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 "Global Fight Against Fall Armyworm Gets
Texas Boost"
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 (Texas A&M AgriLife photos by Adam Russell)  Click here to view the entire article

 "Senate Approves Vilsack for Agriculture
Department Again"

 Click here to view the entire article

Washington (AP) - The Senate voted 92-7 Tuesday to confirm Tom Vilsack as
Agriculture secretary, his second run at the Cabinet post. 

The three-year project funded by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture will
be a cooperative effort with the U.S. Department of Agriculture scientists around
the country. 

The NRCS Plant Materials Program is evaluating cover crops used in conservation
practices to support healthy soils and cropland sustainability efforts.   

 "Cover Crops and Soil Health"

 Click here to view the entire article
 Winter Pea, Crimson Clover, and Cereal Rye

Cover Crop Mix. 

https://www.morningagclips.com/global-fight-against-fall-armyworm-gets-texas-boost/
https://www.morningagclips.com/senate-votes-92-7-to-confirm-tom-vilsack-for-second-run-as-agriculture-secretary/
https://www.morningagclips.com/senate-votes-92-7-to-confirm-tom-vilsack-for-second-run-as-agriculture-secretary/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/plantmaterials/technical/publications/?cid=stelprdb1077238


 Click here to view the entire article
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 Click here to view the entire article

 "USDA Offers Disaster
Assistance for Producers Facing

Inclement Weather"
Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer
losses.  USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

 By Ciji Taylor, Public Affairs Specialist

 "Here Are Some Tips For Dealing
With Cold Damaged Plants"

 Waiting until July or August, after the second annual flush of growth
has occurred, gives you more time to see the full extent of the injury on
citrus.  At that time, you can remove deadwood.  

 "Plant Guide"
 Green Manure:  Crimson Clover makes an excellent weed-suppressing green manure crop
adding 70 to 150lb N/acre as a winter annual if it is allowed to reach the late bloom stage before
being killed or turned under (Ball and Lacefield, 2000; Clark, 2007).  Mutch and Martin (2010)
found that as a summer annual in lower Michigan, crimson clover produced 3/4 to 1-ton dry
matter and 50 to 60 lb N/acre by late November (as cited in Clark, 2007).  At least three weeks
should be allowed between green manure crop termination and planting another crop to allow
residue to break down and soil microbial communities to stabilize. 

 Click here to view the entire article
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https://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/mhferguson/articles/page1614008962596?fbclid=IwAR2hG-XetDB53p_2MS4sIQ_rOxsi7k3CXQPJK4OsxJ5sXxuk4aoDG-mysSs
https://www.farmers.gov/connect/blog/disaster-planning-and-assistance/usda-offers-disaster-assistance-producers-facing
https://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/mhferguson/articles/page1614008962596?fbclid=IwAR2hG-XetDB53p_2MS4sIQ_rOxsi7k3CXQPJK4OsxJ5sXxuk4aoDG-mysSs
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_PLANTMATERIALS/publications/orpmcpg11726.pdf
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 "March 15 is Deadline to Make
Elections and Complete Enrollment in
2021 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC)

and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
Programs"

"Disaster Assistance Available for
Livestock Losses - Livestock Indemnity

Program (LIP)"

Agricultural producers can now make elections and enroll in the Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2021
crop year. 

 The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance for livestock
deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and
attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or
protected by federal law. 

USDA Offers Annual Installment
Deferral Option for Farm Storage

Facility Loan Borrowers"
 To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers experiencing financial
hardship from the pandemic and other challenges in production agriculture,
USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) is offering a one-time annual installment
payment deferral option.  No fees or prepayment penalties apply for
borrowers who choose this FSFL loan flexibility option. 

https://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/mhferguson/articles/page1614008962596?fbclid=IwAR2hG-XetDB53p_2MS4sIQ_rOxsi7k3CXQPJK4OsxJ5sXxuk4aoDG-mysSs
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/2c3e328
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_PLANTMATERIALS/publications/orpmcpg11726.pdf


Master Gardener - Urban Dirt Articles
 

Bok Choy has become a standard addition to my fall/winter garden.  It is a beautiful
plant and I have found it grows quite nicely in our climate.  The picture of my bok
choy patch this year shows how hardy the plant is without a hint of stress.  The
Gardening Knowhow website echoes my experience.  "Fall crops can often be held in
the garden until needed and remain usable even after frosts and light freezes."

                                                   Click here for the entire article. 
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 "Plant Of The Month"
by Don Tyler, Master Gardener

Harvested bok choy leaves

Bok Choy 

"Peppers In A Spring Garden"
by Terri Simon, Master Gardener

Pepper heat is measured in Scoville units. The hotter the pepper, the higher the
Scoville unit.  A bell pepper has no heat so it has 0 Scoville units.  Compare that to
the Carolina Reaper.  It has Scoville units ranging from 1.6 to 2.2 million.  Habanero
peppers have a Scoville range of 100,000 to 350,000 units.  A jalapeno has a Scoville
range of 2,500-6,000 units.  

                                                              Click here for the entire article.

https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/edible/vegetables
https://hcmga.tamu.edu/files/2021/02/2021-02-hcmga-urban-dirt.pdf
https://hcmga.tamu.edu/files/2021/02/2021-02-hcmga-urban-dirt.pdf
https://hcmga.tamu.edu/files/2021/02/2021-02-hcmga-urban-dirt.pdf


 

 

Weaning Weights from Fall and Winter Calving Seasons: Influence of
Stocking Rates on Pasture

 
Dr. Monte Rouquette, forage physiologist at the Texas A&M Research and Extension Center in Overton, Texas,
recently summarized 44 years of research on the impact of the season of calving and stocking rate on weaning weights.
The calves were out of Braford and Brangus-type cows bred to Charolais, Hereford, and Simmental bulls. The calves
were born in the Fall (September, October, and November) or the Winter (December, January, and February). The
cows and their calves were raised under one of three different stocking rates (SR), Low, Medium, or High on
bermudagrass pastures overseeded with annual ryegrass and/or crimson or arrowleaf clover. Calves were together at
about the same time each year.

The first column in the following table shows the average weaning weights for both steers and heifers grouped by birth
month. The heaviest weaning weights for the Fall calves were for those calved in September followed by those calved in
October and then November. For calves calved in the Winter, the heaviest calves came in January, followed by
February and March. The Fall calves' average weaning weight was 659 lbs., and the Winter calves' average weaning
weight was 583 lbs.
 

Weaning Weights from Fall and Winter Calving Seasons:
Influence of Stocking Rates on Pasture
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Dr. Joe C. Paschal, Extension Livestock Specialist,
Corpus Christi, and
Dr. Stephen P. Hammack, Extension Beef Cattle
Specialist              
Emeritus, Stephenville, Editors.

Below you will find the  February 2021 Beef Cattle Browsing
Newsletter.
You can find previous newsletters here.  If you have any
questions regarding the newsletter, please do not hesitate
to reach us at extansc@tamu.edu. 
   
Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Beef Cattle
beef.tamu.edu

Click here for the entire article.

https://beefcattleshortcourse.com/beef-cattle-browsing/
http://tamu.edu/
https://animalscience.tamu.edu/livestock-species/beef/
http://counties.agrilife.org/harris/files/2021/02/ANR-NEWSLETTER-FOR-MARCH-2021-4.pdf


 Better Living for Texas
Lora Jorgensen, Harris County Extension Agent, BLT
Kristina Brown, Harris County Extension Agent, BLT
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The Better Living for Texans (BLT) program provides research, and evidence-based nutrition, health, and wellness
information to empower individuals, families, and communities to make positive changes for healthier lives. BLT helps
people make better choices with their limited resources, by providing programs that are cost-free, and close to home.
BLT is a cooperative endeavor among Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Texas Health, and Human Services
Commission, and USDA's Food and Nutrition Services, and has a presence in 205 Texas counties, providing educational
programs to SNAP-participants and SNAP-eligible audiences.  BLT programs help participants improve their ability to
plan and prepare nutritious meals, become more physically active, stretch their food dollars, and prepare and store food
safely.  For more information on BLT programs,  please contact the Harris County AgriLife Extension office at 713-274-
0976.



 Home Grown Upcoming Lectures
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/home-grown-lecture-series-tickets-143797162183


 Pond Management for Private Pond
Owners - Virtual Two-Part Series

Page 8

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pond-management-for-private-pond-owners-2-part-series-registration-143118979721


 TEXAS SPEAKS SURVEY!
We want to hear what you have to say!
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https://texasspeaks.tamu.edu/


 Social Media/Websites

Harris County AgriLife Website
Texas Department of Agriculture

 CONTACTS

 Kristina Brown - County Extension Agent - BLT
Kristina.Brown@ag.tamu.edu

Ph: 713-274-0976
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The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national
origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M
AgriLife. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office
prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.

Harris County Ag & Natural Resources Facebook

Aggie Turf

 
Shannon Dietz - County Extension Agent - AG/NR -

Shannon.Dietz@ag.tamu.edu
Ph: 713-274-0976

 Lora Jorgensen - County Extension Agent - BLT
Lora.Jorgensen@ag.tamu.edu

Ph: 713-274-0976
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https://harris.agrilife.org/
https://www.texasagriculture.gov/
http://ag.tamu.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyANR
https://aggieturf.tamu.edu/
http://ag.tamu.edu/
http://ag.tamu.edu/

