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TEXAS HONEY PRODUCTION DIPS SLIGHTLY

Molly Keck, AgriLife Extension entomologist and Beekeeping 101 instructor, Bexar County, said Winter Storm Uri in
February and drought conditions in early spring negatively impacted honey production.

Keck said the combination of stressful conditions occurred at a critical time for overwintering bee colonies.
 

“The winter storm caused delayed wildflower bloom and that certainly impacted honey production,” Keck said. “It
likely caused honeybee losses, especially in South Texas where bees are not acclimated to that type of freezing cold.

But the lack of rain through the winter into late-April exacerbated the lack of forage availability for bees as hives
became more active.”

 
The annual U.S. Department of Agriculture Department honey report in March showed there were 157,000 honey-
producing bee colonies across the state in 2020. Texas honey contributed 8.9 million pounds with a value of $17

million to overall U.S. production, 147.5 million pounds worth more than $299 million.  
 

Keck said the reduced production could mean higher prices for retail honey, but that local conditions and
production success or failure could play into what consumers ultimately pay for locally produced honey.

Texas beekeeping falls into three categories – hobbyists, sideliners and commercial. The actual amount of localized
honey production is difficult to quantify due to the number of hobbyists and sideliners who do not participate in

reporting.
 

Hobbyists are backyard beekeepers who keep bees, typically less than 10 hives, to meet Texas’ agriculture
exemption for property taxes and/or to produce honey for their household, to share and/or sell locally. Sideliners

typically have 50-250 hives but also maintain a full-time job.
 

Commercial beekeepers keep 500 colonies or more. Their livelihood depends on bee husbandry and by moving large
numbers of hives around the state and nation to pollinate crops and/or produce honey.

 
A commercial beekeeper in Texas, for example, may deliver hives in the Rio Grande Valley to pollinate watermelon
fields and move those same hives to the Texas Plains to pollinate cotton later in the growing season. Then in the

summer they may move their colonies to South Dakota or North Dakota for clover honey production. 
 

Keck said beekeepers around the state should be preparing their hives for winter.
September rains and warmer weather provided a late bloom that Keck said is helping colonies in some areas of the

state stock away food stores to get them through December, January and February. But beekeepers should be
monitoring colonies for any supplemental needs.

Keck said it is equally important that beekeepers monitor colonies for mites and reduce any infestations prior to
overwintering.

 
“Bees are much like livestock in that we are responsible to provide what nature is not providing,” she said. “In parts
of the state, especially the southern half, flowers may be blooming into December, but most hives are closed up at

Thanksgiving and not opened back up until around Valentine’s Day. It’s not too late to help make sure you have
done your part to help healthy colonies emerge next spring.”

 
 

https://tx.ag/Beekeeping101
https://www.usda.gov/


AgriLife Extension district reporters
compiled the following summary:

Drought conditions worsened. Most counties
showed signs of drought stress. Pasture and

rangeland conditions were fair. Subsoil and topsoil
conditions were short. Planted winter pastures were

struggling. Houston County reported producers
were waiting to plant due to lack of moisture. They

also reported problems with high horse fly
populations on the east end of the county. Ponds

and creeks were drying up. Livestock were in fair to
good condition with some supplemental feeding.

Wild hogs remained a problem for most producers.

EAST



Consumers can expect higher prices and fewer options for whole turkeys leading into this Thanksgiving, according to
a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service expert.

David Anderson, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension livestock economist, Bryan-College Station, said turkey production was
down 5% compared to last year, but prices have risen significantly. Fewer turkeys combined with higher food supply

chain and logistical costs like feed, fuel and labor have pushed prices upward.
The national wholesale average for whole hens is $1.35 per pound compared to $1.14 per pound this time last year,

Anderson said. The five-year average per-pound price is $1.06 for those turkeys.
Wholesale boneless, skinless turkey breasts were up to $3.45 per pound compared to $1.80 per pound last year

with a five-year average of $2.74 per pound. 
Anderson said both turkey numbers and pounds produced are at the lowest point since 2015, a response to

slipping demand. “This has a lot to do with the fact they are producing fewer turkeys,” he said. “Other factors are a
part of that, but this is more to do with years of per-capita consumption dipping and longer-term demand-side

issues for the turkey industry.”
 

Holiday demand dips for whole turkeys
Anderson said marketing and economic changes for turkey have been driven by consumer choices around

the holidays, which has historically driven the whole bird market.
The pandemic clearly impacted the number of holiday gatherings last year, which did not help the industry,

but over the past several years, consumers have gone with other meat options, especially for traditional
get-together style holiday lunches and dinners beyond Thanksgiving.

“We typically think of Thanksgiving and Christmas when we talk about whole turkeys, but a growing
number of consumers have chosen other options like prime rib or brisket or an entirely different menu
that used to represent that second bird,” he said. “It doesn’t take a large percentage of that among 330

million consumers to be a big deal.”
Anderson said the other big part of turkey consumption – as deli meats – has grown slightly over recent

years but is being outpaced by other grocery store and restaurant offerings.
 
 
 

 

Expect higher prices, fewer options on Thanksgiving turkeys

Fewer options for centerpiece turkeys
Anderson said prices for pork, beef and chicken are also up,
but that other factors from bottlenecks to feed prices and

higher demand are driving those increases. Aside from
hitting consumers in the pocket, lower supplies of whole

birds could mean finding the prototypical centerpiece
turkeys could be more difficult this Thanksgiving.

Lower supplies and higher costs could also mean individual
grocery stores may not offer feature specials on whole birds
that are typically used to attract shoppers in hopes they fill

their shopping carts with other related items.
“They may not be able to find certain size birds they are used
to, or it may be frozen rather than fresh,” he said. “This year,
buying a turkey may require being more flexible according to

what is available.”
 

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/


Mow the leaves into the lawn to recycle their nutrients-
The simplest, easiest way to use the leaves is to mow over them with a mulching mower so

that the leaf pieces can fall down between the grass blades. The leaf pieces will release
nutrients as they decompose, explains Skip Richter, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service

horticulture agent, Brazos County, and host of Garden Success, KAMU FM/HD-1.
“Most people have a St. Augustine lawn, which tends to be coarse,” he said. “If you had a golf-
course green, you wouldn’t be able to mow the leaves into it. But for most lawns, it’s easy. It

requires no extra work because you’re mowing anyway.”
 

Collect and mulch the fallen leaves
The next-simplest alternative is to collect the leaves and spread them around shrubs, trees

or vegetables so they can work as mulch.
“I run over the leaves a few times with my mower to try to break them down,” Richter said.

“When you grind them up a little bit, it gives them a nicer look, and they’re less likely to blow
away.” Mulch moderates soil temperature, prevents erosion and evaporation, greatly

reduces weed problems, and provides nutrients for plant roots as it decomposes over time.
 

Use the leaves as compost
A third option for using falling leaves is to compost them, Richter said, pointing out that
AgriLife Extension has plenty of information on how to compost at home. He has even

created an online resource on composting for kids.
Composting leaves takes more commitment than mulching them, but it creates a nutrient-

rich mix that can be mixed with soil to help plants thrive.
“Think about it like what happens in a coffee pot,” he said. “When water goes on top of the

composted leaves, what comes out is nutrient-rich water that roots can use.”
“Most people don’t think of dead leaves as useful,” Richter added. “They think it’s a mess, but

it’s not a mess. It’s nature’s own, free, slow-release, plant-based fertilizer.”
The leaves have so many uses in the garden, Richter said, that he sometimes stockpiles them

during “leaf season.”
“Your neighbors are so kind,” he said. “They bag the leaves up and set them right on the curb

for you.”
 
 
 
 
 

Three tips to recycle fall leaves:

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/browse/featured-solutions/gardening-landscaping/fall-vegetable-gardening-guide-for-texas/
https://www.kamufm.org/programs/garden-success-kamu-fmhd-1
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2020/09/03/agrilife-extension-st-augustine-guides-available-online/
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2021/03/26/how-to-manage-garden-weeds-with-mulch/
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2020/07/07/composting-at-home/
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/kindergarden/kidscompost/CompostingForKids.pdf
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Cool Season Annual Forages: To Plant or
Not To Plant…Now or Later?

 

Ideally we would like to plant to soil moisture. Summer pastures
should be overseeded in October and early November depending on
location. Delaying planting may give us an opportunity to plant to soil

moisture depending on rainfall. Delaying planting too late (late
November or December) will decrease overall forage production as

well as result in a shorter grazing period.
 

If we do have adequate moisture this winter be prepared to manage
any winter forages planted, especially those overseeded into existing

warm season perennial sods (bermudagrass, bahiagrass, etc). Late
(April/May) ryegrass or legume forage production can slow down the

spring recovery of our warm season perennial grasses. Be prepared to
increase stocking rate or harvest excess forage at that time to allow

for warm season perennials to break dormancy.
 

foragefax.tamu.edu
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