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Summary: 
 
Aquatic weeds can be a valuable asset to the general farm pond 
ecology and serve as a benefit to aquatic life. Many times aquatic 
weeds can also become a burden and interfere with farm pond 
recreation and management when left to proliferate and grow 
unchecked. 

Southern naiad is an annual plant that branches profusely and forms 
very dense stands of rooted submerged vegetation. Leaves are dark 
green to greenish-purple, ribbon-like, opposite or in a whorl of three, 
mostly less than 1/2 inch long and 1/8 inch wide. Single seeds are 
found encased in the leaf sheath. Southern naiad reproduces by 
seeds and fragmentation. Flowers are at the base of the leaves but so 

small that they can only be observed with magnification.  

Submerged portions of all aquatic plants provide habitats for many 
micro and macro invertebrates. These invertebrates in turn are used 
as food by fish and other wildlife species (e.g. amphibians, reptiles, 
ducks, etc.). After aquatic plants die, their decomposition by bacteria 
and fungi provides food (called “detritus”) for many aquatic 
invertebrates. Southern naiad vegetation and seeds are consumed by 
many species of ducks and is considered a primary food source.  

Objective: 
 
To evaluate the performance and ability to control bushy pondweed, or 
southern naiad with aquatic herbicides containing fluridone, at a reasonable cost and that are 
readily available to landowners and easy to find locally. 
 
 
 

 



Materials & Methods: 
 
On Wednesday, May 10, 2017 and application of Sonar® RTU (ready to 
use), was applied to a small pond measuring 1/3 of an acre is size. The 
weather was partly cloudy, 84degrees and calm winds. The Sonar® RTU 
product comes in a squeeze bottle and each one contains 32 ounces. 
Application was made by walking the pond bank and squirting the product 
out into the water along the bank, which is where the bushy pondweed 
was growing. The application rate made on day 1, May 10, 2017 was 48 
ounces of Sonar® RTU. 
 
The second application of Sonar® RTU was made on May 27, 2017, using 
the same method listed above at a rate of 24 ounces. 
 
A third application was made on June 10, 2017, again using the same 
application method at a rate of 32 ounces.   
 
A forth application was made on or about June 18, 2017 to allow for the high waters earlier in the 
season and the fact that the aquatic weed was still present in the pond. The application rate was 
32 ounces. 

 
Keep in mind that fluridone takes time to work on the aquatic weeds for it to work and get a 
complete kill. 
  
It also needs to be noted that there is no control plot for this demonstration, when using fluridone 
products, it treats the whole pond, you cannot selectively treat just one certain area. 
 
It might also be noted that three days after the first treatment, the pond that was treated 
received 5.1 inches of rainfall in one night, we have no idea what effects this will have on 
this demonstration. 
 
Results & Discussion: 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The pond was evaluated every three weeks and pictures of the weeds were also noted and 
recorded. 
 
Conclusions:  
 
The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service demonstrations have shown that small farm ponds 
are capable of producing 1000 pounds of edible size fish per surface acre per year at a retail value 
of $1.60 per pound live-weight or $1600.00 per acre. Complete aquatic weed coverage decreases 
pond un-useable for recreational (sport) fishing. The costs for the treatments on the pond were as 
follows; Sonar® RTU was $88.99 per quart, four quarts were purchased at a total cost of $356.00. 
 
In this demonstration, the Sonar RTU did not have much of an effect on the aquatic weed that was 
targeted, at best, 10% control. This could be an effect of the large amount of rainfall earlier in the 
season, causing water levels to rise tremendously, or not. The pondowner has decided to make 
application for Triploid Grass Carp, which will be stocked this fall, in November. 
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May 10, 2017 

Pond level was down; this is prior to 
5+ inch rain on first application. 

July 13, 2017 
 

Bushy pondweed is still 
prevalent in the pond. 


