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Landscapes that use less water can be done Landscapes that use less water can be done  
 

In the summer months, our landscapes drink up a lot of our good, clean water.  People bristle when 
this fact gets mentioned. “Please don’t make me turn my beautiful lawn into gravel,” they are think-
ing. Many people even tell me, “I don’t like cactus and I’m not going to do zeroscape.” 

 

The term is actually xeriscape, not zeroscape, but the point has been well taken. We misunderstand 
what drought-tolerant and water-conserving landscapes are, and we don’t want them besides. 

 

We are getting away from the confusing and scary term xeriscape and moving into terms such as 
“smartscape,” “water smart” and Earth-Kind. These are all approaches to gardening and landscap-
ing, practices that focus on healthy and beautiful lawns and flower beds. 

 

Did you know that the recommendation for a water conserving landscape is actually one-third lawn 
area, one-third hardscape and one-third perennials and shrub beds? Hardscape refers to non-living 
areas such as sidewalks, decks, patios and, yes, fields of gravel if that’s your thing. 

 

Other best management practices include adding a 3- to 6-inch layer of mulch to all your shrubs, 
trees and flowering plants. Mulch helps insulate the soil, reduces erosion, reduces competition from 
weeds and slows water loss from soils. If you use an organic material such as wood chips, they 
break down over time, improving your soil. It’s like a slow-release fertilizer. 

 

Plant selection is also important. Picking plants that enjoy our hot summers and can survive on mini-
mal supplemental irrigation is important. Indulging in a few high-maintenance favorites is allowed, 
but don’t water your entire landscape just to give those few plants enough water. Group or zone 
plants according to water requirement and set your irrigation timer accordingly. 

 

You might be surprised at the quantity of beautiful, lush and “non-cactus looking” plants that are 
drought tolerant. Other great resources for plant selection can be found at http://
www.txsmartscape.com and http://earthkind.tamu.edu. 
 

Congratulations to the 2014 Class of Master 

Gardeners! 
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LEMONGRASS 

Margaret Dansby 

Cymbopogon citratum is commonly known as lemongrass.  With its citrusy scent and hint of rose,  

lemongrass is an important culinary and medicinal herb. Traditional Chinese medicine uses it to relieve 

headaches and abdominal pain. It has been used as a sedative, an analgesic and to relieve spasms and mus-

cle cramps. It is a treatment for lice and ringworm. The mild insect repellent (citronella) is lemongrass. It is 

an essential oil used in perfumes. 

Lemongrass can grow to 6 feet high and 4 feet wide. It spouts in dense clumps with narrow leaves. The plant 
thrives in soil with pH level of 4.3 to 8.4 and needs full sun. Our Texas gardens are a perfect environment for 
lemongrass. Its pretty green foliage and pleasant lemon scent make it an attractive addition to an herb gar-
den. Cut stems of lemongrass stay fresh to 2-3 weeks. It is best to use only the lower tender portion of the 
stalk. Take care to store lemon grass away from other foods and spices, as they may pick up lemongrass’ 
aroma. For maximum flavor infuse lemongrass in warm water before cooking. Discard tough stems and fi-
bers. My favorite recipe is: 
 

Lemongrass Shrimp Pate 

In a small saucepan, bring to a boil ½ cup water and 2 stalks lemongrass. Remove from heat, cover and let 

stand till cool, 30-45 minutes. Strain, reserving liquid, discard lemongrass. Sprinkle with 1 envelope unfla-

vored gelatin; heat, just until gelatin dissolves; then cool.  

Combine in a blender 3 oz cream cheese, ½ cup sour cream, 1/3 cup chopped cilantro, 3 minced cloves of 

garlic, 1 small fresh finely chopped and seeded red chili pepper, and 1/8 tsp salt. 

Add this mixture to the gelatin. 

Stir in 1½ cups shrimp. 

Pour shrimp mixture evenly into a plastic wrap lined loaf pan or 3 ½ to 4 cup mold. Cover and chill for 4 to 

24 

hours. Unmold into serving platter; remove plastic wrap. 

Serve with crackers. Makes 12 servings. 
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Are you at your wit's end over a spot in your yard or on your porch where nothing 
will grow because it is too shady? 

Are you about to give up and allocate that dank corner to the strange little garden gnome statue you found at last week's gar-
age sale? If so, don't despair - I promise you are not doomed to eventually populate a portion of your property with salvaged 

statuary cast-offs. 

Instead, you can make that dull space pop with vibrancy, courtesy of caladiums. Green leaves brightly patterned with white, 

pink and red will wake up that dark spot and convert it from a moldering gnome home to your very favorite place to hang out 

when relaxing in your yard. 

Cultivation 

The first thing to consider when growing caladiums is that they are truly tropical plants - they love heat and detest the cold. For 

our area, that means planting them outdoors no earlier than around May 1. Here forward, you should be safe to plant them. 

 Most prefer shade to partial shade 

As tropical rainforest plants, caladiums generally do best in shade or partial shade in the home landscape, although in recent 

years hybridizers have worked to produce more sun-tolerant varieties as well. In this neck of the woods, leaf colors will be 

most intense if the plants are not exposed to too much direct sun. Harsh sunlight will fade the colors and even produce "burn 

holes" in the leaves. 

 Plant with organic matter in moist soil 
As to soil and water, caladiums prefer lots of organic matter and moist soil, but they dislike wet feet. Plant corms about 2 inch-
es deep with the bumpy side up - the bumps are the eyes from which leaves sprout. If you can't tell which side is which, just 

plant the corm sideways - it'll grow. 

Make sure corms are planted in well-drained soil to prevent rotting. Water regularly enough to prevent wilting, and feed them 

once or twice a month with a balanced fertilizer. 

 Disease and pest resistant if not too wet 

Disease and insects are not much of a problem for caladiums. Root rot can be an issue if the corms are consistently too wet - 

to help avoid it, treat plants with a fungicide a couple of weeks after planting. If rot problems continue, consider adding amend-

ments to improve drainage, or adjust your schedule to avoid overwatering. If insects such as aphids appear, use a general 

purpose insecticide to eliminate them. 
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May Gardening Tips 

 

 

Weekly Tips 
  
Week 1    Lawns that are thin, lumpy or have heavy foot traffic will benefit from core aera-
tion.  The cores will quickly break down on top of your lawn and contain microorganisms that 
help break down thatch.  Aeration insures that water and air are readily available to the 
grass plant’s  roots. 
  
Week 2    Finish cutting back dead tops of perennial flowers and any dead or broken branch-
es in roses and other shrubs.  Fertilize flowers and roses with a complete fertilizer that is low 
in nitrogen. 
  
Week 3  Mow your lawn any time the grass is 1 ½ times the normal height,  For example if 
you mow at a 3” height, don’t let the grass get longer that 4-5”.  You may need to mow 
twice a week during this time of year.  More frequent mowing eliminates the need to bag or 
rake up clippings. 
  
Week 4  Fill containers with good  potting soil and create attractive arrangements using tall 
plants for vertical lines; larger, brightly colored flowers for focal points; and a variety of com-
plementary flower and foliage colors.  Many attractive vining plants such as sweet potato 
vine will cascade over the edge of the containers and create a softening effect. 
  
Week 5  Now is the time to prune spring flowering shrubs that have finished blooming.  Old-
er branches may be pruned to the ground; longer branches shortened, and any crossing and 
broken branches removed.  Spent flowers on lilacs may  be removed but it isn’t essential for 
getting good bloom next year. 
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