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Status 
---------------------------------------- 
Corn planting has started across the 
Blacklands in a possibly short-lived 
window: fields are just now dry 
enough to plant, but more rain is 
expected next week. The wheat crop 
is greening up at a speedy pace, but 
rust is becoming a concern. 
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For timely pest updates and 
agriculture news, be sure to follow 

our Facebook page and blog. 

Sponsors 
---------------------------------------- 
Thank you to our sponsors who 
support this newsletter and the Hill-
McLennan IPM program! 
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More information is now available about the current outbreak of cattle fever ticks. 

Seven short videos are now available for viewing on the sugarcane aphid and its 
control in grain sorghum. The information in the videos is geared towards the Texas 
High Plains, but will be very useful for the Blacklands as well. 

If you have yearly problems with spider mites on corn, check out these current tips 
from Ed Bynum, an AgriLife extension entomologist. 

The Sorghum Checkoff site has published a 2017 sugarcane aphid tolerant sorghum 
hybrid list. The hybrids included are marketed by the companies as tolerant, and 
have been identified as being tolerant by third party studies. Remember that tolerant 
hybrids are shown to slow the population growth of the sugarcane aphid, but still 
require scouting and possibly treatment if thresholds are reached. 

News and Articles 

Just as fields started to dry out, we have more rain in the forecast. Chances start 
Saturday in the afternoon and roll along all next week. Temperatures will average 
around 60°-70°. The National Weather Service predicts that the next three months 
will be warmer than usual. The possibility of a late freeze in April has producers 
worried about the speedy growth of wheat and the earlier planted corn. 

Weather 

Most wheat is at Feekes 5, but some has been 
seen at first node. Rust levels have increased in 
many fields. The vast majority of it is leaf rust, 
which is typical for these warmer temperatures. 
Leaf rust has been seen moving up the plant, 
aided by the rains last week. Some stripe rust has 
been seen on the middle leaves of tillers. Powdery 
mildew can be found in very thick stands on the 
lower leaves.  

The picture right shows leaf rust causing yellowing 
of the lower leaves. These leaves will be shaded 
out and die naturally as the plant matures, but 
long periods of leaf wetness and warmer 
temperatures may cause the rust to infect newer 
leaves, and the flag leaf when it emerges. 

Wheat 

https://www.facebook.com/HillCountyAgriLife/timeline
http://hillcountyagrilife.blogspot.com/
http://entomology.tamu.edu/cattle-fever-tick-information/
http://txscan.blogspot.com/2017/02/short-high-plains-sca-management-videos.html
http://agfax.com/2017/02/21/texas-corn-spider-mite-control-aided-by-moisture/
http://www.sorghumcheckoff.com/farmer-resources/grain-production/hybrid-selection
http://www.sorghumcheckoff.com/farmer-resources/grain-production/hybrid-selection


 

 
Winter grain mites have been spotted among thicker wheat, but are not a concern at this time. Fields that have a 
silvery appearance may have very high mite infestations. 

Bird cherry-oat aphids vary greatly in population from field to field. In some fields, beneficial insects have nearly 
completely wiped them out. Wheat plants can tolerate a great number of BCOA, especially after tillering stages. 

Very few greenbugs have been seen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wheat 
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In most wheat fields you can spot off-type plants (seeds from another variety) on any given year. This year, some 
obviously earlier-maturing off-types can be seen already headed out. 

The idea that we’ve already had enough growing degree days to mature these plants so quickly is concerning, as I’ve 
stated before, due to the possibility of a late freeze. 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Grain Mite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parasitized bird cherry-oat aphids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Powdery mildew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stripe rust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


