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Greetings from the Grimes County Extension Office and Happy New Year! My name is Eric 

Zimmerman and I recently filled the Grimes County Extension Agent position for Agriculture and 

Natural Resources. I am a native of Menard, Texas and have served as a County Extension 

Agent for the Texas AgriLife Extension Service in Tom Green, Llano and Brazos Counties for 

over 16 years. During the past 4 ½ years, I worked in the private sector for Circle X Land and 

Cattle Company. Prior to beginning my Extension career, I attended Texas A&M University and 

received both a Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degree from the Department of 

Rangeland Ecology and Management (now known as the Department of Ecosystem Science 

and Management).  During my tenure as an agent I have coordinated adult agriculture programs 

focusing on forage, beef cattle, sheep, goat, pond management, soil fertility, rangeland, horse, 

row crop, plant identification, horticulture and wildlife issues. Additionally, private pesticide 

applicator license training and re-certification programs have been a priority of programming 

efforts. As we build the Grimes County Extension Agriculture Program, I hope to address many 

of the issues facing producers today. We will accomplish this task through volunteer 

involvement, program planning sessions and ultimately, educational programs for all interested 

individuals. I look forward to meeting you and feel free to contact me if you ever need 

assistance. Below are a number of educational opportunities that are on the horizon. 

 

Private Pesticide Applicator Training Program 

To purchase and apply restricted use and state limited use pesticides (herbicides), landowners 

must obtain a Texas Department of Agriculture issued Private Applicator License. To acquire a 

license, individuals are required to complete the 4-hour training program. We will be hosting a 

number of these training programs throughout the year. Our first session will be on Thursday, 

February 9, 2017 at the Navasota Annex Building (205 Veterans Memorial Drive, Navasota, 

Texas 77868). Registration will begin at 8:00 a.m. and the program will begin at 8:15 a.m. The 

cost of the training is $60.00 (cash or check only). This fee includes the study manual, note 

taking worksheet, laws and regulations supplement and refreshments. Upon successful 

completion of the training, participants will receive a license application form and the form 

certifying completion of the training. It is the responsibility of the participant to then schedule a 

time to take the 100 question exam. To register for the training, please contact the Grimes 

County Extension Office at (936) 873-3907. It is highly recommended to register and obtain 

the study materials prior to the training. 

Other dates for private applicator trainings during 2017 are: 

April 13, 2017  June 13, 2017  August 29, 2017 October 19, 2017 
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2017 Grimes County Master Gardener Training Class 

The Grimes County Master Gardener Association is offering a 10-week class for potential 

trainee’s beginning on February 7, 2017 (1st class). This opportunity is for people interested in 

gaining knowledge about horticulture and are willing to “give back” volunteer time to our 

community. We are currently accepting registration applications for the program and plan to limit 

the class to the first 25 trainee applicants. The cost of the training class is $150 per trainee 

through Friday, January 27, 2017. The fee increases to $175 after the 27th and until the first 

training class on February 7th. The application can be found under the publications tab at 

http://grimes.agrilife.org/. They are also available at the Grimes County Extension Office. Please 

contact the Grimes County Extension Office if you have any questions. 

 

Coufal-Prater Parts Expo CEU Conference 

The annual Coufal-Prater Parts Expo CEU Conference will be held on Saturday, February 11, 

2017 at their store location (9819 N Hwy 6 Loop, Navasota, Texas 77868). Registration will 

begin at 8:00 a.m. and the program will start promptly at 8:30 am. We will be offering three (3) 

continuing education units (1 laws and regulations, 1 general and 1 drift minimization) for 

private, commercial and non-commercial licensed pesticide applicators. This event is free, but 

pre-registration is preferred. Please contact the Grimes County Extension Office at (936) 873-

3907. You can also e-mail me at eric.zimmerman@ag.tamu.edu 

Additional information can also be acquired by calling Meribeth Shimshack at (976) 825-6575. 

7:30 a.m……………….…………………....……………………………………....……………………………REGISTRATION 

 

7:55 a.m………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..WELCOME 

 

8:00 – 9:00 a.m……………………Identifying and Controlling the Top 20 Weed and Brush Species for Area Producers 

Dr. Barron Rector, Associate Professor and Extension Range Specialist 

 

9:00 – 9:15 a.m…………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………BREAK 

 

9:15 – 10:15 a.m….....................................................................................Minimizing Drift During Herbicide Application 

Dr. Barron Rector 

 

10:15 – 10:30 a.m…………………………………………………………………………………….……………………BREAK 

 

10:30 – 11:30 a.m…..……………………………….……………….Laws and Regulations Affecting Pesticide Applicators 

Mr. Brad Tullis, Inspector, Texas Department of Agriculture 

 

11:30 a.m…..…………………………………………….……………….Conclusion, Evaluation and Certificate Distribution 

Eric Zimmerman, Grimes County Extension Agent – Ag/NR 
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Breeding Soundness Exam for Beef Cattle 

The Montgomery County Beef Improvement Association in cooperation with Beard 

Navasota Veterinary Hospital will conduct a Bull Breeding Soundness Clinic on 

Tuesday, February 7 beginning at 6:00pm.  The live clinic will demonstrate what a 

complete breeding soundness exam should include and the information that comes 

from the exam. The clinic will be held at the Beard Navasota Clinic located at 8176 Hwy 

90 South in Navasota. A registration fee of $20.00 will cover a light meal and program 

materials.  Please RSVP by February 3 so we may better prepare.  RSVP to 936-539-

7822 or m-heimer@tamu.edu 

 

Grimes County Beef and Pasture Improvement Tour 
 

We are in the process of planning a Grimes County Beef and Pasture Improvement Tour. It will 

be held in May and the purpose of the program is for area agriculture producers to gain 

information related to beef and pasture management. The goal is for area producers to “see 

what works” by touring an established operation. Additional details will be sent out later this 

spring. 

 

Mail list 
 

As we continue to build the adult agriculture program in Grimes County, it is vital to be able to 

disseminate information to all interested parties in production agriculture. If you are receiving 

this newsletter, we have your address on file due to prior participation in Extension activities. 

Please help us continue to build our network. If you know of area agriculture producers or 

interested parties, let them know that we would like to add them to our contact list. Future 

agriculture newsletters and program agenda’s will be sent by either land mail or e-mail. Notify us 

is you would like information via e-mail or our traditional mail system (or both). Additionally, 

contact the Extension Office if there is a spelling error of your name or your address in incorrect. 

Thanks and let me know if I can ever be of assistance! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Eric Zimmerman 

County Extension Agent 

Agriculture & Natural Resources 

Grimes County 
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