
Many things have changed because of the pandemic, some for the good and others maybe not so
good. But the time spent gardening has increased and is a positive outcome from this event. The ANR
Unit initiated the Home Grown Series in May 2020 as a response to the work from home order from
Harris County. During that time, many of the greenhouse and nursery growers along with retail garden
centers were reporting increased sales of green goods since people were working from home. 
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Changes in Gardening Habits During the COVID-19 Pandemic
by Paul Winski, Harris County Extension Agent, Horticulture

Our team took this
opportunity to determine
how much time people
were spending in their
gardens and what was
motivating them to
garden. The infographic
at left covers 5 months of
survey results from our
participants. The key
takeaway: 66% of the
participants are
gardening at least 1 hour
more than in the past;
and they are gardening
for holistic reasons such
as: recreation, physical
health, and self-
fulfillment. We will
continue to survey our
attendees through 2021
to see if these trends
continue.
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Hummingbirds in the Garden
 by Brandi Keller, Harris County Extension Agent, Horticulture

Firebush Turk's Cap Pride of Barbados Autumn sage Butterfly weed Esperanza

Native plants have adapted to our local growing
season and soil conditions. There are many
natives that attract hummingbirds and the bonus
is that natives require less maintenance and
pesticides.

To view "Garden Hummingbird Safety" talk - Click HERE.
 

Texas Superstar plants have been tested and
selected for their performance in Texas growing
conditions with little maintenance and no
pesticides. Layers of plants will give the birds
various heights at which to feed and rest.

Native plants have adapted to our local growing
season and soil conditions. There are many
natives that attract hummingbirds and the bonus
is that natives require less maintenance and
pesticides.

Their weight is similar to a penny.
Wings beat over 50x per second.
They can fly nonstop over the
Gulf of Mexico... 500 miles!
A nest is about 2 inches across.
They eat small insects, like
mosquitoes and aphids, for
protein.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Fun FactsConsidering these tiny birds can feed on hundreds or

thousands of flowers a day, there is real potential for
accumulated toxins from insecticides that can ultimately have
an impact on their energy expenditure. If you are
encouraging them to your yard, reduce chemical use as
much as possible and utilize IPM measures. 
If temps are over 80°, change feeder solution every few
days. Change every 1-2 days for temps over 90°. Fermented
nectar grows bacteria and mold, which is dangerous to the
birds. If you are going to feed, keep them healthy, too. 

They need our help

Watch for hummingbirds in August and heading into September! While there are some resident
hummingbirds, there will be an influx starting now of those that are migrating from more northern
locales. Three of the most common migrants are the Ruby-throated, Black-chinned and Rufous
hummingbirds.  Houston and the surrounding area is a perfect place for them to hang out for a while,
eat, and build energy before they make their way to South America.  If you don't get these aerodynamic
marvels of flight at your feeders, then planting flowers that attract them may guide them to your feeders.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25VfuwOEVJ8
http://www.gotexan.org/Portals/1/PDF/Superstar_13_rev2.pdf


Biology and Damage
The two strains of the Fall Armyworm are the corn
strain and the grass strain. The corn strain usually
appears in the spring or early summer and feeds
on crops such as corn, sorghum, and cotton. The
grass strain is the one that infests hay fields and
pastures, generally showing up after significant
rain events from mid-July through the fall.
According to TAMU specialists, the corn strain is
known for being resistant to pyrethroids, while the
grass strain is susceptible to pyrethroids. FAW
caterpillars survive and develop better in areas
with fertilized or well-watered grasses which almost
always lead to outbreak scenarios. This allows
multiple generations to happen in a short time.
Identification and Scouting
FAW caterpillars are primarily identified by two
features, the head, and the last couple of
segments. The head will have apparent white
markings that form an upside down “Y” pattern.
The last segments on the worm will have black
bumps that form a square or rectangle.
The most common method of scouting is to get on
your hands and knees and closely inspect the
grass. During hotter days, check the lower parts of
the plant or soil surface when they hide from harsh
temps. Sweep nets are another good and easy to
use tool for sampling in taller grasses.

Control Options
If your pasture is being used for hay and is near
harvest, then you should plan to harvest early to
prevent further feeding damage. However, you
should be aware that caterpillars may continue to
feed on the cut hay, so consider this option very
last resort.
When applying insecticide should be made early in
the morning or late in the evening, if possible, to
ensure the caterpillars come into contact with
insecticide. During hotter parts of the day,
caterpillars may be out of the canopy, avoiding
maximum insecticide exposure.
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Recent rainfall event has been a major problem across coastal counties of Texas and because of this
rainfall, Fall Armyworms (FAW) across large portions of our state. Today, I will share some information with
you on the biology of the pest, how to scout for them and control options to help lessen the severity of the
damage.

Fall Armyworm Control in Pastures
adapted by Shannon Dietz, Harris County Extension Agent, Ag & Natural Resources

There are many insecticides that can control FAW
caterpillars and pyrethroids are the most readily
available and relatively cheap. These applications
take roughly three days to achieve maximum
effectiveness against small and large caterpillars.
Pyrethroids tend to have a short residual period
and can be washed off by rains.
Another inexpensive option is Intrepid (or generic
products with methosxyfenozide). This product will
provide residual control for about 7 days, but it be
by eaten by the caterpillar to be effective.
If rain continues to be a problem, the only true
options are products such as Prevathon, Vantacor,
or Besiege. These products are absorbed by the
leaf tissue are effective against heavy rainfalls.
While they are more expensive, they do provide
excellent residual activity and will persist longer at
the higher rate.
For more information on research conducted and
tested on Fall Armyworms you can contact me at
Shannon.dietz@ag.tamu.edu.
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The Home Grown Podcast!

The Home Grown podcast is presented by the Agriculture & Natural Resources (ANR) Unit of the Harris
County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office. The series provides information on urban agriculture /
horticulture / gardening and ag literacy. The program focuses on topics that are relevant to the urban
gardener.

Episode #1
In Episode 1 we'll be talking to the Harris County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Agents: Paul, Brandi
and Shannon. Get to know your agents and learn about their passion for the Home Grown series and
extension. 

Episode #2
A visit with Bill Barr - mentor, friend and plant propagator/plantsman extraordinaire. Bill is now retired,
but his knowledge of plant propagation, the nursery industry and plant introductions is all-
encompassing. Bill provides insight on his career and other aspects of the industry.

Episode #3
In this episode, Brandi Keller visits with Harris County Master Gardener, William Isbell. As a driving
force with a few projects in the Master Gardener program, Will shares experiences as a volunteer and
educator, current programs happening in Harris County, and a few plants he favors for the Houston
heat.

How do you access the podcast?
Click anywhere on the image or logo below or go to https://www.buzzsprout.com/1791415. You can
also search "Home Grown" where ever you find your podcasts.

Our County Extension Agents
Horticulture
Paul Winski
Brandi Keller

Ag/Natural Resources
Shannon Dietz

https://www.buzzsprout.com/1791415
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1791415
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 Upcoming Home Grown Lecture Series 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/home-grown-lecture-series-tickets-156714975711
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 Upcoming In-Person Programming

Lifescaping Series
1:00 P.M.-3:00 P.M.    
September 17, 2021

PLANT FORWARD
CHARCUTERIE

1:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M. 
September 24, 2021

PRESERVING THE
HARVEST

10:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M. 
October 08, 2021

GRILLING LIKE
 A TEXAN

9:30 A.M.-11:30 A.M. 
October 22, 2021

HERBARIUM
 INSPIRED ART

9:30 A.M.-11:30 A.M.
October 29, 2021

FALL COMBINATION
PLANTER WORKSHOP

THE MEMBERS OF TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE WILL PROVIDE EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES, EDUCATION, AND EMPLOYMENT TO ALL
PERSONS REGARDLESS OF RACE, COLOR, SEX, RELIGION, NATIONAL ORIGIN, AGE, DISABILITY, GENETIC INFORMATION, VETERAN STATUS, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY AND WILL STRIVE TO ACHIEVE FULL AND EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY THROUGHOUT TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE..

For more details and to register, please visit
https://lifescaping2021.eventbrite.com

FREE

$30

$25

$25

FREE10:00 A.M.-11:30 A.M. 
October 15, 2021

BRAIN GAMES
FOR MENTAL ACUITY

$25

https://lifescaping2021.eventbrite.com/
https://lifescaping2021.eventbrite.com/
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Upcoming: 2021 Ag Summit

You won't want to miss the 2021 Southeast Texas Ag Summit.  Registration will be available soon on
Eventbrite.com.

This event will include a Welcome BBQ on Thursday evening with agriculture and natural resources
industry leaders. The schedule for Friday includes educational classes with CEUs available, door
prizes, catered lunch, and more.



Contact Us

Paul Winski, County Extension Agent - Horticulture - Paul.Winski@ag.tamu.edu
 

   Brandi Keller, County Extension Agent - Horticulture -Brandi.keller@ag.tamu.edu
 

   Shannon Dietz - County Extension Agent - AG/NR - Shannon.Dietz@ag.tamu.edu

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless
of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to
achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or
accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office prior to the meeting to determine how
reasonable accommodations can be made.
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Social Media/Websites
Harris County Horticulture Facebook

Horticulture YouTube Channel

Harris County Master Gardeners Facebook

Harris County AgriLife Website

Harris County Ag & Natural Resources Facebook

If you would like to unsubscribe from the Home Grown newsletter, please email
Susan Hubert at susan.hubert@ag.tamu.edu

mailto:Paul.Winski@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brandi.Keller@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brandi.Keller@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Shannon.Dietz@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Shannon.Dietz@ag.tamu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyHorticulture
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmIhsYf4bJEHqUIFb2vVpkQ
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners
https://harris.agrilife.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyANR
mailto:susan.hubert@ag.tamu.edu

