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Crop and Pest Situation 
 

Our cotton ranges from plants which suffered drought conditions such that 
they never flowered to good drip irrigated cotton which have cracked-open 
bolls. That is an extreme range, but a real reflection of how this season has 
gone for us. I would estimate that we have less than 1% rainfed cotton acres 
that may could be harvested. Our irrigated acres are down to about 40% of 
what was planted, and not all of that will be harvested. We have many fallow 
acres which is not real common for us. Those acres are generally bare ground. 
As we have increased chance of rain the next 5-7 days, I know many producers 
have a goal to plant a cover crop on this fallow land to keep it tied down 
hopefully till next planting season. 

Cotton is generally safe from most insect pests other than keeping watch on a 
few plant bugs till the end of August. I can find an occasional Lygus and stink 
bug, but very little damage. Irrigation continues in some fields which have a 
yield potential to justify the expense. A concern about the potential for late 
rains is if we have a light boll load in a particular field, this rain may encourage 
the development of regrowth. This late growth will only detract from what 
yield and quality has already been established. 

As September approaches, this will allow us to evaluate yield a bit better and 
determine how we approach harvest. Producers may have the idea that they 
will let a freeze condition the cotton for harvest. However, knowing that this 
crop will most likely go through the boll maturation process long before we 
receive a killing freeze suggests that significant deterioration of lint could 
occur. Therefore, a budget must still allow for harvest aid expenses. 

Grain sorghum is also all over the board in terms of development. I can find 
headworms, sorghum aphis, few spider mites, and stink bugs. Scout. For more 
information on managing sorghum insects in Texas go to: 
https://extensionentomology.tamu.edu/files/2019/02/Managing-Insect-and-
Mite-Pests-of-Texas-Sorghum-ENTO-085-2018.pdf 

Peanuts also have a few worms present feeding mostly on foliage. Anything 
north of 6 worms per linear row foot of peanuts would cause me to consider 
spraying. Call me though, and we can visit. 

https://extensionentomology.tamu.edu/files/2019/02/Managing-Insect-and-Mite-Pests-of-Texas-Sorghum-ENTO-085-2018.pdf
https://extensionentomology.tamu.edu/files/2019/02/Managing-Insect-and-Mite-Pests-of-Texas-Sorghum-ENTO-085-2018.pdf


 

 

Typical bare fallow ground in 2022 which needs cover for winter. 
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Dryland cotton not providing much erosion control for 2023. 
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