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Russian invasion of Ukraine impacts Texas agriculture
Texas farmers and ranchers are experiencing the impacts of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine financially with both
increased costs for production inputs and higher commodity prices resulting from the war.  Ukraine is the
world’s fourth-largest exporter of barley and corn, and it’s the fifth-largest exporter of wheat. Ukraine is the
world’s largest producer and exporter of sunflower seed and its products, responsible for 47% of global
exports in the 2020/21 trade year.
  
Read More
                                    https://texasfarmbureau.org/russian-invasion-of-ukraine-impacts-texas-agriculture/
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 Feed at Night, Calve During the Day
 

Research shows that the time of day when ranchers feed their cows can influence when those cows will calve.  
“The most important thing you can do to save more calves is to monitor cows as they are calving,” Judd said.
“This allows you to make sure the calf is born without any problems, is breathing normally, responds to
stimulation from the mother and gets up to nurse within a four-hour window.”       
By Julie Tomascik,  Editor

Read More
 https://texasfarmbureau.org/feed-at-night-calve-during-the-day/

 Agriculture & Natural Resources

Horticulture
AgriLife Extension’s Horticulture program in Harris County promotes research based horticultural practices
that help residents create beautiful, productive gardens and landscapes while conserving water and other
natural resources. We support local food producers and the green industry with educational programs to
help make their farms and businesses more profitable. 
For more information about Lawns & Groundcovers, Annual & Perennial Flowers, Woody Ornamentals,
Fruits & Nuts, Vegetables & Herbs, Soil & Fertilizing, Landscaping, Insects, Diseases & Weeds Click Here.

Mission
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service works daily to make Texas better by providing innovative solutions at the intersection of
agriculture, natural resources, youth and health, thereby improving the well-being of individuals, families, businesses and communities
through education and service.

Diversity and EEOC Statement 
Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating

https://texasfarmbureau.org/russian-invasion-of-ukraine-impacts-texas-agriculture/
https://texasfarmbureau.org/russian-invasion-of-ukraine-impacts-texas-agriculture/
https://texasfarmbureau.org/feed-at-night-calve-during-the-day/
https://harris.agrilife.org/hort/publications-links/


Megaselia Scalaris
Family:Phoridae

“We keep seeing these little flies in the kitchen, but we can’t figure out where they are coming from. 
 Aunt Sammie says they are fruit flies, but they don’t have red eyes, and the internet says fruit flies have
red eyes.”  Phorid flies are the same size as fruit flies, but there are important differences in
appearance, behavior, and biology.  Their dark eye color alone is enough to distinguish them from fruit
flies, which have red or dark-red eyes, and they prefer different breeding sites than fruit flies, though
there is some overlap.  As with fruit flies, if you are finding phorid flies inside, they are almost surely
breeding inside.    (Read More)                     
See Bug’s Eye View  brief articles:                                                                                                                  
 Bug’s Eye View | Mississippi State University Extension Service (msstate.edu)

 
Did You Know?

 

Swiss Chard 

Can take the heat but appreciates afternoon shade
Soak seeds before planting
Thin 8-12" apart
Sauté' just like spinach 

Read More About Raised Bed Gardening

Black Vulture Depredation Permit Program in Texas
It’s what ranchers don’t want to see—black vultures circling a pasture, especially when livestock
are being born. But it’s becoming a more common occurrence as black vultures expand their
range northward due to warmer weather and man-made roosting and nesting structures.
“There are two types of vultures in Texas—the turkey vulture and the black vulture,” Mike
Bodenchuk, director of Texas Wildlife Services (TWS), said. “Turkey vultures find their food by their
sense of smell, but black vultures find their food through eyesight.”
By Julie Tomascik, Editor

Read More
https://texasfarmbureau.org/black-vulture-depredation-permit-program-in-texas/

 Grass-carrying Wasp
Isodontia Mexicana

Order: Hymenoptera (Family: Spechidae)

The windchimes just didn’t sound right.  They made more of a dull clanking sound than the pleasant
tune we were used to.  While investigating, I noticed some long, dry grass stems sticking out the top of
one tube.  Upon turning the tubes on end, I could see that four of the six tubes were packed with dried
grass. Then I noticed several dead crickets laying on the deck, underneath the chimes.  These crickets
were not black or brown, they were green—tree crickets, the kind whose chirp frequency can be used to
estimate the temperature. 
See Bug’s Eye View brief articles on:  
Bug’s Eye View | Mississippi State University Extension Service (msstate.edu)

http://extension.msstate.edu/newsletters/bugs-eye-view
http://counties.agrilife.org/harris/files/2011/11/RaisedBeds.pdf
https://texasfarmbureau.org/black-vulture-depredation-permit-program-in-texas/
http://extension.msstate.edu/newsletters/bugs-eye-view


Cooking and Eating Healthy on a Budget 
 Jasmine Carey

     BLT Agent

 
Lora Jorgensen

BLT Agent   

 Kristina Brown        
BLT Agent

Https://hcmga.tamu.edu/

https://hcmga.tamu.edu/2022-green-thumb-gardening-series/

https://hcmga.tamu.edu/




The Texas Landowner Program is a series of six seminars and field

days designed to provide information and resources related to

agriculture, natural resources, wildlife, and land stewardship for new

landowners throughout the state of Texas. Participants in the program

will hear from experts in various fields about best management

practices they can implement on their own property to get the most

value and enjoyment for you and your family.

Classes start Monday, May 23, 2022 at 1:00 p.m.

For Additional Information, Please Contact

Shannon Dietz or Sarah Sanders - (713) 274-0950

To register or get more details:
 

https://txlandownerseries.
eventbrite.com

Texas Landowners  Educational Series

Register Now
https://may2022pest.

eventbrite.com

2022 Private Pesticide Applicator
License Training

Required training class for anyone applying for a
Private Pesticide Applicator License with the Texas
Department of Agriculture.

713-274-0950
www.harris.agrilife.org

$65, includes required training manuals

Monday, May 9, 2022
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Harris County 
Extension Office
13105 Northwest Fwy.
Houston, TX 77040
1st Floor Conference Room

Cost:

When: 

Where: 

https://txlandownerseries.eventbrite.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/texas-landowner-educational-series-tickets-290890841337
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/texas-landowner-educational-series-tickets-290890841337
https://may2022pest.eventbrite.com/
http://www.harris.agrilife.org/


WHAT'S IN MY WATER?

https://harris.agrilife.org

/HarrisCountyANR

@HarrisExtension

Harris County Extension

Horticulture

Home Grown Podcast

 SOCIAL  MEDIA
That water you’re drinking — or sprinkling onto your flowers, or

using to irrigate your crops, or providing to your livestock- what’s

in it? Is it safe? Does it taste good? Is it beneficial for people,

plants and animals? If not, what can be done to improve it? 

By: T.L. Provin, Extension Soil Chemist; and J.L. Pitt, Extension

Associate, The Texas A&M University System

Read More

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library/water/whats-in-my-water
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Harris County Extension Agent
Agriculture & Natural Resources

Shannon.Dietz@ag.tamu.edu
Ph: 713-274-0964

Shannon Dietz

harris.agrilife.org

Contact Information

713 274-0950

https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyANR
https://twitter.com/harrisextension
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmIhsYf4bJEHqUIFb2vVpkQ/videos
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1791415
https://harris.agrilife.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyANR
https://twitter.com/harrisextension
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmIhsYf4bJEHqUIFb2vVpkQ/videos
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1791415
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library/water/whats-in-my-water
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library/water/whats-in-my-water
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library/water/whats-in-my-water
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library/water/whats-in-my-water
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library/water/whats-in-my-water
http://harris.agrilife.org/

