
Farm Bill Meeting & Training 

GRAY COUNTY  

AGRICULTURE NEWS 

JUNE 2014 

 

Calendar of 
Events 
Farm Bill Meeting 
August 19th            
Gray Co Annex 
 
Informational 
Articles 
 
Cotton, 2, 4D Mix 
 
Cotton Weed            
Management  
 
Early                     
Postemergence 
 
Beef Cattle           
Browsing 
 

There will be a Farm Bill meeting and training for area Producers on                              
August 19th from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Gray County Annex.                                                 
More details will follow, please call the Extension Office at 669-8033                                                      
if you have any questions.  

Early Postemergence 

Cotton & 2, 4-D Drift           Weed Management In Cotton        

ATTENTION:  
COTTON AND 2, 4D DRIFT  

NOT A GOOD MIX 
 

For more information on ways to  
minimize drift and                      

alternative chemicals. 
 Contact  

the Gray County Extension Office at 
669-8033. 

Weed Management is always        
an issue. 

 
Information on Weed                
Management in Cotton can be 
found on the Gray County            
website at:  
 

http://gray.agrilife.org                  
under the Ag-Publications tab                          
Weed-Management-in-Texas-

Cotton. 

    Herbicides applied early postemergence (EPOST) are essential when weeds are not 
controlled by preplant and preemergence herbicides. Herbicides applied EPOST are 
generally applied to both emerged crops and weeds; therefore, it is necessary to have 
some mechanism of selectivity between crops and weeds. Early season weed control is 
essential in order to avoid competition for water and nutrients between crops and 
weeds. Severe early season competition can cause crop stand, which may lead to yield 
loss. Early emerging weeds will have a much larger impact on yield than weeds that 
emerge later in the growing season.  
 
    In general, EPOST herbicides are most effective when applied to small, actively 
growing weeds. Control will generally be reduced when herbicides are applied to 
stressed weeds that exceed the size recommendation on the label. Weeds could be     
suffering from stress if exposed to extended periods of hot and dry or cool and wet   
climatic  conditions. The period of time needed from application to rainfall or irrigation 
varies for each herbicide.                                                                                         
           Continued on page 2            
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    In general, a six-hour rain free period is sufficient for most herbicides, although some formulations have 

decreased this time to approximately one hour. Many postemergence (POST) herbicides require a 

spray additive to ensure maximum herbicide performance. In west Texas, a crop oil concentrate is 

recommended over non-ionic surfactants for many herbicides, while for other herbicides, the choice 

is not as critical as long as a good quality spray additive is used. Some herbicide labels suggest the 

addition of liquid nitrogen fertilizers or dry spray grade ammonium sulfate for improving herbicide            

performance. Mixing order and compatibility are an issue for many herbicides; therefore, always 

carefully read and follow label instructions for maximum herbicide performance.  

    There are two types of herbicides applied POST: systemic (mobile) and contact (non-mobile).      

Systemic POST herbicides are absorbed by leaves and translocate to sites within the plant where 

the herbicide is needed to control the weed. Contact herbicides kill only the plant tissue that comes 

in direct contact with the herbicide. Thorough coverage on leaf and stem surfaces is more critical 

for contact herbicides compared to systemic herbicides. Thorough coverage can be accomplished by   

applying herbicides to smaller weeds, increasing the carrier volume and/or spray pressure, proper 

boom height, and accurately applying the herbicide to weeds growing beneath the crop canopy 

(through various nozzle arrangements and spray equipment).  

 

    The length of soil activity (residual activity) of POST herbicides varies from no soil activity to      

activity season-long or even into the next growing season. It is important to know the rotational 

crop restrictions when choosing a POST herbicide since some of these herbicides may influence   

rotational crop selection. It is also important to know if a herbicide has limited or no residual activity 

so additional weed control practices are planned for season-long control.  

 

    The use of some POST herbicides is dependent on the variety selection. Below are herbicide     

options in Roundup Ready Flex, GlyTol, LibertyLink, GlyTol plus Liberty Link, and conventional       

cotton varieties. 
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Beef Cattle Browsing-Marching Toward “Sustainability” 

Sustainability of beef production is a term being used a lot these days. Some of the largest      

foodservice businesses, and others, say they want their beef to come from sustainable production. 

But they’re having trouble defining “sustainable beef”. The recently formed Global Roundtable for 

Sustainable Beef is attempting to address this issue. The group is composed of: 

 

 producer groups (including the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, Canadian Cattlemen’s                  

Association, and Cattle Council of Austrailia), 

- commerce and processors (such as Cargill, JBS, Tyson, Elanco, Merck, and Dow), 

- retailers (including McDonalds and WalMart), 

- “civil society” groups (including organizations such as the National Wildlife Federation, Earth       

Innovation Institute, and Rainforest Alliance). 

 

The Roundtable has preliminarily drafted the following sustainable beef principles: 

 

1. Natural Resource: Global sustainable beef stakeholders produce beef in a manner that identifies 

and manages natural resources responsibly and maintains or enhances the health of ecosystems.     

 

2. People and Community: Global sustainable beef stakeholders protect and respect human rights 

and recognize the critical roles that all participants within the beef value chain play in their            

community regarding culture, heritage, employment, land rights and health. 

 

3. Animal Health and Welfare: Global sustainable beef stakeholders respect and manage animals to 

ensure their health and welfare. 

4. Food: Global sustainable beef stakeholders ensure the safety and quality of beef products and 

utilize information-sharing systems that promote beef sustainability. 

 

5. Efficiency and Innovation: Global sustainable beef stakeholders encourage innovation, optimize 

production, reduce waste and add to economic viability. 

 

Time will tell where this goes and what the impact will be on the various segments of beef            

production. (grsbeef.org) 

 

Article by: Beef Cattle Browsing –May 14 addition 
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    Genetic selection for efficiency continues to be researched and discussed. Long-term genetic        

selection research in cattle is costly and time consuming. Sometimes we can gain some insight from 

research on small laboratory animals. Mice were selected for either high heat loss/high maintenance 

(HM), low heat loss/low maintenance (LM), or maintained as unselected controls. 

 

    After 25 generations of selection, there was 56% divergence in heat loss and, compared to HM, 

LM consumed 34% less feed; but there was no significant difference in body weight or body            

composition. The authors concluded that selection for lower heat loss (higher efficiency) effectively 

reduced feed intake without effects on body composition. They attributed the reduction in feed           

consumption to reduced maintenance energy required. NOTE: Some short-term research suggests 

the same relationship exists in cattle. 

 

Article from Beef Cattle Browsing—May 14 Issue 

(J. Animal Sci. 92:1886; Univ. of Nebraska) 

 

 

Selecting For Efficiency vs Body Composition & Feed Consumption 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Cluster 4 Counties 
 

Brandon McGinty—CEA/Ag/NR                     Jody Bradford—CEA/Ag           
Gray County  - 806-669-8033                                  Carson County - 806-537-3882 
 
Dustin Sanders—CEA/Ag                       Dale Dunlap—CEA/Ag                   
Armstrong County  - 806-226-3021                       Wheeler County –806-826-5243 
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Texas  A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

Gray County Office 

12125 E. Frederic Ave. 

Pampa, Texas 79065 

Phone: 806-669-8033 

Fax: 806-669-8029 

Email: b-mcginty@ag.tamu.edu                            

Website: gray.agrilife.org 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Brandon McGinty 
Gray County Extension Agent 
Agriculture & Natural Resources 

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national 
origin. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating a 
member of The A&M University System and its statewide Agriculture Program.  


