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 If you have been contemplating walking out your back door and harvesting fresh blueberries, 

peaches, blackberries or other culinary delights, now is the time to plan and plant for those future 

harvests.  

 Before rushing to make that purchase, you first need to do some homework. Make sure that the 

fruit variety you select will grow and produce for you - and that you are able to provide the attention 

required enduring you’ll have something to harvest. 

 Picking the best planting spot is very important. All fruits, berries, and nuts need full sun for the 

best yields. Less than maximum sunlight means a reduced harvest and more pest problems. 

 Well drained soils are crucial for the success of every fruit and nut species. Few fruit types 

thrive in poorly drained soils. Mayhaws are an exception to this rule and tolerate poorly drained soil 

although they do best in moist, well-drained soils. Poorly drained soils lack the oxygen necessary for 

the roots to function at their peak potential. 

 Here’s a simple test to determine your soil’s internal drainage. Dig a hole three feet deep with a 

posthole digger and fill with water. If the water is gone within 24 hours, you’ll have no trouble growing 

fruit and nut trees. If the water is gone within 48 hours, the soil is acceptable but can give problems. If 



water is still in the hole after 48 hours, grow vegetables of flowers instead. 

 If you are planning a home orchard, pay attention to spacing between plants. Give your trees 

enough room to grow to their full size without crowding. Crowded plants compete for light, water, and 

nutrients, and eventually yields are reduced and disease and other problems occur. 

 After planting, water your trees (in the absence of a good, soaking rain) every four days for two 

weeks, then every five days for two weeks, and so on until you can water the tree every 10 to 20 days 

without placing the tree under stress. The key to watering established trees is to water deeply and 

infrequently. Lawn sprinklers set for 15 minutes every other day will not wet the soil sufficiently for 

producing trees. Newly planted trees should be pruned back rather severely to compensate for loss of 

roots during transplanting and to begin the process of training the new growth into a good form for that 

particular type of tree or vine.  

 The Texas AgriLife Extension Service has a number of publications for the most common fruits 

and nuts grown in Texas. These provide establishment and cultural information, along with a wealth of 

other information for successfully growing your own fruit. 

 
  
NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 
 
 Farm and ranch safety should be a resolution at the top of the list for farmers and ranchers. 

Accidents and work related illnesses cost time, money and sometimes life. So, protecting safety and 

health should be a top management goal. There are several guidelines that you can follow in helping to 

insure that you and those around you remain free from harm. 

 Manage to prevent accidents and work-related illnesses. Make safety a part of every farming 

operation.  

• Train new and/or inexperienced workers. 

• Buy quality products and take proper care of them. Read and heed instructions in operator’s 



manuals, on labels and containers. 

• Establish an on-farm/ranch safety program that includes regular inspection of all equipment, 

tools and facilities. 

• You budget money for fuel, seed and other farming inputs. Adding a little more for safety 

devices can help protect you.  

• Be prepared for fire, weather, medical and accident emergencies. 

 
   

IMPORTANT DATES: 

February 4th : East Texas Turfgrass Conference. Overton, Texas. 8:00 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. Cost: $35 

(includes lunch). 5 CEUS. 903-834-6191. 

  

 

Rick Hirsch is the Henderson County Extension Agent - Agriculture for AgriLife Extension Service. 
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