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J F M A M J J A S O N D 

RAIN .94 2.15 1.17 1.53 1.38 8.22 2.11 1.29 10.96 10.22 4.12 5.09 

NORM 2.80 1.20 2.70 2.40 3.70 3.10 4.20 2.50 5.30 2.50 2.70 1.80 

% NORM 34% 179% 43% 63% 37% 265% 50% 51% 206% 408% 153% 283% 

ACC. RAIN 2.80 3.09 4.26 5.79 7.17 15.39 17.50 18.79 29.75 39.97 44.09 49.18 

ACC. NORM 2.8 4.0 6.7 9.1 12.8 15.9 20.1 22.6 27.9 30.4 33.1 34.9 

% ACC NORM 34% 77% 63% 63% 56% 97% 87% 83% 106% 131% 133% 140% 

DEPARTURE -1.9 +.95 -1.5 -.87 -2.3 +5.1 -2.1 -1.2 +5.7 +7.7 +1.4 +3.3

DEPARTURE -1.9 -.91 -2.4 -3.31 -5.6 -.51 -2.6 -3.8 +1.8 +9.6 +11 +14.3

Would you believe 
me if I told you that 
2018 marked the 4th 
year in a row of 
above average rain-

fall?  Prior to 2014 was 4 years in a row of 
below average rainfall, not that is believable.  
And the start of 2019 is looking very promis-
ing as well.  I can only recall one dry spell 
that being in the months of April and May 
where things were turning dry and it did hurt  
our row crop yields but the cotton responded 
well to the rains that came in June. 

We had more cotton (.81 cents per 
pound) planted in the county and again 
losing some of our now less than 8000 
acreage to more grass plantings.  Cotton 
yields were very good with a report of 3 
bale acre cotton.  We saw more corn 
planted than milo and harvested.  Corn 
yields were at the county average at 75 
bushels and milo saw fair yields at around 
4000 pounds per acre, above the county 
average, for a  fourth year in a row as 
well.  Though yields were good just like 
hay, commodity prices were a slight im-
provement from 2017 ($3.69 corn and 
$7.52 milo). 

Table 1.  Ground Water District 2018 rainfall, Goliad, TX (TX-GD-17) Please continue… 
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Area beef cattle pro-
ducers will have an opportunity to participate 
in the 7th Annual Coastal Bend Agricultural 
Symposium. The event will be broadcast live 
via the internet to the participating counties 
from the Texas A&M Research and Extension 
Center in Corpus Christi.  

The symposium is scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 16th at the Julie Wimberly Memorial 
Homemaking Building, located at the Goliad 
County Fairgrounds beginning with registra-
tion at 8:30 am.  

Persons interested in attending the event are 
encouraged to RSVP with Extension Service 
office in Goliad County at 361-645-8204 by 
Friday, April 12 so preparations can be made 
for refreshments. 

Goliad County Fair 

Commercial Heifer Auction 

Friday, March 15, 4:30 pm 
150 head (75 pens) of pairs, breds 
and open heifers the largest offer-
ing ever by our FFA and 4-Hers!!! 

Ag Symposium 

April 16 

JWMHB 

$10 

Texas Soil Health Short Course 

April  23-24 

Victoria 

$100 

Area farmers and 
ranchers can learn 
more about the 
health of their soil by planning to join us on 
April 23 and 24th for two full days of top-
notch speakers and tours focusing on chang-
es in farming and agriculture, economics, 
soil health, and how you can thrive in uncer-
tain times.  

For more information you can contact Misti 
Thompson (NRCS) 361-645-2350 ext 2. 

January 31 

7 pm 

JWMHB 

The Texas 
Community Fu-

tures Forum is being held in Goliad county to 
assist local Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service Agents and the Leadership Advisory 
Board identify the most critical issues affect-
ing local citizens. Our local Extension pro-
gram has a rich history of providing educa-
tional programs that address the most critical 
issues in the county, related to Agriculture 
and Natural Resources, Families and Health, 
Youth Development and Community Develop-
ment. In order to make sure that the pro-
grams being planned for the future are on 
target, we invite your participation in the Is-
sue Forum. 

Your opinion is highly valued in our commu-
nity, so we truly hope you can join us Thurs., 
Jan. 31. 7 p.m. JWMHB, 935 South Jefferson 
St, Goliad Co Fairgrounds. 

Hay production was good due to our rainfall 
being fairly well distributed over the whole 
year.  But with the abundance of rain some 
hayfields did not get cut a second time due to 
custom harvesters getting behind.  However 
pricing was still high, with some bales going 
for $100 to a low of around $50. 

Calf prices were strong  for the year and 
weaning weights were good as well.  After 
starting the year at $1.45, seeing a high in 
the fall at $1.56, and ending the year around 
that $1.45 mark. 

So 2018 had some good in it but some bad.  
We always need rain, we just didn’t that 
much in the fall.  But I think most will agree 
we will take moisture at anytime, even 21 
inches in 61 days. 
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When livestock get out and 
away from their enclosures, 
they can represent a signifi-
cant traffic or safety hazard.  

The Goliad County Sheriff’s 
department is attempting to 
assist landowners if such ac-
tion occurs by including in the Goliad 
County Appraisal District agricultural sur-
vey a questionnaire.  The questionnaire 
included what are the brands on your live-
stock, what type of cattle, where are they 
located and is there a combination lock 
that a first responder could open and re-
turn the livestock to the correct pasture. 

Common myths of loose livestock 

Myth:  I don’t brand my cattle so as if one 
were to get out on the roads and get 
struck by a car I wont be held liable.   

It is true it would be hard to prove owner-
ship without a brand, but it is likely that 
an investigator could prove where the cow 
escaped from her enclosure.  A number of 
scenarios could be sited here, but what if 
hair was found on the barbed wire match-
ing the struck cow, or a balling orphan 
calf was in the pasture where the car acci-
dent occurred and could be matched by a 
simple DNA test.  So it would be more 
prudent to brand your cattle in this one 
instance alone.  Let alone that there are 
so many other reasons to brand your cat-
tle that being in case of theft #1. 

Myth:  The law is not on my side concern-
ing loose livestock 

Whether an animal owner may be held lia-
ble for cattle out on the highway depends 
on a number of factors, including where 
the collision occurred and the facts sur-
rounding the cattle being out.  If cattle 
are out in an open range area, the owner 
would not be liable if a collision occurs; 
but if cattle are out in a closed range ar-
ea, then the owner can be liable if he or 
she “permitted” or “ knowingly permitted” 
the cattle the run at large.  Courts looking 
at this consider a number of facts such as 
how often the cattle had been out before, 
the quality of the fences, whether a gate 
was left open, how long the cattle had 
been out, what knowledge the owner had 
of them being out, etc. 

A recent case here in Texas highlighted 

how the law works in a closed range area.  In 
that Wilson County case, Mr. Pruski’s bull got 
out and was struck on the highway.  The bull 
was in a pasture bordering the road that had 
both a latch and lock.  Although the latch was 
closed, the gate had been left unlocked to al-
low a contractor to enter.  The injured party 
sued the landowner and litigation ensued 
about whether Mr. Pruski could be held lia-
ble.  The San Antonio Court of Appeals held 
that there were sufficient facts to allow the 
case to go to a jury to decide whether Mr. 
Pruski “permitted” his cattle to run at 
large.  This case is currently being appealed to 
the Texas Supreme Court. 

There are also more laws that may protect 
you in Goliad County dependent upon where 
you live.  Our county attorney has researched 
whether or not Goliad County is an open 
range or a closed ranged county.  And it is his 
opinion that the county conducted precinct 
votes, and within precincts landowners could 
remain open range if adjacent property own-
ers agreed.  Examples of this are still evident 
today in each precinct (Duke Bridge Road, 
Precinct 1; Clip Road, Precinct 2; Oilfield Rd, 
Precinct 3 and Abrameit Rd and Franke Rd in 
Precinct 4).  However there maybe more as 
the votes were recorded but locations were 
not.  These votes occurred in the early 1900’s.  
The difference here is that if you live in an 
open range section of the county it is your 
neighbor’s responsibility to fence out your 
livestock.  In a closed range section of the 
county it is the livestock owner’s responsibility 
to fence in their livestock.   

Thanks to County Attorney Rob Baiamonte, 
Sheriff Kirby Brumby and Tiffany Dowell Lash-
met Extension Specialist in Agricultural Law 
for assistance in this newsletter article. 

Please help me welcome Meagan Lesak.  Me-
gan obtained a bachelors degree in range and 
wildlife management and a master’s in animal 
science specifically studying old world blue 
stem management in restoring native range. 

New Biologist    

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 

DeWitt & Goliad Counties 

2805 N. Navarro, Suite 600B 

Victoria, Texas 77901 

361-576-0022 

http://www.search.txcourts.gov/SearchMedia.aspx?MediaVersionID=f619990e-2d00-4a3a-8498-f7037c1b5d63&MediaID=6156a90a-37f8-4090-9781-28c856629893&coa=%22%20+%20this.CurrentWebState.CurrentCourt%20+%20@%22&DT=Opinion


 

Commercial products and trade names 
are mentioned for information purposes 
only.  No guarantee or endorsement by 
the Texas AgriLife Extension Service is 
intended or implied. 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES  

INFORMATION 

If you need any special accommodation, 
please contact Brian Yanta at 361-645-
8204 10 days prior so we can consider 
your request. 

If you have any special dietary needs, 
please contact Brian Yanta at 361-645-
8204 10 days prior to the event. 

Goliad Ag Newsletter on the Web   

http://goliad.agrilife.org/newsletters/ 

We are getting close to our last print edition ...  
Sign up for the enews version.!  My email ad-
dress is  

B-yanta@tamu.edu  

I hope you find this infor-
mation useful.  If I can as-
sist you in any way please 
contact me! 

Sincerely, 
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Franklin Street Courthouse Annex 

329 West Franklin 

Goliad, TX 77963 

@brianyanta 


