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Hello Extension Friends,   

 

Did You Know? 

Ag Exemptions 

Is your property “Ag Exempt” having a  1-D-1 Agriculture use Valuation?  When we 

think of an ag exemption, we think agriculture crops, hay, or cattle.  Good old tradi-

tional agriculture.  However there are other ways. . . Did you know that you can keep 

that exemption by managing for wildlife or beekeeping?  The land tax rates that you 

are paying being a rancher is what you would pay being a beekeeper or wildlife man-

ager. 

 

Wildlife - Before you can begin managing for wildlife, you must first meet the mini-

mum requirements.  The first requirement is that the property must presently have a 1-

D-1 Agriculture Use Valuation.  The second requirement is specific to Grayson 

County.  The county requires a minimum of 12.5 acres.  If you meet both these re-

quirements, then your next step is to submit a wildlife plan to the appraisal district.  

The plan is a detailed document describing your goals, objectives, animals to be man-

aged, and management tasks.  Wildlife plans are accepted from January 1 - April 30.  

A wildlife management plan template is available online or you can start with our of-

fice for guidance. You can manage for game or nongame animals.  I have seen plans 

written for songbirds, bats, Roadrunners, White-tailed deer, Bobwhite Quail, water-

fowl, Mourning Doves, etc.  Those managing for wildlife are required to submit an 

annual report to the appraisal district.   These are not difficult to complete and a tem-

plate is available online.   

 

Beekeeping - State and Grayson County requirements are six colonies/hives and a 

minimum of five acres.  Additionally this standard requires one hive per additional 2.5 

acres with a maximum of 20 acres.  The Extension could point you to literature, local 

people, or organizations that can help train you to become a beekeeper. 
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Beef Herd Health Management Calendar 

General management tasks that need to be done according to your herds calving/breeding season 

 

Pre-Breeding Open Heifers  (1 to 3 months prior to breeding)  

 

 Conduct physical exam – (body condition, udder, feet, teeth, eyes) 

 Breeding soundness evaluation – (reproductive tract scores, pelvic measurements, breeding weight) 

 Vaccinate (area vet. recommendations) 

 Culling decision (based on physical and breeding soundness exams and heifer temperament) 

 Nutritional evaluation (make sure she is getting energy, protein, and minerals needed and also good 

time to know results of soil and forage “hay” tests)  

 Strategic worm control evaluation 

 Strategic fly control evaluation  

 

Pre-Breeding Bulls  (1 to 3 months prior to breeding)  

 

 Physical exams – (body condition, prepuce, feet, teeth. 

eyes, nose) 

 Breeding soundness exam – (semen, penis testicles) 

 Vaccinate - (area vet. recommendations) 

  Nutritional evaluation (make sure he is getting energy, protein, and minerals needed and also good 

time to know results of soil and forage “hay” tests)  

 Culling decision (based on physical and breeding soundness exams and bull temperament) 

 Strategic worm control evaluation 

 Strategic fly control evaluation  

 

Pre-Calving Cows and Heifers (1 to 3 months prior to calving) 

 Conduct physical exam – (body condition, udder, feet, teeth, eyes) 

 Culling evaluation (based on physical exam) 

 Vaccinate (area vet. recommendations) 

 Identifications in place (ear tag, tattoo, brand) 

 Nutritional evaluation (make sure she is getting energy, protein, and minerals needed and also good 

time to know results of soil and forage “hay” tests)  

 Strategic worm control evaluation 

 Strategic fly control evaluation  
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Extension Humor  

A Real Life Grayson County Story 

A man came in to my office and asked me, 

“What is the cheapest meat a person can buy?”  

Well, I thought that was a reasonable question 

to ask an ag agent, but I told him I didn’t 

know.  With a straight face he said, “It is deer 

testicles.  You can find them under a buck.” 



Pecan Calendar for Texas 

January/February 

 Could attend 2016 Pecan Short Course – January 25-28.   

https://events.tamu.edu/EMSRegics/TexasPecanShortCourse2016   

 Collect and store graft wood (while trees are dormant) 

 Prune all “V” trunks on small and medium trees to prevent blow outs 

 Plant new trees 

 Orchard thinning – remove crowded trees 

 In young orchards, thin out long crow feet shoots at the ends of the limbs 

 In young orchards, tip prune shoots over 24’ long to prevent crow feet (one time event) 

 In young orchards, remove trash growth/shoots on the lower 4’ of truck which are over 1” di-

ameter  

The Extension office can get you the entire calendar.  Just call and request it.  You can also buy the book that 

contains the calendar and everything else about pecan management.  It is titled,   Texas Pecan Handbook and 

be purchased from the AgriLife Bookstore for $20 http://www.agrilifebookstore.org/Default.asp  

 

 
 

Fig. 5. Fourth-and fifth-year  dormant season 

 

 

https://events.tamu.edu/EMSRegics/TexasPecanShortCourse2016
http://www.agrilifebookstore.org/Default.asp


Farm Pond Management Calendar 

General Time Frames for Pond Management 

 

Many of the tasks have a window of opportunity.  They are listed at earliest possible opportunity and then 

(bracketed material shows end date) 

 

March: 

 Could begin stocking advanced bass and Bluegills (through June) 

 Could stock catfish (through May) 

 Should have a bass spawn 

 Supplemental feed catfish (March through November) 

 

April: 

 Fertilize ponds - those in a bass management program or ponds low in fertility.  (April through June) 

 Aquatic weed control (April through August) 

 

Mid-April/May: 

 Stock 1“ to 3” bass fingerlings (through end of 

June) 

 Catfish spawn (through June) 

 Bluegill spawn (through September) 

 Conduct a hook and line survey – details in Extension office.  A way to evaluate productivity and 

predator to prey ratios 

 

September:  

 Stock 1” to 3” Bluegills (through December) 

  

October: 

 Stock Catfish (through December) 

 

November: 

 Lime (through December) – for ponds needing it (based on pH and total alkalinity) 

 

January through December: 

 Go fishing 

 

More details on all of these tasks can be acquired at the Extension office 



Up Coming Events 

There are many educational programs and opportunities coming to Grayson County.  Some will have ceus at-

tached for pesticide applicators.   A few, I believe, will be really unique topics presented by outside specialists. 

   

Have you heard of zoonotic dieseases?  I hadn’t, but they are diseases that can pass from animals to humans.  

Dr. Sonya Swiger, Livestock/Veterinary Entomologist, will educate us.   

 

How about a woodland management program?  For decades,  Extension has offered programs on range and 

pasture management but now we will focus on evaluating our woodlands and learning how to best manage 

them.  Dr. Eric Taylor, Extension Forestry Specialist, will be our guest presenter. 

 

How about having a real Ag Law Specialist come and speak to us about ag leases and ag contracts?  That is 

what Tiffany Dowell Lashmet will be doing right here in Grayson County. 

 

Confirmed programs (fliers with more details will be sent later): 

Tri-County Farmer and Rancher Symposium— Feb. 18, 8 am to 3 pm, Gainesville 

 

Leave No Trace  - February 21, 3 to 4:30 pm, Sherman 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodland Management—Feb. 25, 2 to 4:30 pm, Sherman  

 

 

 

 

Rainwater Harvesting, Rain Gardens, Green Walls  

March 15, 2 to 4:30 pm, Sherman 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Blooming and  Evergreen Shrubs for the Landscape  Also special hot topic item— Rose Rosette disease    

April 14,  2 to 5 pm,  Sherman 

 

 

 

Vegetable Gardening and Food Preservation—April 28, 6-8 pm, 

Sherman 

 

 

 

 

Prairies and Pollinators—Master Naturalist sponsored large scale, multi-program event.  April 30, Hagerman 

National Wildlife Refuge, 9am to 4 pm 

 

 

 

North Texas Pond Management Clinic—May 10, Hagerman National 

Wildlife Refuge, 7:30 am to noon. 

 

 

 

 

Producing Cattle for Today's Market and Zoonotic Diseases—May 4, afternoon meeting (exact time coming 

soon). Sherman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ag Leases and Contracts—July 14, 6:30– 8 pm, Sherman 

  

Land Stewardship, Master Naturalist Sponsored, Sept 18—Eisenhower State Park, time TBD   

 

Programs still planning: 

Feral hog control, cool season forage establishment, small grains crop tour, North Texas Cattleman’s Confer-

ence, goat clinic, tree care, and more. 


