
Rose Rosette Disease has caused massive damage in the Dallas - Ft. Worth area, and there have been 6
confirmed cases in Harris County. 
RRD is caused by a virus (Rose Rosette Virus - RRV) that is transmitted by the eriophyid mite,
Phyllocoptes fruciphilus. 
RRD was initially identified in the US in 1941 - spread of the disease in the US is linked to Rosa multiflora

Symptoms are variable depending on the species or cultivar affected. 
Recognizable symptoms

Rapid elongation of new shoots 
Development of witches brooms or clustering of small branches (Figure 1)
Leaves in the witches broom are small, distorted, and may have red pigmentation

Develop excessive thorns that are usually soft and pliable, may be red or green that 

Shortening of internodes
No effective control is available for RRD
Miticides registered for control of eriophyid mites can be applied to reduce the vector population
Disease management

Infected plants including roots must be removed.  Diseased plants should be bagged and removed
from the site so that the pathogen is not spread to healthy plants.

Rose Rosette
Rose Rosette Disease
Houston Rose Society 

There is a lot of information on Rose Rosette Disease (RRD) for the green industry and homeowners.  To help
you find those resources, this article will provide some key links. 
 
RRD Overview: 

that was introduced from Japan in 1866.

(red pigmentation may not be consistent on all roses)

may later stiffen (Figure 2)

Additional resources on RRD

If you think you have suspect rose with RRD please feel free to contact Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Harris
County office at 713-274-0950.
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Figure 2. Excessive thorns
along stem. 

Figure 1. Witches broom with
small, red pigmented foliage

https://roserosette.org/
http://www.houstonrose.org/rrdam815.pdf
http://www.houstonrose.org/
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Fall Garden Preparation
Shannon Dietz, Harris County Extension Agent, ANR

Remove all spent plant matter from the garden  - any vegetable plants, especially those killed by upcoming

frost or freeze, should be removed immediately.  Dead debris invites disease and insects. 

Get your compost cooking - break up material into smaller pieces and start or add to your compost pile. 

 Imagine the rich organic matter you will be able to add back to your garden in a few months.  If you have

plants that had bugs or were diseased, bag them or get those plants off your property.  You do not want to

add anything to your compost pile that could harbor diseases or insects. 

Do one last weeding - many new gardeners don't know weeding is more important in late summer and

autumn than any other time!  Just one weed left to mature can produce hundreds, if not thousands of

seeds, that will grow into weeds to plague you next year.  If your soil is hard and dry, water your garden,

water your garden a few hours before you weed as this will help loosen the soil and make is easier on you.

Use those fall leaves wisely - a few piles of leaves in out of the way places provide shelter for overwintering

wildlife.  However, be sure to remove leaves from your lawn before they build up into thick, sodden layers,

which invite disease.  Instead, either shred them with a mulching mower and add them to your compost pile

or use as mulch around your trees and shrubs.  

Test and improve your soil - while we are talking nutrients, fall is a great time to get your soil tested.  A soil

test determines if your soil has the major nutrients required for plant growth (Mg, N,P, K, Ca), the soil Ph,

soil type, and the organic matter percentage.  Armed with this information, you can apply the right amounts

of amendments this fall so they will have time to break down and be available to your plants next spring. 

Protect your garden soil - cover your vegetable garden soil with mulch or compost or plant a cover crop to

enrich the soil over winter.  It's a smart gardening practice to protect the topsoil and improve the health of

the soil to boost next years harvest. By applying 3 to 6 inches of organic mulch or compost over the soil you

will be providing needed food for the microorganisms within the soil. 

Well, the days are getting shorter, leaves are starting to fall, and hopefully cooler temperatures are on the way

eventually to Southeast Texas.  I know a lot of people don't care for the cooler temps and prefer the warm days

of summer, but I always enjoy a break in the temperatures and a change in the seasons that come with outdoor

gardening while preparing for the spring. 

If you are new to gardening, or an expert, it's so beneficial to use this time to evaluate, plan, and prepare for

the cooler days ahead and spring gardening.  To provide some assistance, I have put together a checklist of

items you may want to put on your "To Do List". My hope is that you find these useful and enlightening! Happy

Holidays!

Good luck and don't forget to keep the birdfeeders filled for our feathery friends!! Happy Holidays!!
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 Home Grown Upcoming Lectures

https://homegrown2021q1.eventbrite.com/
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 Home Grown Upcoming Lectures

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2021-vegetative-management-conference-tickets-127040316005


The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to
achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or
accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office prior to the meeting to determine how
reasonable accommodations can be made.

 Paul Winski, County Extension Agent - Horticulture - Paul.Winski@ag.tamu.edu

Brandi Keller, Master Gardener Program Coordinator -Brandi.keller@ag.tamu.edu

Shannon Dietz - County Extension Agent - AG/NR - Shannon.Dietz@ag.tamu.edu
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 CONTACTS

 Social Media/Websites

Harris County Ag & Natural Resources
Facebook

 Harris County Master Gardeners Facebook

Harris County AgriLife Website

 Horticulture YouTube Channel

 Harris County Horticulture Facebook

Happy Holidays!
From the ANR Team!

http://ag.tamu.edu/
http://ag.tamu.edu/
http://ag.tamu.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyANR
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners
https://harris.agrilife.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmIhsYf4bJEHqUIFb2vVpkQ
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyHorticulture

