
Important Dates 

 January 12—Sugarcane Aphid 

Webinar—Corpus or Online 

 January  14—Pond Management 

Workshop—Calhoun Co. Fair Gd.  

 January 21—Western Rice Belt 

Conference—El Campo Civic Ctr. 

 January 22—Upper Gulf Coast 

Grain Handlers Conference—El 

Campo Civic Ctr. 

 January 22—JCCRA annual 

banquet, JCSB Auditorium 

 February 7—JCCRA Third Annual 

Premium Bull & Replacement 

Female Sale.  

 February 17—Pesticide App. Lic. 

Training—JCSB Kitchen 

 April 9-10—Generation NEXT in 

Corpus 
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Western Rice Belt Production Conference  
 The annual Western Rice Belt Production Conference will be held on Wednesday, January 21, 

2015 at the El Campo Civic Center.  The conference will begin with an Early Bird Session on Precision 

starting at 7:30 am.  Registration for the conference will begin at 8:00 a.m., with the remainder of the 

program to follow.  After a catered lunch, provided by area agribusiness sponsors, the program will con-

clude around 2:00 pm.   

 This joint effort of local rice committees, The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, U.S. 

Rice Producers Association, and Texas A&M AgriLife Research will offer growers and others the oppor-

tunity to hear presentations from the top Extension and Research scientists from Texas and Louisiana as 

well as respected individuals from the rice industry.  Topics and speakers will include:  Rice Policy Up-

date, Dr. Joe Outlaw; Rice Market Update, Dennis Delaughter; Localized Effect of Carryover Rice, Jay 

Davis; Rice Disease Mgmt Update, Dr. Don Groth; Pesticide Laws and Regs Update, Greg Baker; 

Groundwater Update, Neal Hudgins; and Insect Management in Rice, Dr. Mo Way.  The Texas Rice 

Council will also conduct their  Annual Meeting in conjunction with the 2015 Western Rice Belt Confer-

ence.  The Texas Rice Council will conduct their producer elections during the lunch hour, following the 

announcement of the Rice Poster Contest. 

 For more information, contact the Texas AgriLife Extension office in Matagorda County 979-

245-4100 or Wharton County 979-532-3310, or go to http://wharton.agrilife.org and click on Events to 

view a flyer for the Rice Conference. 2 CEU’s (1 L&R and 1 IPM) for TDA Pesticide Applicators will 

be awarded at this event.  CCA hours have been applied for and will be offered pending approval.   

Upper Gulf Coast Grain Handlers Conference  
 The 22nd Annual Texas Gulf Coast Grain Handlers Conference will be held on Thursday, Janu-

ary 22, 2015 at the El Campo Civic Center.  Kicking off with registration at 8:00 am the program will 

begin at 8:25 am and should conclude around 3:30 pm.  A catered lunch will be provided.  Five CEUs (2 

IPM; 2 L&R; 1 General) will be offered to all TDA pesticide applicators that sign in at the beginning of 

the meeting and remain through the closing of the program.  No structural credits offered. 

 The cost of the program is $20.00 per person preregistered by January 16th or $25.00 per per-

son at the door.  To preregister, please contact the Colorado County Extension Office and we will send a 

form to you.   A flyer and registration form can also be found on the internet at http://wharton.agrilife.org 
 

Program Topics and Speakers Include: 

Phosphine Fumigant Stewardship and Practical Use—Jim Sharp; Understanding Pesticide Application & 

OSHA Compliance- Sheila Schulmeyer; TDA Pesticide Laws and Regulations Update—Greg Baker—

TDA; New and Emerging Pests in Stored Grain—Dr. Robert Bowling; Understanding Pesticide Re-

sistance—Dr. Robert Puckett; Installation and Use of Spray Equipment for App. of Grain Protectants -

Craig Jakob & Josh Behrens; Equipment Maintenance—Richard Sommerlatte; Identifying Key Insects in 

Stored Grain—Dr. Robert Bowling 
 

 Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people 

without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran 

status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commis-

sioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service 

or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County Extension 

Office at (979) 732-2082 prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be 

made.  

http://wharton.agrilife.org
http://wharton.agrilife.org
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CORPUS CHRISTI – Coastal Bend grain sorghum growers are encouraged to participate in a Jan. 12 webinar ses-

sion, either in person or online, to learn the latest 

research-based information gathered on sugarcane 

aphids. 

 Sugarcane aphids are clearly visible on this 

grain sorghum leaf. A webinar on this relatively 

new pest will be held Jan. 12 in Corpus Christi. 

Growers can also attend in person or online.  

 The Coastal Bend Sugarcane Aphid Update 

Webinar will be held from 1-3 p.m. at the Texas 

A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center at 

Corpus Christi, 10345 State Highway 44, according 

to Jason Ott, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-

vice agent for agriculture and natural resources in 

Nueces County. 

 Growers can attend in person or online at 

https://texasrangeclassroom.adobeconnect.com/

coastalbend . 

 “Much has been learned about the sugarcane aphid since it was first observed on grain sorghum in South 

Texas in 2013,” Ott said. “We’ll be discussing all we learned in the 2014 growing season to help growers in the up-

coming season, as well as the information and research that continues to be compiled on what is now the most im-

portant pest of grain sorghum.” 

 Sugarcane aphids reduce yields, but they also create abundant sticky waste called “honeydew” that can delay 

harvest by gumming up harvest combines, Ott said. At least 11 southern states, including Texas, have reported sugar-

cane aphid infestations on grain sorghum. 

 The webinar will feature presentations from AgriLife entomologists along the Coastal Bend, “highlighting 

their efforts to better understand this pest and their current understanding of best management practices for control,” 

he said. 

 Among the speakers will be two AgriLife entomologists at the Corpus Christi center. Dr. Robert Bowling, 

AgriLife Extension, will provide a review of the sugarcane aphid, and Dr. Michael Brewer, Texas A&M AgriLife 

Research, will discuss sampling strategies and action thresholds. Stephen Biles, AgriLife Extension integrated pest 

management agent in Port Lavaca, will discuss the results of insecticide efficacy studies conducted on the upper Tex-

as Gulf coast last year. 

 “The results of these trials have given us a better understanding of when a treatment is necessary, as well as 

treatment alternatives to the insecticide Transform,” Ott said. “Additionally, several grain sorghum hybrids have been 

identified as having some degree of toler-

ance to the sugarcane aphid. We’ll be dis-

cussing how they might be incorporated into 

a management strategy for this pest.” 

 The webinar will follow a program 

earlier in the day, also at the Corpus Christi 

center, by the National Sorghum Producers 

on the new farm bill from 7:30-10:30 a.m. 

“NSP staff members are scheduled to pre-

sent the latest farm bill information and anal-

ysis, which grain producers are also invited 

to. This program will help growers navigate 

the new farm bill, including decisions that 

will affect their operations well into the fu-

ture,” Ott said. 

Sugarcane Aphid Webinar 

https://texasrangeclassroom.adobeconnect.com/coastalbend
https://texasrangeclassroom.adobeconnect.com/coastalbend
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Agriculture shows responsible pesticide use 

January 02, 2015 •  By Dale Hildebrant for Lee Agri-Media 

 You usually don't have to look far to find some group that criticizes the use of pesticides in the agricultural 

industry. Food safety groups, consumer organizations and even a scattering of ag groups condemn the use of pesti-

cides when it comes to raising crops of any kind. 

 But recently some good news about pesticide use was reported and it came in the form of the annual Pesti-

cide Data Program. This is a collaborative effort between USDA, EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) and FDA 

(Food and Drug Administration) that collects data on pesticide residues in food. The program started in 1991and pro-

vides high quality data on residues in food, especially foods most likely consumed by infants and children. 

 According to the report for 2013, which was just released by USDA, less than one-quarter of one percent of 

the 10,104 samples collected and tested were found to have excessive levels of pesticide residues as defined by the 

EPA. Domestic samples accounted for 70.8 percent of the samples. 

According to the PDP 2013 report over 40 percent of the foods had no detectable pesticide residue. And only 23 sam-

ples exceeded the tolerance levels. Of these 23 samples, 17 were imported and 6 were domestic. 

 In addition to the foods, 100 drinking water samples were collected at water treatment facilities in 6 states 

and 14 groundwater samples were collected from private domestic wells in five states. Low levels of detectable resi-

dues, measured in parts per trillion, were detected in both drinking water and groundwater, however, none of those 

samples exceeded Maximum Contaminant Levels. 

 So what does this mean? Simply put, U.S. farmers and ranchers are using the pesticides made available to 

them in a safe and responsible manner. They are following label directions and rates of application as determined by 

the EPA and are focused on using pesticides properly. 

 Credit also needs to go to the thousands of commercial applicators across the country who also are following 

application guidelines and rates when applying these pesticides to their customer's fields, rangelands and orchards. 

 Everyone associated with pesticide application should take pride in the fact they are protecting growing crops 

from the threats of insects, weeds and diseases, thus increasing the yields of those crops being grown. And doing it in 

a way that doesn't threaten the food consuming public with high levels of pesticide residues. Again, due to the efforts 

of those involved in agriculture, this ensures the American consumer has the most abundant, safest, and least costly 

supply of food in the world. 

 Congratulations on this prudent, yet effective use of pesticides on the crops that are grown. Less than a quar-

ter of a percent of the samples found exceeding residue levels on over 10,000 samples is a good record, but there is 

still room for improvement. It's too late to do anything about 2014, but for 2015 everyone can strive to bring the num-

ber of domestic samples with excess pesticide residues down to zero. 

What a great New Year's resolution to have! 

Growth of the Texas Olive Industry 
 “Olives will grow in virtually any kind of environment and all kinds of soil, but the biggest issue Texas has with 

growing olives is the weather." Contrary to what many think, olive trees have been grown and have thrived in Texas for 

over a century. But growing olives for personal use and growing them for commercial production are not the same, says 

Jim Henry, owner of Texas Olive Ranch near Carrizo Springs and founder of the Texas Olive Council. 

 Henry says it requires hard work, a great deal of passion and fair size orchard to make money in a commercial ol-

ive operation. Henry grows several varieties of olives at his ranch from more than 40,000 trees that produce high quality 

olives, cold pressed to deliver his trademark extra virgin oil that is winning accolades from olive growers as far away as 

California and even in Spain. 

 Henry's olive operation is so successful he is currently developing plans to expand by adding a second ranch near 

Victoria, an area he says may be the best place in Texas to grow olives. Henry's Victoria ranch will consist of about 383 

acres where nearly 300,000 olive trees will be planted. 

  “Olives will grow in virtually any kind of environment and all kinds of soil, but the biggest issue Texas has with 

growing olives is the weather. Certain weather requirements are necessary to get consistent fruit production," Henry said. 

In spite of the challenges of growing olives in Texas, the state's olive oil industry is growing and Henry sees a good future 

for Texas growers. For one thing, Texas olives are gaining a reputation as a remarkable fruit that makes an incredibly pure 

olive oil. 

http://www.farmandranchguide.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=By%20Dale%20Hildebrant%20for%20Lee%20Agri-Media
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 First-generation farmer Randy Dowdy of Valdosta, Ga., has now set the world record for corn yield with an 

average of 503 bushels per acre using DEKALB® corn seed genetics. This accomplishment puts a spotlight on the 

important role that farmers all around the world play in society, 

and it showcases the valuable role that agriculture advance-

ments can play in helping farmers achieve optimum and con-

sistent corn performance so they can get the most from their 

land, wherever they are.”  

 The Georgia growing season started off with challeng-

ing weather conditions. However, with a combination of favor-

able weather during the season’s second half, strong agronomic 

practices and high-performing corn, Dowdy set the record with 

DKC62-08 Brand, known for exceptional top-end yield poten-

tial and excellent agronomics, in the Irrigated category. It is 

adapted to most crop rotations and a wide range of environ-

ments, including both irrigated and non-irrigated acres. The 

previous world record was an average of 454 bushels of corn per acre in 2013.  

 “It all starts with making sure you have a product that can maximize high yield potential before and after you 

open a bag of seed,” Dowdy said. “I was confident DEKALB could deliver and it did. From there, I tried to make all 

the right choices to capture that potential and remove stress.” “We congratulate Randy Dowdy on his significant 

achievement of setting the all-time highest corn yield record,” said Jesse Hamonic, Asgrow DEKALB Marketing 

Lead at Monsanto. “With a commitment to maximize corn yields through productive agronomics, such as minimizing 

stress factors, it’s farmers like Randy who are moving the needle forward in improving corn performance year after 

year and who have the potential to surpass world records set even during uncertain economic times.” 

New Corn Yield World Record Set  

Pond Management Workshop 

Extension Program Specialist Peter Woods will conduct a Pond Management workshop from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, January 14, 2015 in the Ag Building Auditorium at the Calhoun 
County Fairgrounds. Practical information for landowners wishing to construct, manage or stock 
fish in ponds on their property will be 
provided. The workshop will cover 
pond site selection, construction and 
maintenance, fish stocking and fish 
population management, how to con-
trol aquatic vegetation, and what to do 
about fish kills. Two CEU’s will be giv-
en, one IPM and one General. For 
more information call the Extension 
office at 361-552-9747. Please R.S.V.P. 
so adequate materials can be provid-
ed.  
Presented by Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-

sion Service of Calhoun County  
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2015 Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit your applicable Jackson County 

FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

 

The acreage reporting dates are as follows: 

January 15, 2015:               wheat, barley, oats, rye, etc. for grain 

May 15,2015:                     corn, grain sorghum, cotton, sunflowers and forage sorghum 

July 15, 2015:                     rice, soybeans, and sesame 

September 30, 2015:       aquaculture 

 

Late filed acreage report fees will apply for crops reported after these dates. 

 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:   

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 

15 calendar days after planting is completed.   

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 

later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the 
county office.   

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” 

then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.   
 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact the Jackson County FSA Office at (361) -782-7151. 

 

Looking into the New Year, producers still have time to make important commodity program decisions. Farm owners and producers 

have until March 31, 2015, to choose between the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. Produc-

ers who have not yet updated their yield history and/or reallocated base acres can do so through Feb. 27, 2015. Producers are encouraged 

to attend local Farm Bill meetings to learn more about FSA programs and enrollment options.  

Jackson County FSA Updates  

Variety Selection 
 “Yield stability is the single most important factor in variety selection,” says Gaylon Morgan, PhD, Texas Extension cotton 

specialist. And one year is never the same as the next, he says, “so be sure to look back at the last few years to evaluate yield stability, if 

the data is available.” 

 Yield stability and performance across multiple locations are among leading criteria, but Morgan advises producers to consider 

several other factors, such as fiber quality, when evaluating cotton varieties. Morgan also suggests producers plant a diversity of varie-

ties. “Each variety has its strengths and weaknesses, so choose wisely based on the limiting factors in each field,” he says. “Match the 

variety and technology to your major pest — whether weed or worm — in that field.” 

 Another advantage to planting multiple varieties is improved ability to manage harvests and preserve the quality of the cotton. 

“We never know from one year to the next what will come our way. We can have early or late-season hurricanes, so it’s best to spread 

risks across maturities,” Morgan says. PhytoGen Cotton Development Specialist Robert Lemon concurs. 

“As Morgan indicates, planning two or more varieties, especially of differing maturities, makes good agronomic sense,” Lemon says. 

He explains the addition of PHY 333 WRF and its excellent fiber quality package is the perfect complement to the midmaturing PHY 

499 WRF. 

 “In the South Texas Extension RACE trials, PHY 499 WRF and PHY 333 WRF took the top two positions at 4 out of 5 loca-

tions,” Lemon says. “And in the Corpus Christi ‘Monster’ variety trial, PhytoGen occupied 6 of the 7 top positions. — Now that’s the 

measure of consistency.” 

 Overall, Morgan adds, the best thing producers can do is to learn from quality sources such as Extension replicated variety 

trials. Byler Engelking of Robstown, Texas, agrees. After closely studying local Official Variety Trials and industry trials, Engelking 

first planted PhytoGen® cottonseed in 2008. “It boils down to profitability of a variety,” Engelking says. “Yields vary from year- to- 

year, depending on moisture, but on average, PHY 499 WRF outyields everything else. And we’ve had it consistently come back at 41 

to 42 percent turnout. That’s about as good as we see for commercially produced cotton in this area.” 

Engelking plans to add PhytoGen® brand PHY 333 WRF to his operation in 2015. He says he’s been very impressed with the yield and 

quality of the variety in test plots and encourages others to consider it. “It has high yield potential and it’s an early season variety,” he 

says. “We can experience late-season tropical storms here, so having an earlier variety that performs as good as 499 is very promising.” 

 Producers can access numerous cotton variety trials and other information pertaining to cotton production systems at the Texas 

A&M AgriLife Extension website, http://cotton.tamu.edu, or by contacting their local PhytoGen cotton development specialist. To hear 

more from other growers and local data sheets, go to www.PhytoGen.com. 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMjE4LjM5NTQ0MjUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTIxOC4zOTU0NDI1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDIyMTEwJmVtYWlsaWQ9bXJoaWxsZXJAYWcudGFtdS5lZHUmdXNlcmlkPW1yaGlsbGVyQGFnL
http://cotton.tamu.edu
http://www.PhytoGen.com
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JACKSON COUNTY CATTLE RAISERS ASSOCIATION 

PREMIUM BULL & REPLACEMENT FEMALE SALE  

  

 Saturday, February 7, 2015 
 

 The Jackson County Cattle Raisers Association (JCCRA) would like to invite you to be a 
part of our 3

rd
 Annual Premium Bull and Replacement Female Sale at 1:00 pm on Saturday, Feb-

ruary 7, 2015 at the Edna Livestock Auction Barn.  The JCCRA, in cooperation with the Jackson 
County Beef Cattle Committee and Mike Hiller, Jackson County CEA, have embarked on this pro-
ject to help area producers have a place to sell their quality animals and aid our local producers in 
having a place to buy quality replacement cattle.   
 The cattle will come in on Friday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and will be available for viewing on 
Friday and Saturday. Gulf Tex Livestock Marketing will be our sale manager. We are excited to 
work with the Gulf Tex Marketing Team. They managed the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo™ 
Registered Bull & Heifer Sale last year and did an excellent job.  
 This Sale will be held at the Edna Livestock Auction Barn 1 mile north of Edna on Hwy 
111. All cattle will be in covered pens, which will provide a better facility for the sale. There will be 
a social and meal on Friday evening for consignors, sponsors, and prospective buyers.    
 We are asking for consignments. With the additional year of drought conditions there is an 
even more increasing demand for replacement livestock. We want to continue to present high 
quality cattle in our sale and need your consignments. The price of replacement cattle is at an all-
time high this year. 
 JCCRA is very excited about our third sale and hope to keep improving it each year.  We 
are anticipating your participation in our sale. If you are interested in consigning cattle or if you 
have any questions please contact Lynn Utz at 361-782-3403 or a member of Gulf Tex Livestock 
Marketing Team at 979-482-2018.  
 

  

 Sincerely,     Sincerely,                      
 Lynn Utz,     Leon Whitley, 
 Trade Show Coordinator       President 
    Jackson County Cattle Raisers Association  

 

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  References 

to commercial products or trade names are made with the understanding that no 

endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is implied. 

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic 

level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.  The Texas A&M Uni-

versity System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners 

Courts of Texas Cooperating.   A member of The Texas A&M University System and 

its statewide Agriculture Program. 

Volume X, Issue I 
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Trichomoniasis  Rules  
(a) Test Requirements. All Texas origin bulls sold, leased, gifted, exchanged or otherwise changing possession for breeding 

purposes in the State of Texas shall meet the following testing or certification requirements prior to sale or change of ownership 

in the state: 

  (1) Be certified as virgin, by the breeder or his representative, on and accompanied by a breeder's certificate of virgin status; or 

  (2) If from a herd of unknown status (a herd that has not had a whole herd test), be tested negative on three consecutive culture 

tests conducted not less than seven days apart or one RT-PCR test conducted within 60 days of sale or movement, be held sepa-

rate from all female cattle since the test sample was collected, and be accompanied by a Trichomoniasis test record showing the 

negative test results. 

(b) Identification of Bulls. All bulls certified as virgin bulls shall be identified by an official identification device or method on 

the breeder's certification of virgin status. All bulls tested for Trichomoniasis shall be officially identified at the time the initial 

test sample is collected. That official identification shall be recorded on the test documents prior to submittal. 

(c) Confirmatory Test. The owner of any bull which tests positive for Trichomoniasis may request in writing, within five days 

of the positive test, that the commission allow a confirmatory test be performed on the positive bull. If the confirmatory test is 

positive the bull will be classified as infected with Trichomoniasis. If the confirmatory test is negative the bull shall be retested 

in not less than seven days to determine its disease status. If the confirmatory test reveals that the bull is only infected with fecal 

trichomonads, the test may be considered negative. 

(d) Untested Bulls. Bulls presented for sale without a breeder's certification of virgin status or a Trichomoniasis test record 

showing negative test results may: 

  (1) Be sold for movement only directly to slaughter; or 

  (2) Be sold for movement to an approved feedlot and then moved to slaughter or transported back to a livestock market under 

permit, issued by commission personnel, to be sold in accordance with this chapter; or 

  (3) Be sold and moved under a Hold Order to such place as specified by the commission for testing to change status from a 

slaughter bull. Such bulls shall be officially individually identified with a permanent form of identification prior to movement, 

move to the designated location on a movement permit, and be held in isolation from female cattle at the designated location 

where the bull shall undergo three consecutive culture tests at least seven days apart or one RT-PCR test. If the results of any 

test are positive, all bulls in the herd of origin of the positive bull shall be placed under hold order and tested as provided by 

subsection (e) of this section. The positive bull shall be classified as infected and be permitted for movement only directly to 

slaughter or to a livestock market for sale directly to slaughter; or 

  (4) Be sold and moved to another physical location under permit issued by commission personnel, and then to a livestock mar-

ket or location to be resold within seven days from the date of issuance. The bull cannot be commingled with female cattle dur-

ing the seven days. 

(e) Herd of Origin or Unit Testing. 

  (1) All bulls that are part of a herd of origin from which a bull is sold in accordance with subsection (d)(3) of this section and 

is found to be infected with Trichomoniasis shall be placed under hold order and officially tested for Trichomoniasis.  

  (2) All bulls that are part of a unit of origin, as epidemiologically determined by the commission, from which a bull becomes 

separated and that bull is found to be positive for Trichomoniasis shall be placed under a hold order and officially tested for 

Trichomoniasis. All bulls that are part of the unit on which the separated positive bull was located, as epidemiologically deter-

mined by the commission, shall also be placed under hold order and officially tested for Trichomoniasis. 

  (3) Officially tested, as used in this subsection, requires at a minimum three official culture tests conducted not less than seven 

days apart, or one official RT-PCR test. If the results of any test that are required by this subsection are positive, the herd shall 

be tested as provided by §38.3 of this chapter (relating to Infected Herds).  
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Applications for funding opportunities with the USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) are currently being accepted at all NRCS offices 

across Texas.  

      EQIP is a voluntary, continuous sign-up program that allows landowners or operators to apply for finan-

cial and technical assistance for the application of specific conservation practices. Contracts are offered pe-

riodically depending on budgetary allocations. Applications made after the deadline will be considered in 

the next funding cycle. Higher priority will be given to those applications that address national, state and 

local priorities and provide higher cost efficiency. 

      EQIP offers technical and financial help to install or implement structural, vegetative, and management 

practices that can benefit the soil, water, air, plants, livestock, and wildlife.  Each county in the state is fund-

ed yearly to assist producers financially with these land management practices. 

     EQIP has touched the lives of hundreds of thousands of agricultural producers and forest landowners 

since its launch in 1997. From that time through 2014, USDA has invested in 596,481 contracts for a total 

of nearly $11 billion on nearly 232 million acres nationwide.  In addition to helping our environment, Farm 

Bill conservation program funds support rural communities. In Texas, it is estimated that each dollar of 

NRCS and private matching expenditures on NRCS conservation programs generates an additional $2.54 in 

sales of goods and services. 

      For more information, including eligibility re-

quirements, call the USDA Service Center office 

serving the county where your land is located. Ser-

vice center locations and program information can be 

found on the Texas NRCS website 

at www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov. 

      Jackson County NRCS Office—361-782-7151—

Ext. 3 

Environmental Quality Incentive Program 

Jackson County Cattle Raisers Association 

The Jackson County Cattle Raisers Association (JCCRA) is having their annual banquet on Thursday, 
January 22, 2015 at the Jackson County Services Building Auditorium.  Registration will start at 6:00 
p.m.  The program for the evening will be by Dr. Joe Paschal.  Door prizes will be given out after the 
program.  
 
Please join us for our Annual Meeting, Thursday, January 22, 2015, Jackson County Services 
Building Auditorium 
 6:00PM-Registration 
 6:30-Meal 
 7:00-Program, Dr. Joe Paschal, Livestock Specialist for District 11,  
 “The Cattle Business: Where We Have Been and Where Are We Headed”.  
 Door Prizes 
 
 The Jackson County Cattle Raisers Association works for youth development and beef/forage 
educational programs for all of Jackson County.  The majority of people that attend and participate in 
Jackson County Cattle Raisers Association functions have increased their level of understanding of all 
topics discussed and thereby increased the bottom line of their operations.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0011fzNDHao0nOCHWAAfCu4NP3klKm8tCb_p610sdZaJp01B3GZ8JeHpBbHShWnnSfeM0FDtbVhBklyJhWnaBlb9glCJMLQpoMvtJG7qT8Wljx1lrRDqujlAA==


We’re on the Web! 

http://

jackson.agrilife.org/ 

Newsletter by E-Mail 

Due to increased postage costs, we would like to make fu-

ture newsletters and announcements available to you elec-

tronically. If you would like to receive future information 

by email send an email to mrhiller@ag.tamu.edu. Benefits 

of having your newsletter sent through e-mail are: pic-

tures and graphs will be in color, easy to store on your 

computer, no papers to mess with, click-able links to other 

internet sites, and sooner access. 
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Agri-News Trivia 

Did you know? 
 

 2,4-D, our first manufactured herbicide was first used 

in 1946. 

 15% of the US workforce produces, processes 

or sells US ag products. 

 Texas women operated 38,452 farms and 

ranches. That’s higher than the total number 

of farms and ranches in 28 other states. Farms 

operated by Texas women account for over 12 

million acres. 

Private Applicators License Training  
     If you plan on using a state limited use or state restricted 

use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4-D, Weedmaster, etc., 

and need a license, the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-

vice will be sponsoring a Private Applicator Training on Tues-

day, February 17, 2015 at the Jackson County Extension Of-

fice. Books and study materials for the course need to be pur-

chased ahead of time for $50.00 at the Extension Office. The 

exam can be taken a location of your choice. If you complete 

the training portion and score a 70 or above on the examina-

tion, you will be eligible to apply for your Private Applicator 

License, which will allow you to purchase all state limited use 

and restricted use pesticides used in agriculture.  

To reserve your spot at the training, contact the Jackson Coun-

ty Extension Office at (361) 782-3312.  


