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  The weather has cooled, and this year we are 
starting to see leaves change color. That means that 
fall is here! 
 I’m looking forward to the cooler weather. Soon 
I will be posting chill hours.  What are chill hours and 
where will they be posted? Take a look in this news-
letter to find out where.  
 Ever wonder what happened to murder hornets 
(Asian Giant Hornets)? Read in this newsletter an up-
date on that too. 
 We have some fall programs coming up.  We are 
now accepting entries for our pecan show. If you need 
agricultural or structural pesticide applicator CEUS, 
we will be having a 5 Hour CEU program November 
18th. Look on the program announcement pages for 
more information.  
 Our Junior Master Gardener program ends next 
week. The kids garden grew great and they had fun. 
See this newsletter for pictures.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at Elizabeth.mcmahon@ag.tamu.edu or call 830-
997-3452.  



Gillespie County AgriLife Extension will be tracking chill hours at the office. Chill hours are a way to es-
timate if a fruit tree has received enough cold weather to set an adequate crop of fruit. Though many 
fruit crops need chill hours, this is a particular issue regarding peach trees.  
Chill hours will be reported using the under 45 F method and the 32-45 F method. Counting will start 
with the first frost. Please see https://gillespie.agrilife.org/agriculture-2/horticulture/chill-hours/ for 
updates . Updates will also be reported via twitter @Gillespiehort or https://twitter.com/gillespiehort .  

Gillespie County Chill Hour Tracker 

Update On : Murder Hornets 
• Murder hornets are wasps that can grow 1.5-2 inches long. They have bright yellow heads and 

black and yellow striping on their rears. 
• Their colonies attack bees late in the season as a food source for their young.  
• They can be quite aggressive in defending their nests. They 

have even killed humans.  
• They were first discovered outside of Blaine, Washington 

State in fall 2019.  Colonies were found to have overwin-
tered in British Columbia, Canada and Washington State.  

• Murder hornets became an internet sensation in spring 
2020.   

• In 2021 in Washington State, three nests were found and 
eliminated. Canada, as of October 5th, has found no nests. 

• No murder hornets have been found alive in Texas.   
• The first movie has come out . It is a documentary titled 

“Attack of the Murder Hornet”  (February 2021).  

Asian Giant Hornets may look big coming out of 
the nest...  Picture by Sheri Hartman.  

...But this is the hornet’s  actual size.  Picture by Sheri 
Hartman.  

Also known as Asian Giant Hornets 

Wearing protection while extracting the nest 
from a tree.  Picture By Sheri Hartman.  
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Strange Tales of Horticulture 
Popped What? 
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 That’s right. Sorghum grains can be popped just 
like popcorn. The result is a nutritious snack that is rich in 
antioxidants and fiber.  
 There are different kinds of sorghum, including 

those used for hay, making 
syrup, decorative and grain 
sorghum (milo). In Gillespie 
County sorghum is primari-
ly grown for hay. We have a 
little bit of grain sorghum 
production, but this has de-
creased due to deer and 
aphid issues.  
 Texas A&M University is breeding sorghum varieties specifically 
for popping. According to AgriLife Today, they are looking to improve 
popping efficacy percentage (not all kernels pop, worse than pop corn) 
and making them bigger.  
 While they have developed varieties that can be used for breed-
ing purposes, they have not developed a variety specifically released for 
popping sorghum.  
One can try popping any kind of grain sorghum themselves. Not all 
grains should pop. Attempting to pop all grains can cause burning.  
To pop sorghum, use a pot with high sides. You can use enough oil to 
lightly coat the 

bottom of the pan, but it’s optional.   Some of 
the hot oil may splatter, so use a very long 
spoon and a grease screen over the pot. Wear 
hand protection if using oil too. 
 Let the oil or pan warm up first. Then 
add the kernels.  Stir and stir util they start to 
pop. As an alternative, you can use a lid, heat 
the pot up until the kernels just start to pop, 
remove the pot from heat and shake gently, 
letting the pot go back down to the heat source 
if the popping slows. The noise is not as loud 
as popcorn kernels so it may be difficult to 
hear.  
 Pre-popped kinds are available. Look for this different snack at grocery stores or online.  

MA 
Kent  

Popped popcorn kernel (right), popped sorghum 
(left). Picture by Nicolas Pugh.  

 

Kay Ledbetter 

Sorghum (milo) kernels. Photos by 
Kay Ledbetter.  

Sorghum  field with sorghum products. Photo by Kay Ledbetter.  

Your family and friends have gathered for the holidays. Your host brings out an unusual treat, 
miniature popcorn. You like the lack of hard kernel, ask about it and find out you have been 

eating popped sorghum, not popped corn.  



The Gillespie County Extension Office is pleased to 
announce the 2021 Gillespie County Pecan Show 
on December 9th.  Entries are due on December 
8th, 2021 at noon. Commercial and home tree en-
tries are both welcome.  
To enter, please bring to the Gillespie County Ex-
tension Office a brown paper bag of 40-42 pecans 
of the same variety that were grown by you. Seed-
lings, known hybrids and native pecans can be en-
tered too, but will have their own categories re-
spectively. Smallest pecan entries need to have at 
least a pound of nuts present.  
What happens to your pecans when they arrive? Pecan show volunteers and extension agents 
will crack them. If entering, you are welcome to help us crack pecans on December 9th  at 9 am, 
though it is not necessary to do so.  
Your pecans will be judged based on weight, kernel 
size and shape, damage/disease presence and color. 
Pecans are categorized according to variety, so don’t 
worry, your “Mahan” pecans aren’t going to be judged 
against someone else’s “Pawnee” until the champion-
ship round.  

If your entries contain more 
than one variety of pecan, 
they will be disqualified.  If 
you don’t know what variety 
of pecan you have, you can 
enter them, and we will iden-
tify them for you. Just be cer-
tain you collect from only 
one tree. You can enter only one entry per variety, except for natives, 
seedlings and hybrids. Pecans that have been altered in any way, in-
cluding but not limited to sanding, cutting or polishing will be disquali-
fied. Pecans must be from the 2021 crop.  
The champions from the natives, classic/new and commercial divisions 
will be awarded plaques. Finalists from the county show will move on 
to the Central Texas Regional Pecan show in January. Finalists from 

this competition will move onto the state competition in June 2022. 

Gillespie County 

Pecan Show 

The 2021 show was smaller than normal.  Picture by Beth 
McMahon.  

Pecan entries  are cracked and judged. Each entry 
gets a code to make entries anonymous. Picture by 
Beth McMahon.  

Division champions get a plaque.  
Picture by Beth McMahon.  
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 While some flowers 
such as daffodils come 
back year after year with 
no effort beyond planting 
them, other bulbs can be 
grown with a little bit of 
help. These include tulips 
and hyacinths. 
 Tulips and hya-
cinths require a cold peri-
od to grow. Gardeners 
north of gardening zone 7 
can get this by keeping the 
bulbs in the ground, but 
zone 8 and higher need to 
pre-chill the bulbs.  
 Pre-chilling your flower bulbs is easy to do. Take the 
bulbs, put them in a paper bag and stick them in your fridge 
for 6-8 weeks. You can leave them in there longer to hit the 
ideal planting time, which is late December to early January.  
 When pre-chilling your bulbs do not store them near 
fruit. Apples and other fruits produce ethylene and these 
can caused deformed flowers.  
 Some types of tulips are unlikely to return, even if 
you remove them from the ground every year to give them 
their chilling period. Darwin tulips, species tulips and foste-
riana  tulips are most likely to be good perennial candidates.  
 If you are going to attempt to save your tulip bulbs 
for another season, fertilize the foliage after they flower. 

When the foliage dies back re-
move the bulbs, store them in a 
cool dry place, and then stratify 
them again the next fall.  
 Not all tulips need a cold 
chill period. Some types of spe-
cies tulips, like Tulipia clusisana, 
you can even leave in the 
ground and not pre-chill at all.  
 With these tips, hopefully 
you will have a beautiful flower 
bed! 

You Can Grow Tulips! 

Top – Tulips in a yard in Fredericksburg.  Photo by 
Beth Mcmahon.  
Bottom – Tulip bulbs should not be stored near apples 
in the fridge.  Photo by Beth McMahon.  

Tulip bulbs can be stored in paper 
bags for pre-chilling. Photo by Beth 
McMahon. 

The Plantastic Gardening Semi-
nar returns March 4th, 2022.  Jus-
tin Duncan will be our main 
speaker, discussing cover crops 
for gardens, as well as organic 
weed control methods. Breakout 
sessions will include topics such 
as container gardening, fruit, gar-
dening 101 and more. Look for 
more information in the upcom-
ing newsletter! 

Plantastic Gardening Semi-

nar March 4th, 2022 
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Kingsblood, a Darwin tulip. 



Come learn not only how to cook the 
theme vegetable but how to grow it 
too!  Cost is $15 per program, or $25 
for the series. Programs will be from 
12-1 pm at the Gillespie County Ex-
tension Office, located at 38 Business 
Court, Fredericksburg.  Pre-
registration highly preferred.   
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4/1/2022  

Eggplant 
 

 
 

5/13/2022 or 5/20/2020 

Okra 
 

 
9/23/2022  

Strawberries 

5 Hour CEU 
Program 
11/18/2021 

Gillespie County AgriLife Extension will host a 5 Hour CEU Class on November 18th, 2021. The program 
will be at the extension office, located at 38 Business Court in Fredericksburg.  Registration will begin at 
8:00 am and end at 3:00 pm.   
This program is geared towards those who work with public landscapes, but anyone needing agriculture 
or structural pesticide applicator CEUS can attend.  
Speakers will cover discussing controversial pesticides with people, controlling vertebrae pests (rats, 
birds and bats), how to use pesticides more efficiently while protecting water supplies, using watering 
to manage weeds and discussion of perennial and landscape materials for our area with common pest 
identification and control. A short update on the continued recovery of landscapes from the winter 
storm last February will be given.  
For agricultural applicators, 2 IPM, 1 laws and regs, and 2 general CEUS will be given. For structural pes-
ticide applicators, 2 general, 1 lawn and ornamental, 1 pest and 1 weed CEU credit will be given. The 
cost for the class is $75, which includes a BBQ lunch and morning refreshments.  This is an in-person 
program.  
Payment can be made ahead of time or at the door.  Checks should be made out to Gillespie ANR Com-
mittee. Credit cards are not accepted. Please register by calling the Gillespie County Extension Office at 
830-997-3452 or stopping by. Registrations are due by November 16th.  

Grow It  
Cook It 

 2022 

Landscape plant recommendation 
will be given.  Photo by B. McMahon. 



Save the Dates 

Viticulture & Enology Research Symposium 
December 3rd. Update on AgriLife Viticulture and Enology research, including programs on grape 
rootstock research, new methods for controlling pierces disease, thinning effects on fruit quality, 
cold hardiness and updates from graduate students. Includes a wine social at the end. Cost is $50. 
Register online at https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/productListingDetails/3509  . Program is at the 
Hildebrand Equine Complex in College Station.  

Are you interested in volunteering with other people who love 
plants as much as you do? Registration is now open for the 2022 Hill Country Master Gardener Class. 
Join to learn about gardening, landscaping, plant selection, growing vegetables, insects, soil ,how you 
can help your community through gardening and more. Classes will be from February to April  2022.  
Cost for the class is $200 or $300 for couples that share the textbook. Applications must be received 
by February 10th, 2022.  
In addition to taking the class and meeting the 50 hour educational requirement, to become a Master 
Gardener you must volunteer 50 hours community service your first year and then 25 volunteer 
hours with 6 continuing education hours following years to keep your certification. A background 
check must be passed to become a Master Gardener.   
Would you rather visit this group before you join? The Hill Country Master Gardeners meet every first 
Wednesday at the Hill District Youth Event Center from 1- 3pm.  Find out more information about the 
Hill Country Master Gardeners at hillcountrymastergardeners.org 

Want to become a Tex-
as Master Gardener? 

Office Closures 
We will be closed on  November 11th, November 25 & 26th,  De-

cember 24th & 27 and December 31st.  

Page 7 Fall 2021 

Best Practices Creeks & Rivers Field day 
January 28th, 2022. 2:00 pm, Stonewall. Hill Country Alliance is hosting a field day about best prac-
tices for riparian stewardship. This field day will provide hands-on opportunities to learn different 
planting techniques and other practices for enhancing riparian health. Contact Daniel Oppenheimer 
(daniel@hillcountryalliance.org) for more information. 

https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/productListingDetails/3509
mailto:daniel@hillcountryalliance.org


2021 Junior Master 
Gardener Program 

We harvested our first radishes on 11/3/2021.  

Seed clean-
ing activity. 

A. Lettuce growing great. B. The kids wanted lots of basil in their garden, so we 
planted lots of basil.  C. What’s a garden without pretty flowers? 

A B C 
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Just before you leave an extension program, you’re 
asked to fill out a survey.  You may have wondered, 

why?  
• The customer satisfaction survey indicates if 

you liked the program or not, and felt it was 
worth your money.  

• Other surveys measure learning or intent to 
change a growing practice.  

• We use surveys to determine what people 
would like to see and if we are missing any-
thing.  

• Post surveys help us know how much you have 
retained, or if there are any afterthoughts.  

• We do look at surveys. Fruit programs have 
been requested for Plantastic, and it’s getting 
added next year.   

Survey Says 

Lawn & Landscape Calendar 
November December January 

• Plant cool season 
annual bedding 
plants, such as pan-
sies, cyclamen and 
ornamental cab-
bage. 

• Plant lettuce and 
turnip seeds  

• If have not already, 
clean out remains of 
summer garden and 
burn or trash plant 
residue.  

• Deadhead chrysan-
themum, marigolds 
and other flowers to 
encourage further 
blooming.  

• Collect seeds, in-
cluding acorns, for 
propagation purpos-
es.  

• Prepare to move 
cold intolerant 
house plants inside.  

• Wrap pipes 

• Remove decorative 
wrap from poinset-
tias and Christmas 
cactus before wa-
tering. 

• Sharpen gardening 
tools,pruning 
shears and mowing 
blades. 

• Order seeds for 
gardens and flow-
erbeds before the 
spring rush.  

• Look for half-price 
amaryllis bulbs af-
ter Christmas.  

• Plant chilled bulbs 
near end of Decem-
ber.  

• Do not fertilize 
your lawn this 
month. Water  only 
if rainfall has been 
lacking for two 
weeks.  

• Start pruning de-
ciduous trees.  

• Plant onion sets 
when no hard 
freeze is predicted 
for two weeks.  

• Do not fertilize 
your lawn this 
month. Water if 
rainfall has been 
lacking for two 
weeks.  

• Prune deciduous 
trees.  

• Live oaks can be 
pruned if weather 
is very cold. Seal 
wounds with paint 
afterwards. 

• Prune peach, plum 
and other fruit 
trees.  

• If purchasing fruit 
trees, keep an eye 
out for them in 
nurseries.  

• Prune cold hardy 
grasses and herba-
ceous plants.  
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Sharpening tools is a good winter task.  



Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service ‘s Healthy Lawns and Healthy Waters Program will host a resi-
dential rainwater harvesting and turf management training December 1 for Gillespie, Kendall and Kerr 
Counties. 
The in-person portion of the event will be at the City of Boerne Library, 210 E. Live Oak Street, in 
Boerne. Online registration is required. Attendees can RSVP online or contact John Smith, AgriLife Ex-
tension program specialist, College Station, at john.smith@ag.tamu.edu or 979-204-0573. Those who 
RSVP to the event will receive updates, instructions to join the online meeting and materials related to 
the meeting via email. The free event will be offered from 830 a.m.–12:30 p.m.  
The training is being offered in collaboration with the Upper Cibolo Creek Watershed Partnerships. 
“The Healthy Lawns and Healthy Waters Program aims to 
improve and protect surface water quality by enhancing 
awareness and knowledge of best management practices 
for residential landscapes,” Smith said. 
Becky Bowling, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension urban water spe-
cialist, Dallas, said attendees will learn about the design 
and installation of residential rainwater harvesting systems 
as well as appropriate turf and landscape species based on 
local conditions and other practices. 
“Management practices such as using irrigation delivery 
equipment, interpreting soil test results and understanding 
nutrient applications can help reduce runoff and make effi-
cient use of applied landscape irrigation water,” Grubbs 
said. 
Dean Minchillo, AgriLife Extension program specialist in Dallas, said proper fertilizer application and 
efficient water irrigation can protect and improve water quality in area creeks and collecting rainwater 
for lawn and landscape needs reduces stormwater runoff. 
Ryan Bass, watershed coordinator for the Upper Cibolo Creek Watershed, will also discuss updates on 
watershed protection plan activities to improve and protect water quality in this watershed during the 
event.  
Participants can have their soil tested as part of the training. The soil sample bag and analysis are free 
to Healthy Lawns and Healthy Waters Program participants. 
Residents can pick up a soil sample bag with sampling instructions and the Urban and Homeowner Soil 
Sample Information Form, at the at the AgriLife Extension offices in Gillespie County located at 38 
Business Court, Fredericksburg, TX, or in Kendall County located at 210 E. San Antonio Ste 9, Boerne, 
TX or in Kerr County located at 3775 Highway 27, Kerrville, TX. Bags containing residents’ soil samples 
should be returned to the location where they were obtained. Please do not mail the soil sample to the 
lab. 
Attendees can submit a soil test by dropping their soil sample off to the AgriLife Extension offices in 
Gillespie, Kendall or Kerr Counties prior to or by one week after the meeting. 
Samples will be grouped into one submission and sent to the AgriLife Extension Soil, Water and Forage 
Testing Lab in College Station for routine analysis, including micronutrients, pH, conductivity, nitrate-
nitrogen and other parameters. 
The training will include information on how to understand soil test results and nutrient recommenda-
tions so residents can interpret results once the analysis is mailed to them. 
The watershed coordinator for the Upper Cibolo Creek Watershed, will discuss updates on watershed 

protection plan activities to improve and protect water quality in this watershed.  
 

Rainwater harvesting and turf management training set for December 1 
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Watering your lawn versus not watering. Picture by 
Beth McMahon.  

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://hlhw.tamu.edu/
https://hlhw.tamu.edu/workshops/2021/december-1-boerne-upper-cibolo-creek-kendall-county/
mailto:john.smith@ag.tamu.edu
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/compliance/monops/nps/projects/77093PublicParticipationPlan.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jT7-ERu6zYY
http://soiltesting.tamu.edu/files/urbansoil.pdf
http://soiltesting.tamu.edu/files/urbansoil.pdf
https://plumcreekwatershed.org/protection-plan/
https://plumcreekwatershed.org/protection-plan/
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Name That Plant! 

What is the name of this plant? Both pictures are the same plant. First person to respond with the 
correct answer will get their name featured in next quarter’s newsletter.   

Picture policy-Unless specifically cited, all pictures were taken by the author of this newsletter. This newsletter is a publication 
that comes out quarterly, with issues out on March/April (spring), June/July (summer), September/October (fall), November/

December/January (winter). If you would like to stop receiving this newsletter, please contact me at eliza-
beth.mcmahon@ag.tamu.edu. 

For other questions, comments, and concerns, please contact us at: 
 Gillespie County Extension office  

38 Business Court 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 

830-997-3452  

 
Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 

disability, genetic information, sexual orientation or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Com-
missioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. Information compiled by Elizabeth McMahon, Gillespie County Horticulture Agent, excep t where indicated.  

Last Newsletter’s  Plant 

Last newsletter 
winner was Raeann 

Reid. The answer 
was blue gramma. 

Southern Bulb Company 


