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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S !  

Hansford / Hutchinson Marketing & 
Cotton Production Meeting 

 

O’Laughlin Center - Spearman 

Registration Begins at 9:45 a.m. 

Topics:  

Marketing: Part 1 

2015 Market Outlook 

Crops, Livestock and Crop Budgets 

Dr. Steve Amosson, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

Lunch Provided by Adobe Walls Gin 

 

Cotton Production: Part 2 

Cotton & Marketing Strategies 

Dr. John Robinson, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

General Cotton Management  Considerations 

Dr. Mark Kelley, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

Cotton in a Farm Rotation with Corn & Sorghum 

Dr. Jourdan Bell, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  

Cotton Updates 

Jerrell Key & Larry Nelson, Adobe Walls Gin 

This Meeting held in cooperation with:  

Adobe Walls Gin & M&D Aerial Spraying - David George 

Continuing Education  

 Part 2 only 

 3 CEU’s for Pesti-

cide Applicators  
(3 General) 

MUST HAVE VALID  
APPLICATORS         

LICENSE NUMBER TO 
OBTAIN CEU CREDITS! 

If you need an interpreter, mate-

rials in alternate formats or 

other accommodations to ac-

cess this program, activity or 

service, please contact the pro-

gram coordinator as soon as 

possible preceding the schedule 

event so that proper arrange-

ments can be made in a timely 

fashion.  All requests will be 

confidential.    

Monday, Jan. 26th 

10:00 - Part 1 Marketing 

1:00 - Part 2 Cotton 
Production  

$10 Registration Fee 
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Note from Kristy: I know most are already through har-
vesting grain for 2014 but I wanted to include this article.  
I had a producer tell me the other day they had no idea 
this equipment was out there.  I hope we don’t need it in 
2015 but better to know about it and not need it than to 
not know and be in dire need! 
 
The winds that occurred on November 23, 2014 laid 
much of the region’s grain sorghum crop on the 
ground. I will discuss in another note the factors that I 
and others think may have led to the collapse of the 
sorghum stalks just above individual nodes in the low-
er stalk, causing the stalk to fold over. (In brief, the 
environmental conditions the 2014 sorghum crop has 
experienced included: 9 days of cool, rainy, and 
cloudy weather in September; significant sucker 
heading on some fields, which may have weakened 
the stalks; and for much of the region’s grain sorghum 
crop, especially in the central and lower South Plains, 
a harsh abrupt freeze occurred beginning November 
11 lasting for about 3 days. Stalks particularly of later 
sorghum appeared to be high in moisture and suf-
fered extensive freeze damage to lower stalk tissues.) 

 
Equipment Options 

 
John Deere 

 
Dealers have their own 
lifters, most are yellow 
like you see in Fig. 1. If 
John Deere dealers are 
sold out temporarily they 
should be able to have 
more in from Illinois in 2
-3 days according to 
one dealer.  The ones I 
have seen were 
stamped “Made in Ger-
many.” 
 
Fig. 2. Fingers from 
John Deere being used 
in downed grain sorghum, north of Levelland, Nov. 26, 
2014. The farmer is harvesting all rows from east to 
west as the sorghum is mostly lying down to the east 
or southeast. This greatly improves the harvesting as 

driving west-to-east, much of the sor-
ghum otherwise slips under the header. 
This particular reel has flat batts, which 
don’t help much in bringing the downed 
grain sorghum onto the header. This 
combine is traveling about 3 mph in this 
field though some producers have re-
ported driving as slow as 1.5 mph due 
to heavy moisture lower stalks that run 

the risk of plugging the header or the internal threshing mecha-
nism. 

 
Growers with John Deere headers (and likely Case IH, Mas-
sey, others) also note 
that they are having im-
proved success by using 
a reel that instead of flat 
batts (like in Fig. 2) has 
fingers (teeth) on the 
reel batts, which act 
more like a rake, and 
help pull the downed 
sorghum, once lifted by 
the fingers, onto the plat-
form. The tips of the 
fingers on a reel like this 
actually can extend just 
below the top side of the 
lifter to pull the sorghum 
stalks into the header 
(Fig. 3). According to 
John Deere dealer staff, 
these can be added to 
batt reels if needed (I believe replaces the batts). 
 

FlexxiFinger 
 
Many Case IH dealers are 
using FlexxiFinger, Assini-
boia, Saskatchewan,  
www.flexxifinger.com, 306-
642-4555 (Ron Wheeler is 
a rep that is currently here helping install 
equipment, U.S. cell 406-783.7791 
r.wheeler@flexxifinger.com). Wiley Imple-
ment, Lubbock, 806.745.4451 (Jayson 
Dunn, parts), is stocking these fingers. For 
the Lubbock area FlexxiFinger is recom-
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Fig. 1. Fingers, or lifters, that are 

available from most John Deere 

dealers for harvesting downed 

grain sorghum. Not all look exact-

ly the same (or might be painted 

a different color).  

Figure 2 

Fig. 3. Note the teeth from the reel batts 

just above this different version of 

FlexxiFinger cutter bar attachments. The 

reel can be lowered enough to rake into 

the downed sorghum and pulled onto the 

header, reducing some grain losses at 

the cutter bar. 

Fig. 4 
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mending the 200 
FlexxiFloat Arm model 
(Fig. 4) with the 20235 
Shoe (the lower left tip, 
Fig. 5), see manufactur-
er information at http://
www.flexxifinger.com/
flexxifloat.php). 
Here’s what these look 
like mounted on the cut-
ter bar (Fig. 6; this ap-
pears to be a different 
lifter Arm, probably the 
250 model which is a little longer, and then there are 
four different shoes, or lower tips, mounted on the 
Arms in this demonstration photo). Two individuals 
have commented that the FlexxiFinger is doing a better 
job of lifting the downed sorghum than the John Deere 
fingers in Figs. 1 & 
2. One grower in Lynn Co. who was running JD fingers 
on 11/26/2014 switched on 11/28 to FlexxiFinger, and 
has harvested a couple of fields. He noted that on une-
ven ground they were snagging the John Deere tips in 
the soil and bending them back under, and he has only 
snagged on FlexxiFinger, and said it was his own fault. I 
anticipate that FlexxiFingers probably cost more than 
John Deere, but I haven’t priced any of the equipment. 
 

Downer 
 
Downer Milo & Sunflower 
Guard, Ransom, KS, Ph. 
785-731-5634, 
www.downermiloguard.com 
One Hockley Co. producer I 
talked to (11/26/2014) has 
used these says they tend 
to plug up in downed sor-
ghum. These in fact may 
act more like a guard than something to lift downed sor-
ghum, but they can slightly reduce header losses in reg-
ular grain sorghum and might help in grain sorghum that 
is ~1,500- 
2000 lbs./A or less in yield. 
Other Equipment? 
 
If there is other commercially available equipment that 
you are using or are aware of please let me know about it 
so it can be included here. 
 

 
 
 
 

Salvage Harvest Tips for Downed  
Grain Sorghum 

 
Here are suggestions as well as feedback from several 
growers I have talked to date with downed grain sor-
ghum. 
 
 It is worth waiting and the expense is readily justified 

to get headers equipped to harvest the downed grain 
sorghum. 

 Experiment with the header height, finger tips, header 
and finger angles, etc. to see what works the best. 
Farmers believe they are getting about 2/3 to 4/5 of 
the completely downed sorghum harvested with the 
above equipment. But you may have to drive very 
slow! Even less than 2 mph if the stalks were wet (not 
the case so much now, December 1st). 

 Depending on the direction the stalks are down, your 
best results will likely be obtained by harvesting the 
field in one direction. You may have to negotiate this 
with hired combines, but the grain savings appear to 
be worth it in nearly all cases, especially as in some 
fields you may get twice the amount of grain harvested 
based on the optimum direction of travel. 

 Harvest first your standing grain sorghum that is still 
standing, even if there might be up to a third of it 
lodged. Else standing sorghum runs the risk of falling 
down more, too. You have time to come back and get 
the lodged grain sorghum as it shouldn’t be damaged 
much on the ground for the time being.  This will give 
you more time to get the header equipped for downed 
sorghum, but even the above attachments could help 
you reduce small losses in standing sorghum. 

 
 

Fig. 5. FlexxiFinger model FlexxiFloat 

250 with different shoes mounted 

on a cutter bar. 

This is not an endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of any particular commercial product but a   
courtesy to help Texas High Plains sorghum farmers deal with the recent grain sorghum fields that fell down in the          

November 23 winds. 



We are on the web! 

http://hutchinson.agrilife.org 

500 North Main, Suite 101 

P.O. Box 1247 

Stinnett, TX  79083 

 

Phone: 806-878-4026 

Fax: 806-878-4021 

E-mail: klslough@ag.tamu.edu 

H U T C H I N S O N  C O U N T Y  

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension Service are open to all people without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, 
genetic information or veteran status. 
 
The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of 
Texas Cooperating  

Wow, 2015 is off to an interesting start.  We have low fuel prices, but the corn prices aren’t looking that great.  In 
Hutchinson County all our programs will have an Economic Risk Management component.  The Ag PAC is working to 
bring you up to date topics to help you find success in your marketing and farming endeavors.  Please be aware of the 
following meeting dates (more information to follow). Most meetings will have CEU’s available to private applicators.   

 

January 26 - Marketing Outlook and Cotton Production Meeting in Spearman 

March 5 - Sorghum Meeting in Morse 

July 15 - QuickBooks Overview & Training in Morse 

August 18 - Corn Irrigation Conference in Morse 

September 15 - Wheat Meeting in Morse 

 

It doesn’t tie to Economic Risk Management for Production Farmers but Ranchers will be glad to know we will once 
again host the Hutchinson County Range Day on October 9th in Stinnett.   

 

If you have any other topics you would like to see covered in 2015 please let me know.  If I can’t get speakers scheduled 
in 2015 I will make sure those topics are covered in 2016.  
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