
Growing conditions have been very mixed over the past month, warm tem-
peratures, cold temperatures, warm again. Dry, wet, windy, a little hail, you 
name it, we have probably seen it. A lot of seed has been put in the ground 
up to this point, but I am hard pressed to find too many fields where I can 
say we have had great emergence and a great stand. From Garden City to 
around FM 1357 and south into Reagan County soil moisture is pretty good. 
As you move west to Midkiff it increasingly gets dryer.  
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Cotton stands are struggling right now, for many much of the early planted cot-
ton went in and then the soil really cooled off. Around 5-19 and 5-20 soil temps 
were in the upper 50’s and lower 60’s. Combine this with rains on top to pack 
the seed in and some of these fields took as long as 10-14 days to emerge, others 
have yet to make a stand. I have included a data set on yield reduction related to 
days until emergence. Optimum emergence is five days with a soil temp at 8 inch-
es of at least 68 degrees and a favorable five day forecast.  Obviously we do not 
always get a favorable 5 day forecast and we cannot trust the weatherman to be 
accurate all the time, but the main thing we want to avoid is planting in front of 
a cold front moving in. Slow growing, delayed emerging seedlings open the door 
for seedling disease especially in very wet soils like we have now.  They also ex-
pose the plants to the possibility of thrips damage which we rarely worry about. 
Bottom line, do not worry so much about the date and pay closer attention to 
soil temperatures.  
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Corn is making very good progress right now. Despite a couple of very hot days, tem-
peratures have moderated a bit. Many fields will be tasseling in 2-3 weeks, hopefully the 
temperatures will cooperate. Keep fertilizer going. Most fields have really good mois-
ture.  

Sorghum is a little different. Soils were a little cooler when a lot of sorghum was plant-
ed. Much of it is just now starting to come around and take off. It has been yellow for a 
while from iron chlorosis and cool soils. Worms, mostly fall army worm (FAW) are in 
nearly every whorl. Do not worry about them unless they get all the way down to the 
growing point. I have not seen any sugarcane aphids (SCA) yet, but would definitely 
keep my eyes peeled for them.  

Cotton scouts are going through scout school this week and will be calling pro-
ducers and getting in the field the week of June 6th. If you start getting calls 
from a number you do not recognize that is a (432) or (325) please answer it and 
work with them.  

CORN/SORGHUM 

SCOUTS 

Page 2 CROP MANAGEMENT REPORT 

WHEAT 

A lot of wheat is being cut right now and what few reports I have received con-
firm what I have seen in the field. This has been a great wheat year. I have 
heard dryland yields over 40 bu and irrigated (limited ) over 50 bu pretty good 
for this part of the state.  
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TURNROW MEETINGS 

Tuesday,  June 14  9:00 a.m. Glasscock Coop 

Wednesday, June 15  9:00 a.m. Midkiff Coop 

 

Tuesday, June 21  9:00 a.m. Glasscock Coop 

Wednesday, June 22  9:00 a.m. Midkiff Coop 


