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The recent rains have brought fire ants closer to the surface, both literally and as a

matter of concern for area property owners.

Rain doesn’t necessarily make fire ants more abundant. They were always there;

they just weren’t as noticeable. When it rains, the ground becomes saturated and the fire

ants move their colonies higher, giving some people the impression there are more of them

than there were during dry months.

Unless homeowners have been treating regularly, it’s a safe assumption they already

have or will be getting at least one fire ant mound in their yard. 

- Fire ants in vegetable gardens: There are limited options for control here, so if you

are treating with a pesticide, be very careful to read the label to make sure what you are

using is safe for use around vegetables. Boiling water will work, but depending on how

close the mound is to the plants, you may kill some vegetable roots. I recommend products

containing spinosad as either a drench or bait, as it is labeled for use in vegetable gardens.

- Fire ants without visible mounds: Baits are definitely the way to go here. If you

can’t see the mound, you can’t drench it properly. Ants take baits back into the next and

feed them to the other ants, including the queen. Baits may take up to two weeks to work,
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so be patient. 

- Fire ants in yards: Treat individual mounds and follow up a couple of days later

with a broadcast bait. You will eliminate or at least reduce the size of the mounds you treat

individually, and the bait will help keep the populations down and knock out the mounds

that you didn’t see. 

- Immediate treatment: If you’re having a party or outside gathering in a few days,

or need to treat quickl6y for some other reason, I suggest using broadcast granules or

individual mound treatments or both. If the ant population is really dense, treat individual

mounds with a liquid drench or a dust labeled for fire ants. Then use a broadcast granule

treatment to provide a barrier to prevent new mounds from popping up, as well as to treat

any unseen mounds.

- Long-term fire ant management: if you want to avoid “emergency” fire ant

treatments, it’s best to have a treatment regimen and to use baits as the preferred method.

If our fire ant populations are fairly low to begin with, you can treat every six months.

Treatments in the fall may result in no ants in the spring, in which case you can eventually

drop back to once every 12 months. If the mounds are large and fire ant populations are

dense, you may need to treat once, then again in six to eight weeks. Then you can return to

an every six months routine. 

As with all pesticide use, read the label first, apply only what is recommended and

wear protective clothing during application. 
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TEXAS A&M BEEF CATTLE SHORT COURSE:

The beef export market and its future potential for the U.S. will be among topics

covered during the Aug. 3 general session of the 2015 Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short

Course in College Station.

Dan Halstrom, senior vice president of global marketing and communications with

the U.S. Meat Export Federation, will discuss beef export trends during the afternoon

general session. Halstrom is responsible for global marketing for the federation, including

coordination in 18 regions around the world  where he facilitates the marketing of U.S.

beef, pork and lamb.

Other featured speakers during the general session will be Dr. Darrell Peel,

Oklahoma State University livestock economist, who will discuss the cattle market outlook

and current supply and demand factors beef producers should consider in maintaining

their own operations. Brian Bledsoe, chief meteorologist at KKTV-Colorado Springs,

Colorado, will provide a weather outlook, and Dr. Rick Machen, AgriLife Extension

livestock specialist, Uvalde, will discuss hot topics in the beef industry.

The short course is the premier beef educational event in Texas, attracting more

than 1,400 attendees annually. It features 20 sessions covering basic practices, new

technologies and other important industry topics. These sessions provide participants with

an opportunity to choose workshops based on their level of production experience and the

needs of their ranch. 
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Concurrent workshops will feature information on introductory cattle production,

forage management practices, range management, nutrition and reproduction, record

keeping, genetics, purebred cattle, and much more.

In addition to classroom instruction, participants can attend one of the program’s

popular demonstrations on the morning of Aug. 5 .th

 There will be demonstrations on fence building, chute-side calf working, cattle

behavior, penning, brush management, and beef quality. These provide an opportunity for

ranchers to see beef cattle production practices put to use.

Participants can earn at least 10 Texas Department of Agriculture pesticide

continuing education units if they are already licensed.

An industry trade show will be held during the event, featuring more than 120

agricultural businesses and service exhibits.

And the famous Texas Aggie Prime Rib Dinner is always a highlight of the short

course.

Registration is $180 per person before July 30 or $220 afterwards. It includes

educational materials, a copy of the 600-page Beef Cattle Short Course proceedings, trade

show admittance, admission to the prime rib dinner, lunches, breakfasts and daily

refreshments.

Registration information and a tentative schedule were mailed to previous

participants in May, but also can be found on the short course website at

www.beefcattleshortcourse.com. More information can also be obtained by calling the

Henderson County Extension Office at 903-675-6130.

http://www.beefcattleshortcourse.com
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IMPORTANT DATES:

June 25  - Henderson County Master Gardeners FREE Summer Series #1 -th

Summer in the Garden: Dream of Blossoms, Butterflies and Bees -

East Texas Arboretum - DREAM Garden - Athens - 6:00 p.m.

- Horticulture Field Day - Texas A&M AgriLife Research and

Extension Center at Overton - Free Admission - 8:30 a.m. 

Rick Hirsch is the Henderson County Extension Agent - Agriculture for the Texas

A&M AgriLife Extension Service. Visit our web page at http://henderson.agrilife.org/.
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