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General Status

Some beneficial rains did cross the area late last week and weekend with some mi
damage reported. These rains were welcome but far from filling our dry soil profile or very
widespread. This week our humidity has been up and temperatures have been moderatec
somewhat. This was something of-agadet break to our few acres of grain and hay crops.
Cotton is still progressing through its growth stages very rapidly with most fields already in
stage. With more rain in for gbort forecast this week we remain hopeful for more moisture
help our beleaguered irrigation systems witbatg tiad late in the season. There are a
number of issues ongoing in our production fields this week from sustained fleahopper pre
heavy flight of boll worms, fall armywor m
spider mite activity, steady weeds, plant growth regulator decisions, and sorghum midge ir
area. Few of the pest issues listed reached economic levels this week but they are causin

be sounded so that producers are mindful of potential problems.

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY' MONDAY TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Corn Start Corn End
Date Date
2/24/2018 9/26/2018

[]

Corn Total
Heat Units

Cotton Cotton
Start Date End Date

5/16/2018 11/5/2018
[]

2288.90

Cotton
Total Heat
Units 1027.25
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Cotton

This week our scouting program cotton ranged in stage
from 2/3 grown squares to 5.7 nodes above white flower
(NAWF) with most fields in their first full week of blooming
with between 6 and 8.2 NAWF. Fruit drop, or conversely fruit
retention, remains higher than recent growing seasons but with-
in acceptable parameters. Most fields fell between 5% fruit
drop and 18% fruit drop with a few borderline economic fields
tickling upward to 24% or so with some nickel and dir

fleahoppers.

This fleahopper population remains a mixed one me
fleahopper. The black fleahopper population does not seem to be slipping but the green fleahoppers do stEsn more |
week with a tremendous number of nymphs popping up in our data sets. There were 8.3% of our cotton fields we me
sions on. Our highest fleahopper population came in this week at 1 fleahopper / 1 row foot with 22.3% thet drop, wel

established ET for fleahoppers at 1 fleahopper / 1.5 row feet with 20% drop
Even in this highest field, we made the decision to hold off on making a tree
at this time. The field had entered bloom stage and sported at least 1 white
er every-8 row feet. Once a field reaches this level of bloom stage, fleahop
should no longer be an economic concern. The fleahoppers would rather fe
easily obtainable pollen than hard to penedtesid pguares. In addition, we
found some fairly heavy bollworm moth activity in the area plus eggs and s
bollworms in this nBihfield. Ironically, these fleahoppers, who are only after
certain type of protein, will become predators and feast on bollworm eggs a
small bollworms. These factors, combined with a pretty good predator ratin
and in all of our borderline fleahopper fields, we were able to4ustify a non
treatment decision. There remazn plenty of fields at elevated risk for fleaho

at this time with even more moving past economic fleahopper concerns.



