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Come to the Intern Fall Conference!
To be held Thursday, September 8,
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., at the Senior
Citizens Center, 3344 Hwy 31 East,
Athens, this event is fun, free, and
informative.

Interns are the newest members of
the Master Gardeners, working
toward their certification. After
taking the class, one must volunteer
50 hours in the course of a year to
the Master Gardener program. The
Fall Conference is just one project
the Interns devote their volunteer
time to, and it is an important one.

Each current year’s HCMGA
Interns have traditionally been
responsible for coordinating the Fall
Conference. This allows these
newest members to become aware
of all that is involved in hosting an
event for the public. They secure

the site, plan the program, schedule
the speaker(s), publicize the event,
and attend to all the details, large
and small, that go into planning this
presentation. The reason HCMGA
does this is simple. Guided by the
Intern Coordinators, who are Judy
Haldeman and LaTrecia Jeffcott this
year, Interns gain the experience
necessary to help with or head up
the HCMGA Spring Conference.

HCMGA’s Spring Conference is
very important, being one of only
two fundraisers we have during the
year (the other is our Plant Sale).
These two fundraisers fund
HCMGA projects as well as the
numerous programs HCMGA offers
free to the public - including the
Intern Fall Conference.

(con't on page 7 )
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On October 8 at
10:00 am the
Henderson County
Master Gardeners
will dedicate a
memorial to Texas
A &M AgriLife
Agent, Rick Hirsch.
The memorial will
be located at the
DREAM Garden on
the grounds of the

East Texas
Arboretum at 1601 Patterson Rd., Athens, TX.
Rick was an essential and valued member of the
Master Gardener program. For fifteen years
Rick taught the Master Gardener class and
guided the Henderson County Master Gardener
Association. Through his leadership he helped
the Master Gardeners grow from just a few
volunteers who enjoyed sharing their gardening
expertise to a state award winning organization.

Following Rick’s unexpected death in April, the
Master Gardeners discussed a way to honor him
and keep his memory alive for future Master
Gardeners. After many lively discussions it was

decided
to place
a
boulder
with a
plaque
in the
DREAM
Garden
to tell
his
story of

how he led and guided the
Master Gardener
association to a viable
organization of nearly 50
members and encouraged
the members to share their
love of horticultural
with the residents of
Henderson County.

A special thanks
goes to the
committee of
Margaret Dansby,
Cecilia Bowles and
Janelle Cole. These
Master Gardeners
sought out the
perfect stone and
assisted in the text
written on the plaque
affixed to the stone. In addition, the Master
Gardeners would like to thank Roy Clay, owner
of Earth & Stone in Malakoff. Roy donated and
installed the boulder at the DREAM Garden. All
friends, family and community are cordially
invited to the ceremony to honor Rick.
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SUCCESS is not what you accomplish in your life

it's about what you INSPIRE others to do.
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2016 Officers
President Lydia Holley
VP Program & Administration Yvonne Sparks
VP Member & Community Education Linda Schafer
Secretary Barbara Penner
Treasurer Susan Stokes
Historian Cherie Tanneberger

Roasted Parmesan Garlic Acorn
Squash
by Janelle Cole HCMG Intern 2016
If you have not enjoyed the delight
of roasted acorn squash I
encourage you to try it! Last fall a
friend had a bumper crop & shared
her bounty. We roasted, sautéed,
stuffed and everything else we
could think to do. These squash
are slightly sweet and wonderful
in the fall!!
YIELD: 2-4 servings
Ingredients:

1 acorn squash, washed
2 tbsp olive oil
1/4 cup grated parmesan (I use
a parmesan and pecorino
romano blend)
1-2 tsp powdered garlic
freshly-ground pepper

Directions:
Preheat your oven to 400 degrees.

Halve the squash, scrape out the
insides, and slice into 1/2" half
moons.

In a large bowl, toss
together the squash,
olive oil, cheese, garlic
powder, and pepper. Lay the
squash out on a baking sheet. Bake
for 30 minutes until super tender
and the cheese has kinda crisped
up.

www.spachethespatula.com
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Upcoming HCMG Meeting

September 21, 2016
Kenneth Rhodes, owner of Phoenix Landscaping; presentation on “Garden Design”;

Kenneth with speak on different garden designs with an emphasis on Cottage Gardens

October 19, 2016
We will be going outside to enjoy the wonderful fall weather here in Henderson County
with our annual "Picnic at the Pavilion and Seed and Plant Exchange"; members are to

bring any seeds they have harvested to share with other Master Gardeners; also
members are asked to bring one of their favorite plants; they will be asked to briefly
share with Master Gardeners information about the plant and why it is a favorite;

following will be a “Steal the Plant” exchange in which everyone who brings a plant will
go home with another plant; be sure to include information about your plant (scientific
name, best growing conditions, etc.). All members are asked to bring a covered dish for

the picnic. Yum Yum!
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Worldwide, approximately 1,000 plants grown for food,
beverages, fibers, spices, and medicines need
pollinators in order to produce the goods on which we
depend.

There is evidence that
populations of native
and managed
pollinators are in
decline, and
the loss of
benefits
derived
from them

effect us all.
Whether you are a farmer, gardener, or a
homeowner, there are many ways you can
help pollinators to prosper.

We encourage you to join us Thursday,
September 8 at the Senior Center in Athens when we
will talk about the birds and the bees....and butterflies,
and some of the other many species of pollinators.

Our keynote speaker will be Bill Baxter from the
Entomology Unit of Texas A&M AgriLife Research. He
will remind all of us why pollinators are so important.
Next up will be Carol Clark from Monarch Watch. She
will be sharing the plight of the Monarch Butterfly with

us and explain what we all
can do to help.
Our final speaker will be
Robert Cole from the East
Texas Beekeepers
Association. Cole will share
tips of how you can
encourage and support honey
bees in your local area.

Bring all your questions
because there will be a Q&A session at
the end and an opportunity for you to
meet our speakers.

Some local vendors will have items on
display and for sale. Everyone in
attendance will receive a packet of
milkweed seeds and instructions on
how to plant them. Carol Clark of
Monarch Watch will bring larger bags

of milkweed for sale.There will be herbed cookies and
door prizes to sweeten the
pot.

Doors open at 5:30. Our
first speaker begins at
6:00. We hope to see you
there.
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It's time to get back into the classroom so you
know what that means? The children at South
Athens are ready and excited to get out into

the garden!

We are so excited
about this upcoming
year!! The Stokes,
the Coles and of
course the
Hancocks will all be
spending many
hours in the garden
and with the
students at South
Athens this year

teaching them the
basics from plant parts to harvesting
vegetables!

This year we are incorporating another
curriculum called Learn, Grow, Eat & Go - along
with other Junior Master Gardener materials.
We are excited to try and incorporate more

recipes for the
kids to sample
from the
vegetables
that come
from the
garden. One
idea that we
are going to
try out is
letting them
sample some
butternut
squash soup,

since we are thrilled to see the butternut

squash thriving this year
in the garden!!

Not only are we teaching
the children about the
plants and their bounty, we also
check out the rain guage weekly, look for good
bugs to
study and
bad bugs
to
elliminate.
Making
healhty
choices is
another
area that we
attempt to cover, as far as which is healthier a
bag of potato chips or a whole potato. These
children are learning much more than just plant
parts!

We are looking forward to letting the kids tell
us what they want to see in the garden this
fall, and then we hope to get in in the ground in
September. The children's garden is one of the

student's
favorite places
to learn and
we are so
excited to
teach them in
the coming
year!!

Children's Garden Report Card : Back to School
by Janelle Cole HCMG Intern 2016
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Insects that are Beneficial, but Scary too!
Marylee Haldeman, HCMG
Most of us have been turned off by or just plain
terrified by wasps and hornets. Well, it is time we all
got over that fear of these extremely Beneficial
Insects in our gardens and around our homes,
garages, barns, sheds, etc.

Hornets and wasps gobble up numerous mites, grubs,
spiders, aphids – many of which cannot be seen with
the naked eye - that damage gardens, crops and
ornamental flowers and shrubs. Not the friendliest
creatures, but they do an important part in removing
numerous pests without any harm to the
environment.

If you see Wasps or hornets constructing a nest, ask
yourself, “Is that a safe place for a nest that will not

endanger me or my Family or
Guests? Will normal
activities cause the hornets to
feel threatened? “You know
how wasps/hornets feel about
anyone or anything getting too
close to their nest….”mad as a hornet” springs
to mind.

Late at night is a good time to CAREFULLY and
FROM a SAFE DISTANCE hit the nests with the
strongest
stream
of water
from a
nozzle
possible
until you
knock
the nest
down. After QUICKLY twisting the nozzle to the
OFF setting duck indoors IMMEDIATELY! Check
the area the next morning and watch for signs that
they are undertaking reconstruction in the same area.
Remember they are primarily active during daylight
hours foraging for food moving very little at night.

This year’s Intern Fall Conference will be about
pollinators, with several notable speakers giving
presentations. Every gardener can tell you how
important pollination is in our gardens. No one wants
to have to hand pollinate like the Chinese. We are all
busy - can you imagine trying to hand pollinate
everything in your garden, too?!!

So, come to the Intern Fall Conference! You will have
a fun time, learn something new, and meet other
gardeners. While you’re there, stop for a moment to
think about all the time and effort it took to accomplish
this event. Then be certain to let the Interns know how
much you enjoyed it.

Industrious Interns Present HCMGA Fall Conference
(con't from page 1)
by Lydia Holley
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Venture out this Fall and visit one of the 15 public
gardens within 110 miles of Athens. As our weather
begins to cool off, taking a leisurely walk through one
of the following gardens will provide a relaxing
experience for all. I gathered this list from a variety
of sources, but I tried to select gardens within a
day’s drive from Henderson County. Here goes:

Cedar Ridge Preserve: 7171 Mountain Creek
Parkway, Dallas, TX 75249. 83 Miles

This 633 acre sit, managed by Audubon
Dallas, offers 10 miles of hiking trails,
including the Bluestem Trail (a wildflower
meadow), the Butterfly Trail (through the Mary
Alice Bland Butterfly Garden), the Possum
Haw Trail, the Cattail Pond Trail, the Cedar
Brake Trail, the Fossil Valley Trail, the
Escarpment Road Trail, the Bluebonnet Trail,
and the Mulberry Trail.

Dallas Arboretum: 8525 Garland Road, Dallas, TX
75218. 76 Miles

This 66-acre site, combining two estates on
White Rock Lake, showcases Texas trees,
shrubs, vines and flowers plus plants that
thrive in Texas. Exhibits include the Palmer
Fern Dell, the Johnson Color Gardens, the
DeGolyer House, the DeGolyer Gardens, the
Woman's Garden, and the Lay Ornamental
Garden.

The Earle-Harrison House Pape Gardens on 5th
Street: 1901 N. 5th Street, Waco, TX 76708. 95
Miles

This Greek Revival mansion is surrounded by
five acres of lawns, pond and gardens
featuring native Texas flowers and shrubs.
Herb and vegetables gardens with plants
useful to nineteenth century cooking are
found near the kitchen.

East Texas Arboretum: 1601 Patterson Road,
Athens, TX 75752. 4 Miles

This recently developed 100-acre site, varying
from marsh and swamp to dry pasture,
displays both native and non-native plants.
Features include a guided nature trail, an herb
garden (54 varieties, 1000 plants), a bog

overlook, a grasslands
restoration area, and a
wildflower restoration
area, with more to
come.

Footbridge Garden Park: Court
House Square, Rusk, TX.

You can walk the longest footbridge in the
world - 546 feet - set in a landscaped park.
52 Miles

Fort Worth Botanic Garden: 3220 Botanic Garden
Boulevard, Fort Worth, TX 76107. 110 Miles

This 114-acre garden displays 2,500 species
and varieties of exotic and native plants. The
gardens offer a 10,000 square foot tropical
plant conservatory, rose gardens (including
traditional, miniature, and the Republic of
Texas Rose Garden), a Japanese garden (built
in a gravel pit and featuring 5 ponds, a
pavilion and a teahouse), collections of cacti,
day-lilies, irises and chrysanthemums, and
landscaped open areas.

Fort Worth Water Gardens: 1502 Commerce Street,
Fort Worth, TX 76102. 107 Miles

This 4.3-acre city park designed by Philip
Johnson replicates a miniature mountain
scene complete with rivers, waterfalls and
pools and 500 species and varieties of plants
and trees

Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife
Sanctuary: One Nature Place, McKinney, TX
75069-8840. 103 Miles

A 287-acre wildlife sanctuary surrounds the
museum, showcasing the nature collections
of Bessie Heard. The Texas Native Plant
Garden includes 135 species of trees, shrubs,
grasses, vines, ground covers and perennials
native to Texas.

Helen Lee Estate (Mrs. Lee's) Daffodil Gardens:
21600 CR 3103 (Off County Road 3104),
Gladewater, TX. 61 Miles

This cattle ranch, showcasing 20 spectacular
acres of daffodils, is open to the public during

Plan a Fall Adventure and Explore A Pubic Garden
by Yvonne Sparks
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bloom season by request of Mrs. Lee in her
will.

Log Cabin Village Herb Garden: 2100 Log Cabin
Village Lane), Fort Worth, TX 76109. 110 Miles

Supported by the Greater Fort Worth Herb
Society, this garden is planted with pioneer
herbs, native plans, heirloom plants and
contemporary herbs. Features include an
arbor, period benches and stone pathways.
Log Cabin Village showcases 7 authentic
pioneer homes built during the 1850s.

Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden: Stephen F. Austin
State University, University Drive, Nacogdoches, TX
75962. 90 Miles

An 8-acre woodland of patriarch pines,
sweetgums, oaks, pecans, and understory
maples is planted with 4,500 azaleas, 150
camellias, 150 Japanese maples, and 46
planting beds.

Stephen F. Austin State University Mast
Arboretum: 13000 - SFA Station (Wilson Drive),
Nacogdoches, TX 75962. 90 Miles

This 10 acre arboretum features 22 theme
gardens, including the Perennial Borders, the
Elking Environment, the Daylily Garden, the
Herb Garden, the Shade Garden, the Bog
Garden, the Dry Garden, Conifers and Hollies,
Shrub Rows, Lines of Vines, Asian Valley, the
Children's Garden, and the Azalea Garden.

Texas Discovery Gardens (formerly Dallas
Horticulture Center): Fair Park, 3601 Martin Luther
King Boulevard, Dallas, TX 75210. 75 Miles

This horticultural education center offers
display gardens including the Benny J.
Simpson Texas Native Plant Collection, the
Grand Allee du Meadows, the Kilgore Rose
Garden (antique fragrant roses), the Iris
Display Garden (300 varieties of bearded iris
hybrids), an herb and scent garden, and
perennial displays. The renovated glass
Blachly Conservatory houses a rare collection
of African flora.

Tyler Municipal Rose Garden: 420 Rose Park Drive,
Tyler, TX. 38 Miles

This magnificent 14-acre rose garden displays
more than 400 varieties. Special collections

include the Heritage and Sensory Garden
(antique varieties), a Memorial Garden
(camellia and day lily collections), and several
test gardens. The Rose Museum features
exhibits and memorabilia of Tyler's rose
industry and the Texas Rose Festival.

Weston Gardens in Bloom: 8101 Anglin Drive, Fort
Worth, TX 76140. 101 Miles

This retail nursery’s spectacular
demonstration gardens are the restoration of
an estate as English Perennial Gardens -
Texas style. Special areas of the 4 acres of
gardens include the antique rose garden, the
lily pond, the arbor, the waterfall, the perennial
garden, the shade garden and patio and the
wedding court. Native Texas and acclimated
plants are labeled.

Public Garden Etiquette: Be respectful and caring of
the gardens you visit...
Smoking is not allowed in most areas including

pavilions, tents and open areas throughout the
garden.

Please dispose of waste in recycle bins when
appropriate. Do not litter.

Garden guests are encouraged to wear closed toe
shoes.

To protect the plant collections please do not stand
or walk in garden beds or on rock or brick
borders.

Do not pick flowers, leaves or collect seeds.
Do not take or harm any of the wildlife. Please do not

feed wildlife (this includes squirrels).
Please do not get into or play in the water features.
Check each garden’s policies concerning bringing

dogs.

I add this last segment as a way to lead a
conversation with children you might take with you to
these gardens. Over the years, I have personally
visited 3 of the gardens listed above. Those were the
Ruby Mize Azalea Garden and the Mast Arboretum
on the SFA campus in Nacogdoches and the Ft.
Worth Botanic Gardens. Each of these gardens is
worth the drive. Please note the Helen Lee Daffodil
Gardens in Gladewater have a limited season for
viewing, so you will need to wait till Spring to visit.
Their website was very interesting reading. I now
have a new “Bucket List” of day trips in East Texas.
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This is a large
group of names,
and this an
attempt to to
describe this
amazing group of
insects, and the
many beneficial
jobs that they
do, mostly
unnoticed in
our flower
gardens. This
group of insects will mimic known insects that
will sting to defend themselves or their
territory. This includes looking much like a
bee, bumblebee, yellow jacket, hornet, black
wasp, red wasp, dirt dobber. You know these
stinging insects in this area.

Syrphid Fly, Flower Fly, Hover Fly, will take
on a look , or mimic the insects mentioned
above. But the Syrphid Fly, Flower Fly, Hover
Fly will not sting you. This mimicry in
coloring has likely helped the Syrphid fly,
Flower fly or hoverfly survive – a technique
called Batesian mimicry where a harmless
plant or animal (or in this case insect) mimics
the look of a more dangerous plant or animal.

The adult stage are a great group of
pollinators, flower fly, tell us that like other
insects they feed on nectar or pollens. Because
of this they are great natural pollinators.

The adult Syrphid
fly will lay eggs in
or near a colony of
aphids. Within 2 or
3 days the eggs will
hatch, and you have
the larval stage or
maggot. This
sightless maggot,
with a hook near the
mouth, then it will

use the hook to catch the aphid, and suck the
fluid out, and discard the empty skin. We all
know the lady bug or lacewing larval stage
have an excellent reputation for destroying
bad insects, but how many people know about
the Syrphid fly. We need to learn more about
this great insect, so often overlooked.

When looking for the Syrphid fly it is
important to understand just what you are

looking for! The Syrphid
Fly has paddle antenna,
not the usual long
antenna we are used to
with other insects. Also
the Syrphid Fly has a single
wing (one on each side of the
body)

We first began to get to notice know the
Syrphid fly while working and visiting in the

Henderson
County Master
Gardeners,
garden, at the
Texas Cottage
Garden. This an
excellent
example of how
Nature works
for the good of
the world. You
ask, what does
a Syrphid fly
look, like? The

Bee fly, will look much like a honey bee, many
in the insect work know that a honey bee will
string, this will give the bee fly extra
protection. The Syrphid fly, called the bee fly
will not sting you. Here is a great website, for
Syrphid fly pictures:
www.cirrusimage.com/Flies_syrphidae.htm

What are something's that are different about
the physical appearance of a Syrphid fly? Note
the larger compound eyes, notice instead of the
long antenna, you will see two small paddle
like antenna. This Syrphid fly looks like a big
red wasp. At the Texas Cottage Garden, we
saw a lot of Syrphid fly feeding on flowers of
the Bronze Fennel, that is a larval plant for the
Eastern Black Swallowtail, this maybe a plant
you want to add to
your garden, it
seems to attract the
Syrphid fly. If you’d
like to attract more
hoverflies to your
gardens, try
planting a type of
alyssum, static,
yarrow, Queen
Anne’s lace, or any
of the flowering
umbelliferae family (anise, dill, fennel, etc.).
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This year we converted our front lawn to a

Beescape. This

means that we

killed the grass,

tilled up the soil,

and then planted

plants that are

specific to

honeybees. During

this process I

learned a lot about

planning Beescapes.

Planting a Beescape

is not hard;

however, there are

things that will need

to be considered.

An important aspect of planting a Beescape is

Color Selection. Bees don’t see the colors we

do, bees see the ultra violet color spectrum

meaning they see

red, green and

orange as or close to

black. Purple, Blue,

White and Yellow

are a bee’s favorite

color. So when

planting keep that in

mind.

Next you need to

know whether the

plant will grow. A

plant that is great

for bees may not grow where you are. Native

plants that are specifically adapted to your

area are excellent because they not only

attract honeybees but also native bumblebees

and green bees. In our yard, we planted native

salvias and they do great, we also have

different plants that are not native but have

adapted to our region like basil and

lemongrass. Another thing, don’t plant

hybridized plants. Most

hybrids are bred for size

and look and not for

pollen, nectar, or smell.

We avoided those plants

and tried to find heirloom or

natives when we could.

The last thing you should do is plan for

overlapping blooming seasons. Planting plants

that bloom at different times but overlap is

suggested

because it

provides

the bees

with a

constant

source of

food. We

do this in

our

garden by

planting cold

weather, warm weather, and in between

weather plants. You can also provide a source

of water for the bees as well. Take a bowl

filled water and puts some wood chips in it.

The bees will land on the chips and take the

water.

My family and I

have really enjoyed

our beescape and

look forward to the

plants coming back

next year even

bigger. We have

loved seeing all the

butterflies and

hummingbirds that

have stopped by as

well as an increase

in bees!
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Weeds: A Gardener’s Favorite Complaint
Robert Erickson, Henderson County Master Gardener

Gardeners either complain about the weather or weeds.
Since you can’t do anything about the weather except pray
or complain; weeds are the demon of choice when it
comes to getting dirty. So the question is asked, “How can
I get rid of weeds?” The answer is, “You don’t; you can
just control or manage them.”

What is a weed? Simply stated, it is any plant growing
where you don’t want it to grow. That rose growing so
beautifully in your cornfield is a weed and vice versa.
Remember that when you tell the person you are married
to that you are going to mow the weeds and the answer
comes back as “Good idea but don’t disrupt the Indian
Paint Brushes. They are so beautiful this year.” Don’t
fight it; just take a nap for a couple of weeks.

Weeds are plants; actually one of two kinds. There are
broadleaf (wildflowers, and others which typically have
rounded leaves and flowers) and grasses (long, skinny
leaves that frequently grow tall). There are chemicals
available which will eliminate either but not both and may
turn your yard into a toxic wasteland. They will also not
eliminate weeds forever. They will just kill them for some
period until the wind, birds, animals, or whatever bring in
a new load of fresh seeds.

Since weeds are plants, they need the same things as all
other plants: nutrients, moisture, and sunlight. If they get
these in sufficient quantities, they will grow and bring
frustration to your dreams of a beautiful, weed free
garden.

Broadleaf weeds are like your prized petunias. They grow
and when they mature, they flower. With the flower, the
plants develop seeds whether you see them or not. When
mature, the seeds will drop or be blown onto any available
soil where they will sit dormant until conditions are right
for them to germinate and grow again. Recently, there
have been stories about the colorful blooming in Death
Valley this year. The seeds that are blooming are basically
more than ten years old. They have just been waiting for
the right conditions. They got them this year. If you don’t
want the seeds, you have to mow before they flower.
(There goes the nap.)

Grasses are a little different. They grow from seeds and

runners on the surface and
rhizomes or roots
underground. Get out the
shovel and dig but if you don’t
get it all, they will come back.
That is why you have so much
trouble keeping the Bermuda from invading
your garden.

Why is it so important to keep weeds from the garden in
the first place? The answer is almost heresy but…here
goes. Virtually all of the plants we know and love are
hybrids. Mother Nature hybridizes and so does man. The
difference is that Mother Nature hybridizes plants to
insure their continuity. She loves all of her plants even
those with stickers and thorns. We, on the other hand,
want large, beautiful flowers and tasty and beautiful
vegetables and fruits. We hybridize for our own use and
hardiness is very low on the list of our priorities.
Hardiness is very near the top of Mother Nature’s list.
Mother Nature’s plants will inevitably out-compete our
hybrids for nutrients and moisture. When that happens,
there goes the garden and your dinner salad or prized
tomatoes.

What is the best way to manage weeds? Surprisingly, the
most efficient way is very low tech and can be virtually
cost free. It is called mulch. Mulch has many benefits for
the garden but one of the most overlooked one is that
when applied thick enough, it will block out the sun. No
sunlight and plants including weeds won’t grow. Two to
four inches of mulch are recommended and that can be
shredded leaves, wood chips, bark, or any other material
that won’t blow away and which will slowly compost in
place over time.

One last question about weeds always comes up in classes
or talks about composting. “Should I compost weeds after
I mow them?” Some composters say never. My answer is
that if it is leaves or stems, throw them in the pile. If you
see flowers, you have seeds. Let them lie and compost in
place or where they won’t show up in your garden later.

Mother Nature abhors bare ground. If you don’t plant and
manage your soil, she will make certain that she does and
you might not like her choices of plants.
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What should you be doing NOW in East Texas?

September
* Set out fall tomatoes, peppers, and eggplants late this
month
* Sow pumpkins
* Clean up garden, replenish mulch on bare soil & in the
garden to help retain water
* Mulch perennials and new trees with a layer of compost topped
with bark mulch
* Don't over stimulate dormant plants with unnecessary water or
feed; they'll resume growth when the heat subsides
* Tend the compost pile so it will be ready for the fall garden.

October
* Prune berries
* Gather & dry herbs
*In empty beds plant a cover crop of clover to build soil and
reduce erosion.
*Start seeds of broccoli, cabbage, and cauliflower to transplant.
*Work compost into the garden now so it can mellow before
planting fall plants.
* Continue to set out tomato and pepper transplants.
* Direct seed lima beans, corn, cucumbers squash, dill and basil
into your garden.


