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Status 
---------------------------------------- 
Producers are cutting silage across 
the county this week and pits are 
beginning to pile up quickly. There 
are nothing but hot, sunny days in 
the near future, which will help 
cotton grow quickly. Sugarcane 
aphids are still quiet in the milo 
fields. 
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For timely pest updates and 
agriculture news, be sure to follow 

our Facebook page and blog. 

Sponsors 
---------------------------------------- 
Thank you to our sponsors who 
support this newsletter and the Hill-
McLennan IPM program! 
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Cotton 
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Cotton ranges from matchhead square to first bloom. Bollworm egg lay continues to 
increase steadily, and pheromone traps are beginning to pick up low numbers of 
adults. Newly hatched larvae can be found occasionally, feeding on the squares. 
Square drop from larval damage has been well below 1% in scouted fields. See below 
for the recommended thresholds for bollworm and tobacco budworm in Bt cotton: 

Picture left: Even small amounts 
of chewing damage by larvae will 
cause young squares to flare and 
drop.  

Picture right: A 3-4 day old 
bollworm larva feeding on a 
square. Photo by Kate Harrell, EA-
IPM in the Upper Coast.  

 Milo 
Sugarcane aphid populations are growing but remain 
in very low numbers in most fields. Beneficial insects, 
mostly syrphid flies and scymnus ladybeetles, are high 
and can be seen eliminating aphid colonies on the 
leaves. 

Field should be scouted weekly for headworms as 
moths move from drying corn into milo fields. 
Stinkbugs have been seen on heads close to field 
borders as well. Most fields are past flowering so 
midge is no longer a concern. 

Rice stinkbugs in milo head 

https://www.facebook.com/HillCountyAgriLife/timeline
http://hillcountyagrilife.blogspot.com/

