          
    Extension Agent IPM for Calhoun, Victoria & Refugio Counties. (1 hr. IPM) 
12:00 - Lunch. 
1:00  -  Dr. Paul Baumann – “Developing a Program to Control Herbicide Resistant 
   Weeds”, Professor and State Weed Control Specialist, Texas A&M AgriLife Exten
   sion, College Station (1 hr. IPM)  

2:00  -  Mark Tyson - “Wild Pig Trapping”,  Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Associate, 

  Wildlife & Fisheries, College Station, (.5 hr. General, .5 hr. IPM) 

 
  Five (5) total CEU’s will be offered for TDA pesticide applicator license holders.  

One hour in Laws and Regulations. Two in Integrated Pest Management.  Two hours in 
General. 

   
 For enrollment in this event and more information contact the Jackson Coun-
ty AgriLife Extension Office at 361-782-3312.  Individuals with disabilities who require 
an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this program are en-
couraged to contact the Extension Office to determine how reasonable accommodations 
can be made. 

5 Hour  CEU Event—December 10 

Hurricane Preparation 

 With the possibility of tropical storms and hurricanes hitting the Lone Star State during hurricane 
season, experts from the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are reminding Texans their agency has a 
number of useful publications specific to protecting households, farms and ranches.  There are hurricane 
preparation materials available through the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension bookstore website and the Tex-
as EDEN website. One way people can prepare for disaster is to be informed and suggested Texans check 
out the AgriLife Extension publications available through the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Bookstore 
website, https://www.agrilifebookstore.org/ or the Texas Extension Disaster Education Network website, 
Texas EDEN, http://texashelp.tamu.edu. 

https://www.agrilifebookstore.org/
http://texashelp.tamu.edu/
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Edna office – 361-782-3539 
 

JACKSON COUNTY CATTLE RAISERS ASSOCIATION 

PREMIUM BULL & REPLACEMENT FEMALE SALE & TRADE SHOW  
 Saturday, February 6, 2016 

 The Jackson County Cattle Raisers Association (JCCRA) would like to invite you to be a 

part of our 4th Annual Premium Bull and Replacement Female Sale at 1:00 pm on Saturday, Febru-

ary 6, 2016 at the Edna Livestock Auction Barn.  The JCCRA, in cooperation with the Jackson 

County Beef Cattle Committee and Mike Hiller, Jackson County CEA, have embarked on this pro-

ject to help area producers have a place to sell their quality animals and aid our local producers in 

having a place to buy quality replacement cattle.   

 Our sale last year at the Edna Livestock Auction saw a huge crowd with very active bidding 

for over 330 head of replacement cattle.  Forty-three bulls sold for an average of $4388. Seventy-

five pairs sold in 20 lots for an average of $3515.00, while 95 bred females sold in 27 lots for an 

average of $3020.00, and 119 open heifers sold in 32 lots for an average of $1885.00. Total sales 

were over $900,000.00.  

 The JCCRA Sale Coordinator was very pleased with the results of the Sale attributed the 

success to beautiful weather and the excellent Sale Management Team of Gulf Tex Livestock.  Also 

the Edna Livestock Auction proved to be a more favorable venue for the Sale.   

 We are presently contacting possible consignors for this sale. The cattle will come in on Fri-

day and will be available for viewing on Friday and Saturday. Gulf Tex Livestock Marketing will 

be our sale manager. We are excited to work with Billy Schwertner and his partner’s again this 

year. 

 This Sale will be held at the Edna Livestock Auction Barn 1 mile north of Edna on Hwy 111. 

All cattle will be in covered pens. There will be a social and meal on Friday evening for consignors, 

sponsors, and prospective buyers.    

 We are asking for your support of this event with your consignments. With the cattle num-

bers down there is still a demand for replacement livestock. We want to continue to present high 

quality cattle in our sale and need your consignments. All cattle will be screened by Gulf-Tex be-

fore the Sale.  The price of replacement cattle has been at an all time high. Anyone interested in 

consigning cattle or would like more information can contact the Gulf-Tex Livestock Marketing 

Team at 979-482-2018 or Lynn Utz at 361-782-3403. We are very excited about our fourth sale and 

hope to keep improving it each year.  We are anticipating your participation in our sale. 

 

Sincerely,                         
 Lynn Utz,      

 President  & Sale Coordinator   

 Jackson County Cattle Raisers Association  
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 On September 23, 2015, the department received a written request from the Chair of the 

Cotton Producer Advisory Committee (CPAC) for Pest Management Zone 3 (Zone 3) to extend the 

destruction deadline for Jackson and Matagorda counties in Zone 3 area 1 until October 15, 2015, 

for the 2015 crop year only.  After having considered all known relevant information, that request 

is hereby granted. 

 Zone 3.1 consists of Jackson and Matagorda counties, and that portion of Wharton County 

west of the Colorado River.  

 

 

Volume X, Issue IV 

Cotton Stalk Destruction Deadline  
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 Texas law requires a person claiming an exemption from sales tax on the purchase of certain items used to 

produce agricultural and timber products for sale to hold an Agricultural and Timber Exemption Registration Number 

(Ag/Timber Number). 

 The law also requires the Ag/Timber Number to be renewed every four years on a uniform date, regardless of 

the date the number was first issued. 

 Persons claiming the agricultural exemption on their purchases already give their supplier an exemption cer-

tificate that includes the Ag/Timber Number. Effective Jan. 1, 2016, the exemption certificate must also include a cur-

rent expiration date. 

 Ag/Timber Number holders need to renew their Ag/Timber number before Jan. 1, 2016 in order to get 

a current expiration date. 
 The Office of the Comptroller will send “how to renew” letters directly to persons already registered with 

them, and are in the process of updating the website with this information. Renewal starts in October, and phone, 

online and mail renewal options will be available. 

Ag/Timber Number 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/TX/htm/TX.151.htm#151.1551
http://comptroller.texas.gov/taxinfo/taxpubs/ag_timber_exemption.html


We’re on the Web! 

http://

jackson.agrilife.org/ 

Newsletter by E-Mail 

Due to increased postage costs, we would like to make fu-

ture newsletters and announcements available to you elec-

tronically. If you would like to receive future information 

by email send an email to mrhiller@ag.tamu.edu. Benefits 

of having your newsletter sent through e-mail are: pic-

tures and graphs will be in color, easy to store on your 

computer, no papers to mess with, click-able links to other 

internet sites, and sooner access. 

 The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  References to commercial products or trade names are 

made with the understanding that no endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is implied. 

 Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or 

national origin.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of 

Texas Cooperating.   A member of The Texas A&M University System and its statewide Agriculture Program. 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Jackson County 

Postage paid 

permit #48 

Non-profit Org. 

Real Learning for Real Life 

Mike Hiller, CEA-Ag/NR 

Agri-News Trivia 

Did you know? 
 

 Pecans are one of America's favorite nuts and are a 

good source of oleic acid, Vitamin B1 - Thiamin, mag-

nesium, protein, and fiber.  Pecans can help lower total 

blood cholesterol and combat heart disease. Pecans are 

believed to be helpful in fighting some cancers.   

 The average American eats 126 pounds of potatoes a year. 

 Farmers have enrolled a total of 31 million acres in the Conservation 

Reserve Program to protect the environment and provide habitat for 

wildlife. Since its inception in 1985, the program has helped reduce soil 

erosion by 622 million tons and restored more than 2 million acres of 

wetlands. 

Private Applicators License Training  
     If you plan on using a state limited use or state restricted 

use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4-D, Weedmaster, etc., 

and need a license, the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-

vice will be sponsoring a Private Applicator Training on 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 at the Jackson County Exten-

sion Office. Books and study materials for the course need to 

be purchased ahead of time for $50.00 at the Extension Office. 

The exam can be taken a location of your choice. If you com-

plete the training portion and score a 70 or above on the exam-

ination, you will be eligible to apply for your Private Applica-

tor License, which will allow you to purchase all state limited 

use and restricted use pesticides used in agriculture.  

To reserve your spot at the training, contact the Jackson Coun-

ty Extension Office at (361) 782-3312.  


