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Status 
---------------------------------------- 
Producers are finding it difficult to 
get in the fields to get started on 
cotton planting. Some parts of the 
county have received over 12” of 
rain in just the past two weeks. 
Wheat is turning color and corn is 
growing fast. 
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For timely pest updates and 
agriculture news, be sure to follow 

our Facebook page and blog. 

Sponsors 
---------------------------------------- 
Thank you to our sponsors who 
support this newsletter and the Hill-
McLennan IPM program! 
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Weather 

Wheat ranges from milk to soft dough and is turning color slowly. Most fields are 
waterlogged, but diseases remain low. No head diseases have been seen, and 
though rust remains in the fields at various levels, it is no longer a concern. 

 

Wheat 

By (loose) estimations, we’ve received about 3 
inches over the total normal rainfall in the 
Blacklands so far this year. Spots in the county 
were hit harder than others, with a portion of 
southern Hill getting over 12 inches in the past 
30 days (National Weather Service). There 
doesn’t seem to be any relief in sight any time 
soon: there are chances of rain almost every day 
for the next week and a half. Thunderstorms are 
possible towards the end of next week, which 
may bring another half inch on fields that will be 
struggling to dry down. 

Some fields have seen increases in aphid activity, mostly 
the English grain aphid. Aphids can be seen feeding mostly 
in the heads, and even the awns (right) as the plants dry 
down. Stinkbugs are still around and reproducing, but 
fewer adults can be seen in the wheat. Spider, ladybug, and 
lacewing populations have boomed. Armyworms seem to 
have disappeared, possibly cleaned up by the beneficials. 

 

A pair of spotted lady beetles. Stinkbug nymphs hatching in a wheat head. 

English grain aphids 

https://www.facebook.com/HillCountyAgriLife/timeline
http://hillcountyagrilife.blogspot.com/
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This mass of mating flea beetles was found on the edge of a 
field. These beetles won’t cause damage to crops, but can be 
pests in vegetable gardens.  

From the Field 

Ladybugs of all species are abundant, hanging 
out in the heads where they can feed on the 
English grain aphids. Three adults can be seen in 
this picture alone.  

This is a bee assassin bug mating pair. As the 
name implies, they feed on bees. They are 
related, and look similar, to a kissing bug, but 
are not dangerous. 

Watch for snakes and other undesirable field guests as you 
are out scouting. The rain has brought snakes up from the 
woodworks and up to some houses here in Hill County. 


