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Since real plants are becoming increasingly popular and most people have enough

space for at least a few specimens, container plants are becoming quite popular.

Furthermore, they make excellent Christmas gifts that keep on giving pleasure and

enjoyment throughout the year.

Container plants have several advantages for most households. Portability and their

small space requirement are two major points.

When grown in containers, plants can be easily moved from one place to another.

Thus when the flower is at its peak, it can be displayed in full view where the gardener

wishes. Then, when it is not as attractive, the plant can be moved to another location. An

added bonus for mobile home and apartment dwellers is that when they move, the plants

can be taken with them and provide an “instant landscape” at the new location.

Another nice thing about container plants is that they do not require much space.

Once again, this is a big “plus” for apartment and mobile home residents. Flowering plants

as well as varieties producing fruits and vegetables may be used.

Since each container can have different soil conditions, a greater variety of species

can be grown than in a garden that is limited to the areas existing soil plants with various 
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requirements as far as soil, water, pH, light and other elements are concerned may be

grown.

As long as the plant’s cultural requirements are met, almost any plant can be used

for a container specimen. Before selecting a plant, the successful container gardener

determines where the plant will usually be located and the amount of available sunlight,

moisture and protection present.

Besides the well-known annual and perennial flowers, deciduous or evergreen trees,

shrubs and vines may be used. Annuals usually prefer at least a half day’s full sun, but

most tropical evergreens do well with less.

The success or health of any plant depends directly on the soil in which the plant is

growing. Basically, the soil holds the plant in place in an upright position and provides

necessary moisture, oxygen and food. As simple as this may seem, many backyard soils do

not supply these essentials for proper production. 

The best method of assuring plants of adequate moisture is to incorporate generous

amounts of humus or organic materials into the soil. Organic materials such as peat moss,

leaf mold, compost, processed bark and animal manure are a coarse texture which ensures

good soil aeration or oxygen, proper drainage or water retention as well as prevention of

soil compaction and oftentimes food for the plant.

Spade and work proposed planting areas well before adding organic or humus

materials to remove undesirable weeds and grasses to work organic additives into the bed

area. Spread organic materials evenly over the surface of the cultivated soil, then turn into

the soil. 
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The amount of organic material required for a garden bed depends on existing soil

conditions. Heavy clay-type soils or very sand soils demand greater amounts of humus or

organic materials to ensure proper aeration, drainage and water retention. The amount

depends on the depth and size of the proposed planting area. With experience, the

gardener can feel the soil and recognize the desired tilth and soil texture for plant growth. 

The soil should appear and feel “fluffed” and loose in texture.

Animal manures, compost and leaf mold not only provide organic matter but slowly

available food for the plant as well. Because these materials are not as coarse as peat, more

is usually required for a good soil mix. Oftentimes, when available well-rotted manures,

compost or leaf mold are added to a peat and soil mixture. 

Processed barks are available in a number of grades or sizes that are popular and

useful as long-lasting soil conditioners and decorative mulches.

A couple of cold spells have taken their toll on many ornamental landscape plants

throughout East Texas this winter and you can be sure that more are on the way. 

It is often difficult to assess exactly how extensive winter damage is on a given plant.

Leaves may brown and darken only to leaf anew in the spring time. It is virtually

impossible to determine the extent of damage until the growing season arrives. In general,

if roots and stems escape severe damage, the plant will regenerate new leaves and survive. 

Time is the true test for evaluation of plant damage. I would recommend that

homeowners not prune or remove seemingly damaged plants until they have had a chance

to respond under good weather conditions. Only then should damaged plants be severely

pruned or removed. 



-4-

          In some cases, branch or stem damage may occur until summer when heat stress may

cause them to split and die. Pruning the plant just prior to spring growth will stimulate

growth and stronger recovery. A severe pruning may be necessary to remove all dead wood

and to allow live root systems to sprout a new flush of growth. If the root system has been

severely damaged there is little likelihood that the plant can be saved. 

Cold damage is more prone to occur when excessive moisture is drawn from the

plant tissue in freezing temperatures. Plants which are in dry soils consequently will suffer 

a greater degree of damage. Therefore, it is important to maintain adequate soil moisture

even in the winter time. Mulching shallow rooted plants such as Azalea with 4 - 6 inches of 

mulch will also help protect root systems. 

IMPORTANT DATES:

December 13th - Hunter Education Class - Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center -

Athens - 903-676-2277 - 7:30 a.m. 

December 19th - Trinity Valley Ag Chemical Seminar - Mabank Fire Station -

8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. - 6 C. E. U.’s - $25.00/Person - Contact

the Extension Office at 903-675-6130 for more information or

to pre-register

Rick Hirsch is the Henderson County Extension Agent - Agriculture for the Texas

A&M AgriLife Extension Service. Visit our web page at http://henderson.agrilife.org/.


