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Status 
---------------------------------------- 
We’ve had some decent rains in the 
past week across the county, with 
more in the forecast. Producers are 
out spraying for weeds and insects. 
Remember to be careful while 
spraying herbicides over the new 
cotton technology so that we can 
avoid damage from drift. 
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For timely pest updates and 
agriculture news, be sure to follow 

our Facebook page and blog. 

Sponsors 
---------------------------------------- 
Thank you to our sponsors who 
support this newsletter and the Hill-
McLennan IPM program! 
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AgTexas Farm Credit 
Brazos Valley Equipment Co 
Lone Star Ag Credit 
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News and Articles 
 A native North American mosquito species, Aedes vexans, has been demonstrated 
to transmit the Zika virus in a laboratory. However, the mosquito prefers to feed on 
large animals and may not necessarily be a competent vector. 

The Texas state climatologist, Dr. John Nielson-Gammon, is predicting a hot, dry 
summer for the state due to dry, windy conditions and warm temperatures. Long-
term forecasts predict El Nino to return in the winter, bringing wetter weather. 

Cotton 

 
Many cotton fields have seedlings popping up after the rains, 
filling in stands. Keep in mind that (depending on your seed 
treatment) these new plants will be vulnerable to thrips even if 
you’ve sprayed once already.  

Heavy thrips infestations can affect yields. They feed on the 
terminals and can cause terminal loss, which makes the plant 
branch excessively and delays maturity. It also causes new leaves 
to appear ragged. 

This picture should give you an idea of how small 
thrips actually are. 

Up-close picture of a 
thrips. 

Thrips damage. 

Fleahoppers are growing in number in some fields but remain 
below thresholds. Older cotton may be starting to square, but 
most is in the 3-4 true leaf stage. More beneficial insects can 
be found in the fields every day, especially ladybeetles and 
minute pirate bugs. Minute pirate bugs are predators of thrips, 
aphids, and spider mites, as well as small caterpillar larvae such 
as the bollworm. 

Minute pirate bug. 

https://www.facebook.com/HillCountyAgriLife/timeline
http://hillcountyagrilife.blogspot.com/
https://entomologytoday.org/2017/05/12/study-finds-native-north-american-mosquito-can-transmit-zika/
http://agfax.com/2017/05/16/texas-field-reports-hot-dry-summer-expected-says-state-climatologist/
http://agfax.com/2017/05/16/texas-field-reports-hot-dry-summer-expected-says-state-climatologist/
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Sorghum 

 
Sorghum is growing well, some fields are in boot or 
heading. Sugarcane aphid populations remain very low, 
even in susceptible varieties, and beneficials continue to 
clean up small colonies. Conditions are good for 
continued aphid growth, however, and fields should be 
scouted at least weekly. 

As the milo begins to flower, keep an eye out for sorghum 
midge. They will first attack flowering heads that emerge 
early compared to the rest of the field, and typically move 
in from field edges next to Johnsongrass. 

Stink bugs have been seen in fields as well, already trying 
to feed on developing grain. 

From the Field 

 

Sorghum Midge 

These chunky larvae can be found on different weed 
species in many fields. They are Colorado potato 
beetles, but lucky for us we don’t grow potatoes.  

Not sure why there’s an exposed cob growing out of 
the very top of this corn plant where the tassel 
should be. Interesting.  


