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Insects and diseases can cause problems in peaches, plums, nectarines and pecans.

Homeowners who grow these fruit trees can more easily identify the problems and select

the proper control methods if they are familiar with insect pests and diseases, their life

cycles and the damage they cause. 

Plant diseases are most severe in periods of frequent rain or dew and mild

temperatures (75 to 85 degrees F). Early-maturing peach varieties are more likely to be

affected by brown rot than are late maturing varieties; late varieties are often damaged

more by peach scab.

Insect infestations are not as dependent on weather as are diseases. Most insect pests

are monitored by visually inspecting trees for insects or their damage. Traps baited with

pheromones can be used to monitor activity of the pecan nut casebearer and the lesser

peach tree borer. 

Healthy plans can survive some insect and disease damage better than can stressed

plants. Trees grow best if you select adapted disease-resistant varieties, plant them in a

suitable site, follow a well-balanced fertility program, and irrigate and prune as needed. 

It’s important to clean up and dispose of plant residue to reduce the damage from    

peach scab, plum curculio, hickory shuckworm, and brown rot of peach. Diseased material 
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that is properly composted can be recycled as mulch or organic material.

Homeowners face a number of problems in buying chemical products to control

diseases and insects. Some products have had their uses canceled or are not as available to

homeowners as they once were, and the most effective ones are not always packaged in

small quantities and may only be available in commercial-size paqckages. 

If you buy commercial-size packages, the cost is high, the unused portion must be

stored for a long time, and the label lists the rates in amounts per acre, which is difficult to

convert when mixing a few gallons of spray material. 

Another problem is that many products have limits on the number of times they can

be applied per season. These limitations may require that you buy more than one chamical

to achieve season-long control of diseases or insects.

In some cases, a commercial-size package is your only option. To get a bigger

selection, fruit hobbyists with more than a few trees should consider commercial-size

packages. For homeowners with just a few trees, the best option may be the combination

(insecticide plus fungicide) products available at nursery and garden centers.

EAST TEXAS TURFGRASS CONFERENCE:

The Annual East Texas Turfgrass Conference has been scheduled for Feb. 5 at the

Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center at Overton.

The annual conference program is primarily for professional grounds and

landscape managers for local school districts, city parks and recreation departments,

however, there will also be plenty of information presented that private homeowners will

find interesting and useful.
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Registration will begin at 7:30 a.m. and is $30 per person, payable at the door by

check or cash. Attendees will be eligible for five continuing education units toward the

renewal of their Texas Department of Agriculture pesticide applicator licenses.

Two continuing educations in the general category, two in the integrated pest

management and one in laws and regulations will be offered. Be sure to bring your

pesticide license or pesticide number with you to ensure proper CEU credit, your driver’s

license number alone will no longer serve.

The formal program will begin at 8 a.m. and end at 3:15 p.m., with an

all-you-can-eat catfish noon lunch, which will be included with registration.

Morning program presentations will include: “Feral Hog Control & Management,”

Dr. Billy Higginbotham, AgriLife Extension wildlife specialist; “Pre-and Post-Weed

Control Methods,” Dr. Matt Elmore, AgriLife Extension turfgrass specialist, Dallas; and

“Turfgrass Disease Updates,” also by Dr. Elmore.

After lunch presentations will include: “Soil Fertility, Sodic Soils and Lime

Quality,” Dr. Tony Provin, AgriLife Extension soils specialist with the soil, water and

forage testing laboratory, College Station; “Pesticide Laws & Regulation Update,” Dr. Don

Renchie, AgriLife Extension pesticide safety specialist, College Station; and “IPM Practices

In Local School Districts,” Janet Hurley, AgriLife Extension school integrated pest

management specialist, Dallas.

Morning and afternoon breaks will allow attendees to visit with industry sponsors

and view their exhibits.
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The conference is sponsored by the 22 counties of the East District 5 Texas County

Agriculture Agents Association and AgriLife Extension, the East Texas Seed Company in

Tyler; Rozell Sprayer Manufacturing, Tyler; and ASCO Equipment, Tyler. For more

information contact the Henderson County Extension Office.

IMPORTANT DATES:

February 5  - East Texas Turfgrass Conference - Overton - 7:30 a.m. -th

$30.00/person (payable at door) - 5 C. E. U.’s

February 26  - Sandyland Vegetable Conference - Cain Center - Room B,th

Athens - 6:00 p.m. - $15.00/person - 2 C. E. U.’s

Rick Hirsch is the Henderson County Extension Agent - Agriculture for Texas

A&M AgriLife Extension Service. Visit our web page at http://henderson.agrilife.org/.
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