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Over the past 14 years, Henderson County Master Gardeners have established

themselves as a premier corps of volunteers. An affinity of gardening and search for

knowledge are the catalysts by which Texans from every walk of life enter the Master

Gardener program.

Henderson County Master Gardener “Interns” complete at least 50 hours of

training, and have one year to complete a minimum of 50 hours of volunteer service to

become a certified Master Gardener. They may be recertified every two years by fulfilling

12 hours of training and 23 hours of volunteer service.

Master Gardeners now respond to the vast majority of telephone calls to Extension

offices in urban areas of Texas. They also have a Master Gardener web page and assist in

answering tens of thousands of home gardening questions every year. Speakers’ bureaus

are provided by many Master Gardener programs; these public presentations deliver

research based information to garden clubs, civic clubs and other community

organizations.

Master Gardeners provide leadership and support to educational programs targeted

at critical issues, including youth development, environmental stewardship and water
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conservation. The Henderson County Master Gardeners have developed into a very

vibrant and dedicated organization. The group does a superb job of supporting

horticultural education activities across the county.

Henderson County residents who want to make their thumbs “greener” to improve

their gardening abilities in our upcoming class of our Texas Master Gardener Program.

The program is a joint effort between Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Henderson

County Extension Office and Trinity Valley Community College and is designed to

improve gardeners’ knowledge, skills and capabilities, whether they are interested in

horticultural professions or just want to keep a beautiful lawn and home garden.

Participants who complete the program will receive their Texas Master Gardener

Certification. The program is offered at TVCC as a non-credit course through the

Community Services Office.

All students must complete an application prior to registering for the class.

Applications are available at the County Extension office located on the 3rd floor of the

Courthouse in Athens, or on-line at http://henderson.agrilife.org/, under Master Gardener

then publications. The applications should be returned to the Extension office by 4:30 p.m.,

Friday, August 19 . th

DISASTER AID:

Federal disaster aid for Texas cattle producers is available and officials are

encouraging producers to act quickly in applying for programs.

U.S. Department of Agriculture-Farm Service Agency Texas administrators gave

updates on livestock disaster programming in College Station at the 60th Texas A&M Beef 
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Cattle Short Course, coordinated by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and the

department of animal science at Texas A&M University.

Ranchers are encouraged to call the Farm Service Agency office in their county to

set up appointments as deadlines approach for these programs, officials said.

The disaster programs are part of the Agricultural Act of 2014, the new farm bill,

which will help Texas cattle producers rebuild and recover drought losses dating back to

2011said Judith Canales, Texas state executive director for the USDA-Farm Service

Agency Farm Service Agency.

Highlights of programs offered to cattle producers were:

- Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance provides assistance to producers of

non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory or prevented planting occur due to a

natural disaster. This includes grasses planted for livestock production. A fact sheet on this

program is available at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

- The Livestock Indemnity Program provides benefits to livestock producers for

livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather. To be eligible, a

producer must have legally owned the eligible livestock on the day the livestock died. A fact

sheet on this program is available at http://1.usa.gov/1slsUaj.

- The Livestock Forage Disaster Program is retroactive to cover eligible livestock

producers who have suffered grazing losses for covered livestock on land that is native or

improved pastureland with permanent vegetative cover or is planted specifically for

grazing. The program provides compensation to eligible livestock producers whohave

suffered grazing losses on rangeland managed by a federal agency if the producer is

prohibited by the federal agency from grazing normal permitted livestock on the managed 
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rangeland due to a qualifying fire. The grazing losses must have occurred on or after Oct.

1, 2011. Payments are based on animal units. A fact sheet on this program is available at

http://1.usa.gov/1sAsEWe.

For more information on the disaster programs, visit http://1.usa.gov/1sFkON6 or

contact Henderson County FSA office at 903-675-3259 Ext 2.

IMPORTANT DATES:

August 14  - Henderson County Master Gardeners FREE Summer Series - Rainth

Gardens - Cedar Creek Library - Seven Points - 6:00 p.m.

August 16  - Hunter Education Class - 7:30 a.m. - Texas Freshwater Fisheriesth

Center - 903-676-2277

Rick Hirsch is the Henderson County Extension Agent - Agriculture for the Texas

A&M AgriLife Extension Service. Visit our web page at http://henderson.agrilife.org/.
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