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Status 
---------------------------------------- 
Some grain sorghum is being killed 
so it can dry down for harvest. It 
looks like most fields escape 
sugarcane aphid pressure this year. 
Some cotton fields could use a rain 
but are still growing well. Corn is 
nearly ready for harvest as well. 
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For timely pest updates and 
agriculture news, be sure to follow 

our Facebook page and blog. 

Sponsors 
---------------------------------------- 
Thank you to our sponsors who 
support this newsletter and the Hill-
McLennan IPM program! 
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Cotton 
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Cotton ranges from 8 to 2-3 nodes above 
white flower. Most fields should be past 
the point where bollworms can cause 
yield damage. They can still be found in 
the fields, though, feeding on small 
squares in the terminals and some lower 
small bolls (right). 

Our next pest of concern is stinkbugs. In 
the south there were reports of high 
stinkbugs numbers damaging cotton and 
milo, so we need to keep a lookout. 

As of this week, I’ve only seen 1-2% boll damage from stinkbugs in a field. Stinkbugs 
are hard to sample directly, so we use boll damage to determine thresholds. Bolls 
damaged by stinkbug feeding can have hard, warty growths on the inside of the boll 
wall and can cause lint staining. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stinkbugs pierce the boll with their needle-like mouthparts and suck out the juices. When they 
pierce and feed on the seeds, this can cause reduced lint production and staining. Their feeding 
can also introduce boll rot. 

To scout for stinkbug damage, pick 25 bolls at four different sites in the field, for a 
total of 100. Aim for bolls that are 1 inch in diameter. Cut the bolls open to look for 
the wart-like growths or staining. If 20% of the bolls have damage, it’s time to treat.  

Check this guide for suggested insecticides: http://cottonbugs.tamu.edu/fruit-feeding-
pests/stinkbugs/ 
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