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 The long awaited rain has finally arrived and our fields are now wet 
once again. I have heard anywhere from around 1.2” to over 2.5” over the past 
several days. On top of this there are 2 hurricanes and 3 other storms in the 
Atlantic that could bring more rain. However, the 2 hurricanes don’t look like 
they will get here, we could be getting more rain in the future. Though the tim-
ing is not ideal we will always take it. For all practical purposes this crop is fin-
ished. Fields needing a little more time will be delayed just a bit more as growth 
has been minimal over the past couple of days. Temperatures will rebound this 
weekend and next week but will still be below normal. 

 Another really good thing that comes from a slow gentle rain like this is 
that it allows us to take a look at the soil and see if there is potentially any com-
paction issues. With a rain like this it doesn’t take long for it to soak in so if you 
have standing water in certain areas or rows that do not usually flood you may 
have compaction issues. I have noticed standing water on fields that have been 
disked a time or two while the field next to it has taken in the rain. The longer 
the water stands the more that is lost to evaporation, even on a cloudy day. 
Remedies would include plowing down to break up the hard pan, riping/
chiseling, crop rotation, and/or increasing ground cover. 

 Another cause of standing water or lack of water infiltration is watering 
too late in the season. Of course in a year like this it has been very hard to deter-
mine when to completely shut it off or if we will get the predicted rain. The best 
way to know for sure is to check for sufficient moisture in the profile once bolls 
begin to open. 
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NexGen Field Days 
Tuesday September 15 

Monday September 21st 
 

GCJLA Dove Hunt 
Wednesday September 16 

 
Phytogen Field Day 

Thursday September 24 

POTENTIAL CHANGES TO Bt 

 The EPA has recently released a draft plan that if approved will com-
pletely change the insect resistance management regulations for Bt crops grown 
in the cotton belt. The majority of the changes are aimed at corn but several will 
effect cotton including collecting and testing suspected or potential resistant 
specimen. The primary reasoning for the change in regulations is to try and pre-
serve the Vip3a gene (the 3rd Bt gene) for as long as possible. A summary article 
by Dr. Pat Porter, Extension Entomologist in Lubbock better explains the full 
details of plan and the proposed changes and can be found in  Focus on Ento-
mology  
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 With the rain we can expect another flush of weeds. It is important to keep these weeds controlled until we 
get that killing freeze. Work done by Pete Dotray in Lubbock showed that a pigweed seedling on September 11th 
(today) in Lubbock could produce up to 500 seeds per plant. A plant emerging in mid-late October could still produce 
10-20 seeds/plant. The potential could be even higher down here. 

PESTICIDE WASTE COLLECTION 

 It has been a long time since we have been able to dispose of old , unwanted, out of date, unregistered, etc. 
chemicals. Texas A&M Agrilife Extension and TDA will be holding a pesticide waste collection day on Wednesday 
October 21st from 8am-2pm at the South Plains Fairgrounds in Lubbock. More information is in the attached flyer. 

WHEAT 

 With the recent rain there will be folks now looking to get some early wheat in the ground. Keep fall 
armyworms (FAW) in mind before you jump in the field. FAW moth numbers have been climbing over the past cou-
ple of weeks and larva can be found in the sorghum and hay grazer throughout the area. When planting this crop 
make sure there is nothing green surviving in the field for at least 10, preferably 14 days prior to planting. This will at 
least force a new population to move in instead of planting into them where they feed on the wheat as it emerges. 

LATE SEASON WEED CONTROL 

 As harvest time quickly approaches I want to remind everyone about the EPA requirement for anyone who 
mixes, loads, or applies paraquat (paraquat dichloride) to be a certified applicator and to take the EPA-approved online 
training. These trainings are only provided online through the eXtension website, which is part of the Federal Coopera-
tive eXtension System. The training can be found at https://campus.extension.org/login/index.php 

PARAQUAT TRAINING 

Phytogen Field Day 

Thursday, September 24 

10:00am 

Eric Seidenberger’s 

Corner Farm on CR 110 

NexGen Field Days 

Tuesday September 15th 

9:00am (Breakfast will be served) 

Doug Jost’s Farm 

 

Monday September 21st 

5:00pm-7:00pm (Fajitas will be served) 
Doug Jost’s Farm 

https://campus.extension.org/login/index.php


 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of race, color, 
sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employ-

ment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. 


