
Free Testing Available for Private Water Well Owners  

Affected by Hurricane Harvey 
  

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and others are collaborating to offer another set of water  

testing opportunities for private well owners in areas affected by floodwaters from Hurricane Harvey. 

 

AgriLife Extension’s Texas Well Owner Network is collaborating with Rebuild Texas, Virginia Tech and  

others to provide free water testing for total coliform and E. Coli in private water wells affected by  

flooding from Hurricane Harvey. 

 

Instructions are included with the kits and only one sample kit will be provided per household. There are a lim-

ited number of kits, and they will be distributed from AgriLife Extension offices. 

Samples will be processed at Texas A&M University in College Station. AgriLife Extension office addresses 

for pickup, kit availability and collection dates are:  

Harris County AgriLife Extension Office 

9449 Grant Road, Houston, TX 77070  

Pickup Monday-Friday 8am -4pm 

Collection date Nov. 15, 2017 drop off samples between 8-11am 

Questions? Contact Ute Schaefer 281-274-0950 
 

Any homeowner with a private domestic water well in the flood-affected area is eligible to have well water 

tested. The results will be confidential and will be either emailed or mailed to residents’ homes.  

Dr. Diane Boellstorff, who is in Texas A&M University’s soil and crop sciences department, said floodwater 

might contain substances from upstream, such as manure, sewage from flooded septic systems or wastewater 

treatment plants or other contaminants. A septic system near a well also can cause contamination when the soil 

is flooded. 

“Data from the well water testing will help us better understand a flood’s impact on private wells and help us 

enhance our communications relating to well water quality,” she said. 

Instructions for decontaminating a well are available through the following publications free for download 

at http://twon.tamu.edu/fact-sheets/ -- How to Disinfect a Private Well System  and Shock Chlorination of 

Wells. 

  

Drew Gholson, AgriLife Extension program specialist and network coordinator, College Station, said wells 

should also be inspected for physical damage and signs of leakage after a flood. 

“If it appears damaged, consult a licensed water well contractor to determine whether -- and to what extent -- 

repairs are needed,” Gholson said.  

http://twon.tamu.edu/fact-sheets/
http://twon.tamu.edu/media/668950/waterwell_tri-fold__state_10-13-17.pdf
http://twon.tamu.edu/media/385857/shock%20chlorination%20of%20wells.pdf
http://twon.tamu.edu/media/385857/shock%20chlorination%20of%20wells.pdf

