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By Bill Spray

I am a beekeeper in Marshall, TX and have been working with Honey Bees for
several years. I have been asked many questions about bees and I feel that most
people are not very informed about bees, even though the honey bee is the most
studied insect in the world. I could not do justice to the subject in such a short article as
this, so I will concentrate only on swarms and how they affect our lives.

An average swarm of bees can contain from 1,500 to 30,000 bees in it and have
a size ranging from a small “football” to a “basketball” or larger. The swarm is a colony
of bees that have split off of an established hive and is looking for a new home. The
new home usually is a cavity of 3 gallons space, or larger, and has some protection
from the weather. A swarm is usually easy for a beekeeper to catch and establish in his
apiary. The swarm will find a new home and the places that they pick are not always
good for us; such as in a wall of your house.

To remove an established hive in a structure involves opening up the cavity and
physically cutting out the comb. This is a tedious and costly process (and HOT) that a
lot of times can be avoided if a beekeeper can catch the swarm before it moves into the
structure. This will sometimes involve costly repairs to be needed for the affected
structure.

Swarms are a natural part of the life cycle of the honey bee. The normal swarm
season for East Texas is between March and June, but can occur at other times. When
you see a swarm clinging to something, call a beekeeper promptly so he can give them
a good home and they don’t pick out a bad one.

Please call your County Extension Agent to find a beekeeper in your area. Have
swarms collected promptly and avoid costly removal expenses.
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