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 Just this 
past newsletter I 
was wondering if 
the weather 
would ever 
warm up again. 
It did.  
Taking care of 
plants in the 
heat can be diffi-
cult. I know I’m 
having to water some potted plants daily.  Planting 
some plants in deeper pots and mulching my flower-
beds has allowed me to water less. 
As you work in the heat, be careful. Do most of your 
tasks when it’s cool in the morning, and if outside dur-
ing the hotter part of the day, take plenty of breaks, 
and eat some salty snacks while drinking cold fluids. 
Please note that  watering your plants with a sports 
drink will not help it avoid wilting in the heat. If you 
have any questions or would like to email me, contact 
me at Elizabeth.mcmahon@ag.tamu.edu or 830-997-
3452.  
  



 Bermudagrass is a spreading turfgrass that is tough to kill. If you do not get all the roots and 
shoots it will grow right back into that flowerbed where you didn’t want it.  It is surprising then to see 
swathes of it dying in some yard situations. Is there a disease or pest that can kill the immortal and ev-
er-spreading bermudagrass? Why yes, but only in certain conditions. This pest is the bermudagrass 
scale.  
 The bermudagrass scale is a tiny insect. The adult form looks like a fried egg, with a yellow 
brownish “yolk” surrounded by a white border.   These insects crawl as juveniles, but when they be-
come adults, they latch onto the plant and stay put.  
Eggs are produced under the female’s scale like cover-
ing.  
 Lawns that are stressed may have problems 
with bermudagrass scale. Stress factors for bermu-
dagrass include improper pesticide applications, 
drought, or too much shade. If your bermudagrass 
lawn is dying in patches, and it’s not because it’s too 
shady or you haven’t watered it, check for this  insect 
on the grass runners. Look underneath the leaf 
sheathes at the root nodes especially.  If you see flakes 
of white and the damage is great, apply an imidaclo-
prid insecticide (look for a grub killer with imidaclo-
prid in it). Imidacloprid is a systemic insecticide that 
the scale will suck up through the plant and die. A non-
systemic insecticide will not work because the scale 
insects are protected by the leaf sheathes.  
 Bermudagrass scales can damage lawns, but good luck getting them to kill off the bermudagrass 
in your flowerbeds. That bermudagrass is usually very happy and lush, and the scale insect causes the 
most damage on stressed turf.  
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Die-off in Bermudagrass?  
 

Might be Bermudagrass Scale 

Bermudagrass scale can cause patchy die-off in stressed bermudagrass.  
Picture by Beth McMahon. 



Lavender Trial 
Update 

Top-”Phenomenal” 
lavender variety 
looking good.   
Bottom-Different 
lavender varieties 
about to be plant-
ed. Bottom picture 
by Sydney Boyer.  

 Three elderberry varieties “Marge”, 
“Adams” and “Wlydewood” were planted in 
two different locations. The Hunt location 
was planted on May 5th and had 26 plants 
planted, with at least two sets of each culti-
var. The Fredericksburg location was plant-
ed on May 9th and had at least two sets of 
three of each variety, with four sets of three 
for one variety.  
 There has already been much learned from the elderberry trial. 
Number one is to order cuttings, no matter if they are more expensive, from 
reputable companies. The cuttings from the reputable company had a high 
rooting success rate. The cheaper, smaller cuttings, that dried out when 
mailed did not. This has already been reflected in the survival rate of the 
“Adams” variety at both locations. Hopefully the plants will pull through 
and improve.  The plants so far are looking better at the Hunt location.  

First variety, “Wlydewood” has been stuck and is 
ready for rooting.  Picture by Sydney Boyer.  

 Gillespie County is part of a statewide lavender 
trial to obtain results on which lavender varieties 
work best for each region. We’re trying out several dif-
ferent types of lavender, some ornamental, some pro-
duction varieties, to get a broad baseline of what 
works where.  Trial locations include Dallas/Fort Worth area, Lub-
bock, near Texarkana, Georgetown, College Station and Fredericks-
burg.  
 Thirteen varieties were planted on May 10th by Beth McMah-
on and Sydney Boyer. Three plants per set, with two sets per variety, 
were planted in a single long row. Data being taken includes vigor, 
flowering and deer tolerance. Yes, the deer have already snacked on 
a few of the lavender plants, with the favorite so far being “Dilly Dil-
ly”. 
 The lavender trial is expected to last at least two years. Stay 
tuned to this newsletter for updates. If you are interested in growing 
lavender for production or as a landscape ornamental, feel free to 
drop by and take a look. The plants are small right now, but most va-
rieties seem to be establishing well despite the heat.  
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Elderberry Trial 
Update 

Elderberry planting at Hunt. Picture 
by Sydney Boyer. 



Growing 
Great Garlic 

 Growing garlic takes two seasons, so purchase 
bulbs and plan for it now if you are interested in 
growing it. 
 Plant garlic cloves one to two inches deep four 
to six inches apart in a loose rich soil.  Choose larger 
cloves to get bigger bulbs.   Incorporate a composted 
high nitrogen manure fertilizer before planting, or top
-dress with a quick release fertilizer after sprouts emerge, then again 2-3 weeks later. Avoid fertilizing 
in the winter. Fertilize once more in March if the weather is beyond hard freezes, but do not fertilize 
any past May.  
 Garlic is cold hardy to hard freezes in our region, with the exception of sudden temperature 
changes from warm to freezing cold. If one of these hard freezes is predicted to occur, it may be help-
ful to cover the garlic to avoid foliage loss, which will shrink bulb size.  
Depending on the type of garlic that you plant, it may send up flowers in the late spring. Gently pull 
these out. These are called garlic scapes, and are edible.   
 Traditionally recommended varieties are silverskin types, such as “Mild Gray” and “Silver 

Rose”, artichoke types such as “New York 
White” (“Polish White”) and “Inchelium Red” 
and creole types such as “Red Creole” or “Ajo 
Red”. A Turban type  of garlic that I’ve had 
some success with is “Tzan”. Elephant garlic 
has a mild garlic taste and huge bulbs, but it is 
not a true garlic. It grows very well here, so if 
you have problems with regular garlic, try this 
alternative. 
 Garlic should be harvested when the fo-
liage dies about a third to half of the way up. Do 
not wait for the plant to die completely because 
this rots the papery bulb wrapping.  Garlic will 
sometimes form round balls. It is still edible but 
will not store.  Avoid varieties that have a high 

frequency of this. 
 Do not pull garlic out of the ground to 

harvest it. Instead use a shovel, garden trowel or potato fork, and gently slide it underneath the roots.  
 Garlic should be thoroughly dried before storage to prevent molding. I dry mine outside on old 
tomato cages in the full shade, then cut off the tops and hang them on string on my porch, before final-
ly moving them inside. Garlic should be stored in a cool dry place, but not in the refrigerator because it 
may sprout.   

Page 4 Summer 2022 

Garlic bulbs are not always white. Some creole types may be a pretty 
red. Picture by  Beth McMahon.  

Hardneck garlic plants in the spring.  Picture by Beth McMahon.  



Tips for the County Fair 
If you are looking to enter your vegetables into the Gillespie County Fair Agricultural Products show, 

here are a few tips. 
 
• Some vegetable categories have a lot of entries because they 

are easier to grow in the heat (okra, jalapenos & cherry toma-
toes). You can help cool season vegetables such as carrots and 
beets persist until August with some afternoon shade (taste 
quality will be low).  Other cool season crops such as cabbage 
or cauliflower can be wrapped in a paper towel and placed in a 
plastic bag in the back of the fridge.  

• Enter categories with low numbers of entries. Last year catego-
ries with no entries or less than three entries included: snap 
beans (yellow, purple, stripe), Italian flat pod beans, beets, cab-
bage, carrots, cauliflower, regular cucumbers (not pickling 
size), both eggplant categories, white onions, purple onions, 
black eye peas, banana peppers (both kinds), bell peppers, all 
potatoes, shallots, other vegetables, zucchini, yellow 
squash, patty pan squash, spaghetti squash, other 
squash, serranos, poblanos, banana summer squash, 
Hubbard, acorn squash, honey dew melons, tomatil-
los, apples, other fruit, peaches, pears, plums, nectar-
ines, crenshaw and honey dew melons.  

• Make sure you have the correct number of vegetables 
for an entry. An entry of eleven jalapenos, when they 
ask for twelve, would be rejected because it’s easier 
getting eleven perfect jalapenos than twelve perfect 
jalapenos.  

• Enter your vegetables in the correct category.  
• Big vegetables (not overripe) helps, but entries con-

sisting of multiple vegetables that are the same size 
without any defects gains more favor from the judges.   

 
For all the categories and rules, please see the 2022 fair catalogue , which will be in the newspaper lat-
er this summer or can be viewed online at https://gillespiefair.com/gillespie-county-fair . You can also 
call the fair office at 830-997-2359 or email them at info@gillespiefair.com  for more information.  

Basic Rules for the Gillespie County Agricultural Show  
  
• Must be grown between September 1, 2021 and August 25,2022.  

• You must be the grower of your entry. 

• The fair isn’t responsible for accident or loss of your entry. (For example, sunflower heads are usually missing 
seeds by Sunday.) 

• Premiums and items must be picked up after the completion of the fair on Sunday August 28th, 2022 and will be 
held for a short time period. Premiums will be held for 60 days afterwards.  

• Adult division is open to all ages, Junior division to kids only. You cannot enter one entry in both divisions. 

• Items will be received between 11:00 am and 6:00 PM on Thursday, August 25th, 2022.  

• Entries must be from Gillespie County or adjoining counties. 

• No greasing, waxing or sanding of any items.  

Purple cauliflower entered in the show was stuck 
in plastic bag and put in back of fridge.  Picture 
by Beth McMahon 

Cherry and grape tomato entries can be high.  Picture by Beth 
McMahon. 

https://gillespiefair.com/gillespie-county-fair
mailto:info@gillespiefair.com
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Thrip Damage 

Thrips are tiny and hard to see without  
magnifying glass.  Leaf picture by Beth 

McMahon. 

• Thrips are tiny insects.  
• Damage twists young foliage, scraping dam-

age on mature foliage 
• May cause stinging sensation on arms 
• Control methods include spinosad (Captain 

Jack etc.), neem oil (sunrise application on-
ly) or horticultural oil (sunrise application 
only) to underside of foliage 

• Thrip damage should not persist throughout 
summer. 

Cucumbers with thrip damage and fresh 
undamaged foliage.  Picture by S. McMah-

on. 

Tomato foliage with thrip damage. 



Summertime brings out all sorts of garden and lawn pests. A common pests seen in the Texas 
Hill Country this time of year are centipedes and millipedes. They are typically found living in dark, 

moist environments such as damp soil, 
leaf litter, under rocks/wood, in clos-
ets, or under houses. Centipedes and 
millipedes are not known to transmit 
diseases to plants, animals, or humans 
and are considered to be more of a 
nuisance than a destructive pest. Milli-
pedes will occasionally cause damage 
by feeding on stems and leaves of 
seedling plants. 
 Centipedes have a flattened 
body that can be a variety of colors 
(brown, gray, red, or green/blue). One 
pair of legs can be found on each body 
segment. The first pair directly under 
the head have been modified to cap-
ture prey and inject poison/venom. 
This sting can pack quite a punch. 
Centipedes live for approximately 1 to 
6 years and can reach over nine inches 
in length when fully grown.  
 Millipede bodies are round, un-
like centipedes, and are typically a 
brownish color but can vary from red, 
orange, or yellow. Each body segment 
has two pairs of legs and are not poi-
sonous. When disturbed millipedes 
will curl into a spiral and have glands 
that release a fluid that has a distinct 

smell, which can be irritating if rubbed in the eyes. Millipedes can live over 10 years and may move 
into a home after heavy rainfall or during drought but quickly die because of a lack of moisture and 
food. 
 Control and prevention methods are typically the same for both centipedes and millipedes. 

To keep these pests from coming inside your home, move hiding sites such as compost piles, fire-
wood, or stones away from the structure. Occasionally turn mulched flower beds that touch the 

structure to allow them to dry out or put a strip of gravel between the home and flower beds. Check 

seals around doors, windows, and pipe entrances that would allow for entrance into the home. Pe-

rimeter sprays around a building’s foundation are also useful to keep these pests away. Look for 
products with any of the active ingredients listed below: Cyfluthrin, Deltamethrin, Bifenthrin, Cyper-

methrin, or Carbaryl. Be sure to always read the labels carefully and to follow instructions.  

Centipedes & Millipedes 

https://www.aroundtheblockpest.com/occasional-invaders 

https://housemanservices.com/blog/millipede-or-centipede/ 

By Sydney Boyer, Gillespie County ANR Assistant Agent 
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Save the Dates 

Gillespie County & Nearby 

“Become Creative with 'STEAM”  
June 28th, 2022. 6:30-8:00 pm. 208 Danos Drive, Fredericksburg.  
Open monthly meeting of the Fredericksburg Native Plant Society. Presentation will be on out of the box 
thinking with using native plants and recycled materials in a landscape.  
 

Gillespie County Canning Class 
June 30th, 2022. 9:30-12:30 or 2:00-6:00 
Hands-on class. Participants will get what they can. Cost is $25 per class or $40 for both sessions. Lim-
ited to 10 participants. Canning tomatoes in morning session, okra in afternoon session. Call 830-997-
3452 to sign-up. 

 
Kendall County Fall Gardening Program 
July 7th, 2022. 10:00 AM – 12:00 pm 
Kendall County Courthouse, third floor across from elevator, 201 East San Antonio street, Boerne. 
Cost is ten dollars. Payment collected day of program. Call the Kendall County AgriLife Extension Office 
with questions at 830-331-8242. 
 

Junior Master Gardeners “Flower Power”  
September 7th-November 16th, 2022. 4:30-5:30. Gillespie County Extension Office.  
Kids will learn how to grow a vegetable garden, but more emphasis will be placed on flowers.  Age range 
is 3rd-6th grade or equivalent age if homeschooled. Cost to be determined. Please contact Beth McMah-
on at 830-997-3452 for more questions. Cost to be determined.  
 

Grow It Cook It: Strawberries 
September 23rd, 2022. 12:00-1:00 PM. Gillespie County Extension Office. 
Come join us at the Gillespie County Extension Office to learn how to grow and cook strawberries. $15 
per program. Call the Gillespie County Extension Office at 830-997-3452 to register. 
 

Learn your Landscape New Landowner Pro-
gram 
September 24th, 2022. 8:30-3:00 PM. Gillespie County Ex-
tension Office. 
Program with emphasis on learning landscape design and plant 
selection. Will cover ornamental, trees and turf. See website for 
more information. Online registration or in-person registration 
available. Online registration available at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/learn-your-lawn-landscape-tickets-
367136052817 . Credit cards only accepted with online registra-
tion. A small fee will apply with online registration.  
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Jerusalem sage and Daminatia in a landscape in Freder-
icksburg. Picture by Beth McMahon.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/learn-your-lawn-landscape-tickets-367136052817
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/learn-your-lawn-landscape-tickets-367136052817
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/learn-your-lawn-landscape-tickets-367136052817


Statewide Programs 

Save the Dates 

Tarrant County Learn Grow Eat Go Teach-
er Training  
July 13th, 2022. 9 AM – 4 PM, Fort Worth Botanic 
Garden  
Cost is $150 dollars. Lunch included. Learn how to establish 
a school garden, lead class through the Learn Grow Eat Go 
curriculum, and encourage students to eat healthy foods. 
Gives 8 TEA CPE hours and TEEAC credit. Also includes 
some resources to implement program.   
  

Agricultural Pesticide Waste Collection  
June 29th, 2022. 8:00 am – 12:00 PM. Victoria County 
PCT #4 yard, 226 Beck Road East, Inez, TX.  
This collection is intended for agricultural grade pesticides 
only. Household pesticides, medical wastes, paint, radioac-
tive substances, fertilizers, batteries, oil, and tires will not 
be accepted. Pesticides will properly be disposed of and 
there is no cost to you.   
  

Texas State Fruit Conference  
September 26th-27th, 2022.  New Braun-
fels Convention Center,  375 S. Castell Ave 
New Braunfels. 
Conference covering new grower and seasoned 
grower fruit topics. More details forthcoming.   
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Kids doing a JMG activity. Picture by Beth McMahon.  

Peach orchard in the spring. Picture by Beth McMahon.  

Fruit conference typically has a reception featuring fruit products. Pic-
ture by Beth McMahon. 



Upcoming Webinars 

Control of Tree Diseases in the Urban Land-
scape  
July 19th, 2022. 10:00 – 11:00 AM.  
Presentation by Dr. Appel, retired plant pathologist.  Part of 
monthly virtual Landscape Pest & Disease Virtual Program. Cost 
is $15 per class.  1 pesticide applicator CEU given, geared to-
wards landscapers. Register online at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/landscape-pest-disease-virtual-
program-tickets-336669245777.  
 

Cultivating School Gardens Conference  
July 20th, 2022. 8:00-4:20 pm.  
Provides 7 continuing professional education TEA hours. Cost is 
$30.  Covers cultivating school gardens, including preparation, 
plating and care, support and success stories o how gardens are 
getting used. Two program tracks, but you can watch the track 
you missed later.  Has online door prizes.   
   

Pesticide Laws and Regulations  
August 2nd, 2022. 10:00 – 11:00 AM.  
Given by Mark Matocha.  Part of monthly virtual Landscape Pest 
& Disease Virtual Program. Cost is $15 per class.  1 pesticide ap-
plicator CEU given, geared towards landscapers. Register online 
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/landscape-pest-disease-
virtual-program-tickets-336669245777. 
 

Stinging & Biting Insects & Arthropods in the 
Landscape 
September 21, 2022.  10:00 – 11:00 am. 
Wizzie Brown, IPM Program Specialist, Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension. Part of monthly virtual Landscape Pest & Disease Virtu-
al Program. Cost is $15 per class.  1 pesticide applicator CEU 
given, geared towards landscapers. Register online at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/landscape-pest-disease-virtual-
program-tickets-336669245777.  
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The kids will have plenty of cucumbers to pick. Picture by 
Beth McMahon.  

Tree exhibiting hypoxylon canker. Picture by Beth 
McMahon.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/landscape-pest-disease-virtual-program-tickets-336669245777
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/landscape-pest-disease-virtual-program-tickets-336669245777
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/landscape-pest-disease-virtual-program-tickets-336669245777
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/landscape-pest-disease-virtual-program-tickets-336669245777
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/landscape-pest-disease-virtual-program-tickets-336669245777


Lawn & Landscape Calendar 
June July August 

• Mulch ornamental 
beds and trees to 
conserve moisture.  

• Raise mowing 
height for lawn. 

• Harvest onions 
• Prune chrysanthe-

mums, if not done 
already, to encour-
age branching of 
flowers.  

• Harvest potatoes 
as necessary.   

• Plant pumpkins 
end of this monthly 
for Halloween har-
vest.  

• Complete fall bulb 
order for best se-
lection. 

• Plant pumpkins 
at the beginning 
of this month for 
Halloween har-
vest.  

• Finish harvesting 
potatoes 

• Remove dead 
fruiting canes 
from blackber-
ries. Tip blackber-
ry plants at 5-6 
feet to encourage 
lateral branching. 

• Replant determi-
nate tomatoes for 
fall garden.  

• Avoid planting 
new ornamentals, 
turf and trees this 
month due to 
heat.  

• Water fruit trees 
well to encourage 
production for 
next year.  

• Continue to mow 
at summer height 
until weather 
cools.  

• Apply fireant bait 
throughout yard. 
Follow-up appli-
cation a few 
weeks later with 
mound drench 
applications. 

• Replant squash 
for fall garden. 

• Plant fall bloom-
ing lilies such as 
oxblood lilies.  

Office Closures 
We will be closed on  July 4th and August 

26th.  
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Gillespie County Horticulture Newsletter 

Name That Plant! 

What is the name of this plant? First person to respond with the correct answer will get their 
name featured in next quarter’s newsletter.   

Picture policy-Unless specifically cited, all pictures were taken by the author of this newsletter. This newsletter is a publication 
that comes out seasonally.  If you would like to stop receiving this newsletter, please contact me at eliza-

beth.mcmahon@ag.tamu.edu. 
For other questions, comments, and concerns, please contact us at: 

 Gillespie County Extension office  
38 Business Court 

Fredericksburg, TX 78624 
830-997-3452  

 
Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 

disability, genetic information, sexual orientation or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Com-
missioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. Information compiled by Elizabeth McMahon, Gillespie County Horticulture Agent, excep t where indicated.  

Last Newsletter’s  Plant 

Last newsletter winner was  Joyce Studer. 
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