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Stockpiling Bermudagrass or Bahiagrass
A different winter feeding approach, other than hay, could be the use of standing or stockpiled warm
season perennials (such as bermudagrass or bahiagrass). These forages are allowed to accumulate
in the field for grazing during fall and early winter. Stockpiled bermudagrass can provide the
required nutrition for dry, pregnant cows through January if the appropriate procedure is followed.
Producers should plan on providing approximately 45 to 60 days of grazing with the dormant
bermudagrass. In most instances, stockpiled bermudagrass should be used up by January. Once the
stockpiled bermudagrass is completely grazed, a shift to another winter feeding option (cool season
forages and/or hay).

Adequate moisture combined with the appropriate fertility program is required to produce the
desired bermudagrass quantity and nutritive value. If fertilizer is not applied after cutting or grazing
in August, producers may still take advantage of accumulated forage during the fall. There will not be
as much forage accumulated and forage nutritive value will be lower. The forage, however, may still
be utilized, providing appropriate supplementation is provided. If adequate moisture is not received
during September, October and November, little bermudagrass will be produced and grazing
initiation may be delayed.

Graze pasture to a 2-3” stubble height or harvest the final cutting of hay in preparation
for fertilization approximately 8 weeks prior to first anticipated frost.
Apply 60 to 75 lbs of Nitrogen and phosphorus and potassium based on soil test
recommendations.
Defer pastures from grazing and allow forage to accumulate until frost or forage is
needed.
Initiate grazing in response to the need for hay supplementation.
When stockpiled forage is completely grazed, it will be time to start traditional hay
feeding program or initiate grazing cool season forages.
Be sure to provide free choice mineral supplement to cattle and monitor body condition
of the cattle.

Steps to stockpile bermudagrass/bahiagrass include:
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

6.
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The information below is posted publicly on the Texas A&M Animal Science Research Page. 

Objectives
To examine the relationships between NFI and performance traits in
growing cattle
To determine if observed differences in NFI were associated with
differences in ultrasound measures of carcass composition
To identify physiological measures that are predictive of NFI
 

Use of Net Feed Intake (NFI) to Improve Feed Efficiency in Beef Cattle

Approach: Historically, the beef industry has not attempted to select cattle for
improved feed efficiency because of the difficulty and expense of measuring
feed intake in cattle, and because the traditional measure of feed efficiency
(feed-to-gain ratio) is inversely related genetically to growth and size. Net feed
intake is a new feed efficiency trait that quantifies genetic variation in feed
intake beyond that related to differences in growth and body weight. Similar to
a golf score, an animal with a negative NFI is more efficient because it eats less
feed then expected, whereas a positive-NFI animal is less efficient because it
eats more feed then expected.
Individual feed intake of growing steers (Study 1; N = 180) and bulls (Study 2; N
= 60) were measured using electronic gate feeders, and NFI determined as
actual intake minus expected intake from multiple linear regression analysis.
Performance traits and ultrasound measures of carcass composition were
measured and blood samples collected to measure various metabolites and
hormones.

Results to Date: Net feed intake was not correlated with body weight or ADG
but was positively correlated with feed intake and feed conversion ratio (FCR).
In the first study, steers identified as having low NFI (more efficient) had similar
body weights and ADG, but ate 17% less feed and had 19% lower FCR
compared to steers with high NFI (less efficient). The high NFI steers had
greater back fat thickness, but similar ribeye areas compared to low NFI steers,
suggesting that low NFI steers were slightly leaner. These results demonstrate
that NFI is an alternative measure of feed efficiency that may provide
opportunities to identify more efficient cattle independent of growth traits, and
it should be investigated further for increasing U.S. beef cattle production
efficiency.



Head to the county clerk’s office
All livestock brands must be registered at the county clerk’s office in every

county where the owner has livestock, according to Texas Agriculture Code.

The registration will require identifying the brand itself, along with the location

where the brand or other identifying information is placed on the animal.

 

Brand holders will have a six-month period, through Feb. 28, to renew their

brand registration in each county where they have livestock, Lashmet said. If

they fail to renew their registration in that time frame, then the brand will

essentially be up for grabs, and anyone will be able to select and register the

brand in his or her name.

 

There may be different procedures for the renewal at different county clerk’s

offices, so brand holders should contact the applicable offices to find out the

best way to complete the renewal of the registration. Fees for the renewal also

vary by county, and more information can be obtained from county clerks

across the state. 

 

Once producers renew their brands, the brands will be in place until Aug. 30,

2031. The use of a brand or mark that is not registered with the county clerk

will constitute a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine up to $500,

according to the Texas Agriculture Code.

 

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/cclerks.shtml






NEW PROVISIONS OF TEXAS FARM ANIMAL
LIABILITY ACT GO INTO EFFECT SEPT. 1

Anyone who owns livestock in Texas, including horses, cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, fowl and honey bees in
a managed colony, need to be aware of key changes to the Texas Farm Animal Liability Act that will be
effective Sept. 1, according to a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service agricultural law expert.

New signs must be posted to get Texas Farm Animal Liability Act legal protection beginning Sept. 1.
The Texas Legislature passed and Gov. Greg Abbott signed House Bill 365, making important changes to
the Texas Farm Animal Liability Act, said Tiffany Dowell Lashmet, AgriLife Extension agriculture law
specialist, Amarillo.

Lashmet spoke at the recent Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course on the Texas A&M University campus
and said AgriLife Extension agents across the state have been getting calls for more information on
House Bill 365.

The Texas Farm Liability Act was initially passed in 1996, but a Texas Supreme Court case in 2020
essentially ruled the act did not apply to injuries on working farms and ranches, Lashmet said.

The Texas Legislature came back with House Bill 365 to ensure it does apply to those entities, clearly
outlining all activities, species and situations that are covered. In addition to ensuring applicability to
working ranches, the amendments also added bees as a covered species and made clear that the act does
apply to injured employees and independent contractors as well.

 

Texas livestock owners must now post signs to get legal protection

Protection is not automatic
Previously, a sign was required only for farm animal professionals, but farm and ranch owners and
lessees must also now hang a sign at or near their arena, corral or stable to get the statute’s
protections.

“While livestock owners have enjoyed the Farm Animal Liability Act’s protection for years, House Bill
365 made important changes to expand the scope of the Act in response to a Texas Supreme Court
decision last year,” she said. “In doing so, there is a new signage requirement that producers need to
be aware of and take action on.”

The required language has been slightly modified by the new bill and must read as follows effective
Sept. 1:
Warning
Under Texas law (chapter 87, civil practice and remedies code), a farm animal professional or farm owner or lessee is not liable for an
injury to or the death of a participant in farm animal activities, including an employee or independent contractor, resulting from the
inherent risks of farm animal activities.

“Because injuries happen around farm animals, even when a person takes precautions, having the
Farm Animal Liability Act as an available defense is important for all livestock owners across Texas,”
Lashmet said.
Texas Farm Bureau and Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association will have signs available,
she said, or individuals can make their own.

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB365
https://beefcattleshortcourse.com/
https://texasfarmbureau.org/
https://tscra.org/


Plan for adequate sunlight.
Give roots and fruits the most sun.
Use leafy greens in sun or in slightly shadier garden areas.
Amend your soil with compost.
Choose regionally adapted plants.
Visit your county AgriLife Extension office for more help.

Tips for a successful fall harvest
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903-935-8413
102 W. Houston

Marshall, TX 75672


