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Hunting season has arrived. Outdoorsmen are welcoming the start of another deer

season. Firearms and hunter safety are the most important aspects of any outdoor firearm

activity. 

Hunters and other sportsmen should make safety a top priority. Accidents with

firearms just don’t happen. They are caused by haste, carelessness or disregard for safety

rules. With hunting season at hand, all hunters should review and practice firearm safety

rules. 

The golden rule of firearm safety is to treat every gun with the respect accorded to a

loaded gun. Other rules include: the ability to control the direction of the muzzle, keep the

barrel and action clear of obstruction and use the proper ammunition for your gun. 

Before you pull the trigger, know the identifying features of the game you are

hunting and be sure of your target. Make sure guns are unloaded when not in use. Guns

should be carried in cases to the shooting area for your protection as well as the firearm.

Never climb a fence or tree or jump a ditch with a loaded gun; and never pull a gun toward

you by the barrel. 

Avoid shooting at hard, flat surfaces or water to avoid ricochet. When target 

practicing, be sure to have an adequate backstop. Make sure that guns and ammunition are
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stored separately and out of the reach of children. Another common sense approach is to

refrain from the use of alcohol. 

Lastly, never point a gun a  anything you do not want to shoot. 

FISH FACTS:

As winter approaches, pond owners’ thoughts turn away from feeding their catfish.

While it’s true that catfish don’t eat much feed in winter, pond owners serious about their

ponds should not totally stop feeding. The lack of a winter feeding program in the winter

months can negatively impact the fish’s growth the next growing season. Fingerling sized

catfish are particularly susceptible to nutritional deficiencies caused by poor winter

nutrition, including emaciation and increased susceptibility of disease and parasite

problems. 

Food-size catfish can lose up to 10 percent of their pre-winter body weight without a

winter feeding program. Pond owners should continue to feed a floating ration containing

at least 28 percent crude protein during the winter months. Sinking rations should be

avoided because of the difficulty in determining whether the feed is actually consumed.

Landowners can feed up to 1 percent of the total fish weight present on warm

afternoons. Catfish will respond best on days when water temperatures are 54 degrees

Fahrenheit or above at the time of feeding. If the fish don’t respond to the initial feeding,

landowners should discontinue feeding until water temperatures increase. Overfeeding

may lead to water quality problems next spring. 

Although weather conditions will dictate the actual frequency of feeding, every

other day feeding has resulted in as much as 18 percent weight gain as a result of winter 
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feeding programs. 

The adoption of a winter feeding program is not for everyone. However, those pond

owners intensively managing their ponds for catfish should consider winter feeding to

increase fish performance during the next growing season. 

IMPORTANT DATES:

November 19  - Cow-Calf Roundtable - 5:30 p.m. - Senior Citizens Building,th

Athens - $15.00/person - 1 C. E. U.

November 21  - Hunter Education Class - 7:30 a.m. - Texas Freshwaterst

Fisheries Center, Athens - 903-676-2277 for more information

and to register

December 18  - Trinity Valley Ag Chemical Seminar - 8:00 a.m. - Mabank Fireth

Station - $25.00/person - 6 C. E. U.’s

Rick Hirsch is the Henderson County Extension Agent - Agriculture for the Texas

A&M AgriLife Extension Service. Visit our web page at http://henderson.agrilife.org/.
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