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When was the last time 
anyone saw snow with-
out trekking further up 
north? Certainly not me! 
Of course, when I see 
the snow falling, I worry 
about my plants . If this 
was your issue, check 
out “Strange Tales of 
Horticulture” for some tips regarding freeze pre-
vention.  
The snow and rain brought much needed mois-
ture, which makes me think about vegetable 
gardening. We’ve got quite a few gardening pro-
grams coming up, see the various pages for 
more information.  
Our Central Texas Regional Pecan show was 
held this month. Results for this show as well as 
the Gillespie County Show are on page three.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
us at the extension office, at 830-997-3452.  I’m 
also available by email Eliza-
beth.mcmahon@ag.tamu.edu   . If you come and 
visit us in person we’ve moved. See the story on 
page 2 for more information.  

My attempt at a snowman. One can tell we don’t get a 
lot of snow around here.  



We’ve moved! Our old offices are 
now the location for County Elec-
tions and Gillespie County Veteran 
Services.  
Our new office is located at 38 
Business Court, still in Fredericks-
burg. We are near the fairgrounds 
and airport.  To get to us, take 
Friendship road until it becomes 
Tivydale (HWY 2093). Instead of turning onto 
Fair drive, turn on the next south road, which 
should be Business Court. We are the first 
building on the west. We hope to get a large 
sign soon, in the meantime, look for our 
smaller temporary signs.  

  
Our new meeting room is nice and big.  It is currently set-up 
for the 4-H  BB gun program. 

I can’t lie, I really like the new view from my office window.  
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Future site of the new Junior Master Gardeners garden.  

New Office Location! 



Results of the Gillespie County Pecan 
Show 

On December 10th, the 2020 Gillespie County Pecan Show was held 
at the Gillespie County Extension office in Fredericksburg. There 
were 15 entries spanning 10 categories.  
Grand Champions and other qualifying first place entries will move 
onto the Central Texas Regional Pecan Show in College Station on 
January 13-15th.  Weight sheets and percent kernel information is 
available from the Extension Office on request. View pictures of the 
winners online at  https://gillespie.agrilife.org/agriculture-2/
horticulture/2020-gillespie-county-pecan-show-winners/ 
 

Placings from the Gillespie County Pecan Show: 

Classic and New: 
Stuart- 1st place (Reserve Champion): Charles and Tammy Black-
well;  2nd : Wanda Starnes 
Success- 1st Place (Grand Champion): Kathy Saucier 
Variety Seedling- 1st: Gary Marburger 
 
Commercial: 
Cheyenne- 1st (Grand Champion): Fred Mooney 
Choctaw-1st: Fred Mooney; 2nd: Gary Marburger 
Desirable-1st: Wade Schmidtzinsky; 2nd: Elmer Schmidtzinsky 
Kiowa- 1st: Herb Nebgen  
Schley- 1st (Reserve Champion) Wade Schmidtzinsky; 2nd: Elmer 
Schmidtzinsky 
Wichita- 1st :Gary Marburger; 2nd: Fred Mooney 
 
Natives:  
Lightest Pecan- 1st: Herb Nebgen  
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Fred Mooney with wife Judie won Grand Champion 
Commercial with their “Cheyenne” entry. 

Kathy Saucier won Champion Classic and New with 
her “Success” entry.  

Karly Nebgen stands in for Herb Nebgen, who  won 
Champion Native with his “Lightest Pecan” entry. 

Placings From the Central Texas Regional Show 

Classic and New: 
Stuart- 1st place : Charles and Tammy Blackwell;   
Success- 1st Place : Kathy Saucier 
Variety Seedling– 3rd: Gary Marburger 
 
Commercial: 
Desirable-3rd: Wade Schmidtzinsky 
Schley- 1st Wade Schmidtzinsky; 
 
Natives:  
Lightest Pecan–3rd: Herb Nebgen  

Gillespie County Pecan Show setup  for 2020. 



Strange Tales of Horticulture 
Plants Don’t Wear Jackets 

Living in the Texas Hill Country, an early or late freeze can catch you 
off-guard. Many of our common vegetable plants are not frost toler-
ant. So how do the others resist freezing? 
Freeze damage hurts plants in several ways.  As the water in the 
plant cells freeze, it ruptures the cell membranes, shattering cells.  
This gives the now dead foliage a water soaked look. Freeze damage 
can also freeze the water in between the cells. With the lack of water 
movement, the plant actually ends up dying of drought!  
To resist freeze damage, some plants make anti-freeze compounds while others can accumulate sug-
ars and other chemicals to lower the freeze point  of the water.  This explains why some cold tolerant 
vegetables can taste sweeter after a frost and it also helps explain how  cold acclimatization works.  

Accumulating sugars only works to a certain point, and it 
needs a gradual lowering of the temperatures to work. 
Exposure to brief warm temperatures can cause the accu-
mulated sugars to be lost.  
Plants in very cold areas will intentionally draw water 
out of their cells to prevent freeze damage.  Trees that go 
dormant in the winter do something similar, as well as 
have bark to insulate their branches.  
So what if a freeze happens? Flower and leaf buds are 
usually the most susceptible to damage. Roots are as well, 
but our soil usually protects them.   For young tender 
plants, if they are freshly established they probably are 
not likely to come back from freeze damage.  Many herba-

ceous perennials are used to freezing down to the ground, 
and as long as they have enough energy stored in their 

roots, they may return. If it gets cold enough to freeze 
branches,  these will probably need to be removed.  
If a frost or freeze is imminent within the next couple 
of days, water the plants thoroughly. Bare soil can 
help radiate heat. Cover the plants so that there isn’t 
an air gap between the bottom of the cover and the 
ground. If it’s a sudden freeze, consider covering valu-
able plants that normally would be able to survive it.  
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So why do some freeze and others don’t ? 

Stay warm Peace Lily, Stay warm!  Picture by 
Beth. McMahon. 

Broccoli is frost tolerant, but only up to a certain point, and not if the 
temperature drops suddenly.  Picture by Beth McMahon.  

Snow on lettuce. This lettuce easily survived and was harvested 
the next week.  Picture by Beth McMahon.  



Grape vines will be grafted with Victoria 
Red grape. Picture by Jim Kamas.  

Tomatoes will be grafted with Pur-
ple Calabash.  Picture by Joygrow.  

The 2021 Hill Country Master Gardener Intern Class has been canceled this year, due to Covid.  Please 
see their website (https://www.hillcountrymastergardeners.org/ ) or  call 830-257-6568  for more 

information.,  

2021 Hill Country Mas-
ter Gardener Intern 

Class Canceled 

Office Closures 
We will be closed on  February 15th, March 2nd, April 2nd & May 

31st.   
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New to the Texas Hill Country or want help with your vege-
table garden? Come join the Gillespie County Extension Ser-
vice and Hill Country Master Gardeners at the Plantastic 
Gardening Seminar on March 5th, 2021.  Topics include im-
proving soil fertility controlling pests in the vegetable gar-
den, adding pollinators to your vegetable garden, tomatoes, 
gardening 101, an overview of food preservation, square 
foot gardening, how to recover from a garden disaster and 
more! Bring questions for the Question and Answer Session 
at the end.  

Program will start at 8:30 am with registration, and go until 
about 3:30 pm. Cost is $40 for program with boxed lunch, 
$30 without lunch. $40 at the door, no lunch. Pre-packaged 
refreshments will be provided as part of the program.  

Program will take place at the new extension office, located 
at 38 Business Court, Fredericksburg. Masks are required 
except when eating. Please see the registration form on the 
last page of this newsletter.  Form is due with payment by March 3rd at the Extension Office.  Full re-
funds if you cannot make the program will be given until March 3rd. Contact Beth McMahon at eliza-
beth.mcmahon@ag.tamu.edu for more information or call 830-997-3452.  

Time Topic and Content 

8:30 – 
9:00 

Registration 

9:00 – 
9:10 

Welcome 

9:10- 
10:15 

It’s all about the Soil 

10:15-
10:30 

Break 

10:30 – 
11:45 

Controlling pests in the vegeta-
ble garden 
  

11:45 -
12:30 

Lunch  

12:30 – 
1:15 
  

Breakout Session 1 

• Food Preservation (Canning, 
Freezing & Drying) 

• Gardening 101 

• Pollinators 

1:15 – 
1:30 

Break 

1:30 – 
2:15 

Breakout Session 2 

• Tomatoes 

• Square Foot Gardening 

• Garden Disasters and Re-
covery 

2:15 – 
2:25 

Moving Break 

2:25 – 
3:10 

Breakout Session 3 

• Tomatoes 

• Pesticides 

• Food Preservation (Canning, 
Freezing & Drying) 

3:10 – 
3:30 
  

Question & Answer Session 
Evaluation 
Door Prizes 

Check out the Texas Hill Country Gardening Videos at  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCucOldWSBrJvnxmGgyhVxxw 

 



Grow It Cook It Trial Plants 
As part of the Grow It Cook It program, we hope to pass out the following varieties for  trial purposes 

to program participants. Bell 
Pepper trial plants will be given 
out to participants who sign up 
for the   entire series at the 
Blackberry program; this is so 
you can have your own bell 
peppers in time for the bell 
pepper program. Seeds will be 
given out at the day of the pro-

gram to those who didn’t get plants. Beet seeds will be given out 
day of the program. Data reporting for trial varieties is not like the 
tomato trial. You will only be asked if the variety survived, tasted 
good, and if you would recommend it for the area.  Contact our of-

fice to sign-up for the program 

Come learn not only how to cook the theme vegetable/fruit, but how to grow it too!  Cost is $15 per 
program, or $25 for the series. Programs will be from 12-1 pm at the Gillespie County Extension Of-
fice, located at 38 Business Court, Fredericksburg.  Pre-registration highly preferred.  Masks will be 
required for the April program, hopefully not for the later programs.  

Come join us! 

Bell Pepper Trial Plants 

Beet Trial Seeds 

Purple Beauty bell pepper.. Picture by Beth 
McMahon. 
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Shea prepping cabbage tacos. Picture by Beth 
McMahon. 



Homeowner Tomato Trial 2021 
Now Taking Sign-ups 
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The Homeowner Heat Stress Tomato Trial returns in 2021, with the name being shortened to the Home-
owner Tomato Trial. The goal of the tomato trial is to determine easy to grow tomato varieties that are pro-
ductive in the Texas Hill Country. If you are interested in participating, there are a few things you should 
know.  
• These plants, while free, are trial tomatoes. If you do not intend to an-

swer questions about them monthly or are taking a long trip and have 
no one to take care of them,  or do not have a spot for them, please do 
not request plants.   

• New gardeners and experienced gardeners are welcome! 
• Tomatoes  will be given out the middle week of April. 
• Tomato varieties for 2021 are listed in the chart below. Varieties were 

selected because of their performance in the prior year trial and/or 
their “supposed” heat tolerance. This list includes hybrids, heirlooms 
and open pollinated varieties.  Varieties “Red Snapper”, “Abe Lin-
coln” and “Valley Cat” are new. Varieties “Tasti-lee” and 
“Thessaloniki” are not returning due to poor performance. Variety 
“Valley Girl” performed well, but this variety  has been phased out by 
the seed industry and is no longer available.  

• To have a baseline standard, everyone must take and grow a provided 
“Celebrity” tomato.  At minimum, you need to have at least one 
“Celebrity” and one other variety. There is a limit of eleven plants per 
garden site (ten plus one “Celebrity” ) .  

• Overall supplies are limited and people will be signed up on a first come first served basis.  Please send 
me an email or call me if interested. A second email will be sent out in March asking you which toma-
to varieties you would like. No tomato varieties will be assigned before this date ( This is because I’m 
not sure how many seedlings will survive).   

• Participation is not restricted to Gillespie County, but you must come to the Gillespie County Exten-
sion Office to get the plants.  If there are a lot of participants from a neighboring county and Covid-19 
numbers are low, pick-ups may be arranged at other county extension offices.   

• If you’re curious but can’t participate, results will be posted in this newsletter or in the Fredericksburg 
Standard Newspaper. Prior years reports are also available on request.  

Contact Beth McMahon at Elizabeth.mcmahon@ag.tamu.edu if interested or with questions.   

New variety “Red Snapper”.  It was last year’s 
San Antonio Rodeo Tomato. Picture by Harris 
seeds. 

Picture by Kathy Saucier 

D=determinate 
I=Indeterminate 
F1=Hybrid 
OP=Open Pollinated 
H=Heirloom 
SD=Semi-determinate 



Fruit Trees For Fredericksburg 

 

Peaches are very chill hour sensitive, so 
make sure to get a variety with chill hours 
between 600-850. Look for varieties 
“Junegold”, “Southern Pearl”, “Juneprince”, 
“Regal”, “Harvester”, “Dixiland”, “Redglobe”, 
“Loring”, and “Flavorcrest”. 

Plums are similar to peaches but need less 
chill hours. Look for varieties  “Morris”, “ 
Methley”,  “Bruce” or the AU series.   

Persimmons are good producers in spots that habitually get late frosts. You can get varieties that are 
astringent and must be soft when ripe, or firmer varieties that can be picked off the tree. Some are self 
pollinating, some are not. Look for varieties “Fuyu”, “Eureka”, “Hachiya”, “Izu” and “Fankio” . 

Pears take a while to produce, so be patient.  They need a pollinator.  Look for “Moonglow”, “Orient”, 
“Keifer”, “Le Conte”, “Warren” and “Ayers”. 

Asian pears produce much quicker than hybrid pears. They have a more apple 
shape. Look for  “Housi”, “Shinko”, “Shinsui”, “Shinseiki”,  and “20th Century” 

Growing apples in our region is risky. Not many common varieties are adapted 
to our heat, and disease can be an issue. It’s hard beating the taste of a fresh ap-
ple though. Most apples need a pollinator, and some apple varieties are triploid, 
meaning that they are sterile and cannot service as a pollinator. Look for  varie-
ties “Mollie’s Delicious”, “Fuji”, “Gala”, “Gold Rush”,  and “Crispin(Mutsu)”. 

Figs grow well if you choose the correct variety. They may have issues with fig rust, which may cause 
defoliation, but doesn’t normally kill the plant. Try varieties “Celeste”, “Alma”, “LSU Purple”, “Lemon”, 
“Archipel”, “Black Mission”, “Brown Turkey”, “Texas Everbearing” and “Pied de Boeuf”. 
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Blackberries do well that they can spread and you’ll have a blackberry 
patch in no time.  Avoid Triple Crown and the Prime series, look in-
stead for varieties  “Kiowa”, “Ouachita”, “Rosborough”, and “Caddo”. 

Elderberries can grow in full 
sun, but do better in wetter areas, with a little bit of shade, like a creek bottom.  These plants are usually 
purchased as cuttings. Try varieties “Adams”, “Wyldewood” and “York”. 

Jujube trees are typically thorny, but if you want a fruit tree that you 
can plant and leave alone, this is the one for you.  Look for varieties: 
“Li”, “Lang”, “Chico”, “Honey Jar” and “Sugar Cane”. 

Strawberries are best planted in the fall. They may have issues with 
iron chlorosis in alkaline soils.  Look for  varieties: “Albion”, “San An-
dreas”, “Benicia”, “Sequoia”, “Festival”, “Chandler”, “Douglas”, 
“Camarosa”, and “Camino Real”. 



Be on the look-out in February for an extra email with the link to the Texas Speaks survey. Traditional-
ly, AgriLife Extension has held a program where community residents come in and select issues that  
their local County Extension Office should focus on.  Your local county extension office then focusses 
programs around those issues, until the next community forum. This concept is entering the digital age. 
Watch for a online survey sometime after February 1st so that you can weigh in on what you think 
your local extension office should be focusing on, without having to make a trip to the office. This sur-
vey will be statewide, so you can take it for your own county if not a resident of Gillespie County.  
Survey participants should be able to watch the results as they roll in. More information  and the web-
site link are on the way so watch for the online survey in February!  
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Want to keep up with the latest amount of chill hours 
for Fredericksburg?  Please see https://
gillespie.agrilife.org/agriculture-2/horticulture/chill-
hours/ for updates . Updates will also be reported via 
twitter @Gillespiehort or https://twitter.com/
gillespiehort .  

Gillespie County Chill Hour Tracker 

Chill Hours as of 2:00 PM 
1/22/2021 

 
Under 45 F Model: 614 
35 F - 45 F Model:  410 

Current Chill Hours 

Tips on Applying Pre-Emergents to Control 
Sand Bur 

• Apply a pre-emergent herbicide between Mid-
February—Early March. Expect to make a 2nd applica-
tion 3 months later. Specifically, apply when soil temp 
is 52 oF or higher. 

• Look for products labeled to kill “crabgrass” and for 
southern lawns, including  pendimethalin  (Scott’s 
Halts Grassy Weed Preventer,  Pendulum),  oryzalin 
(Surflan, Amaze Grass and Weed Preventer), benethrin 
(Pennington Grass and Weed Preventer) 

• May cause “clubbing”  of roots if over applied.   
• Avoid using on new lawns.  
• Will prevent  desirable grass seed from growing too. 
•  Imazaquin (Image Kills Nutsedge)  might help with 

existing sand bur plants but may cause turf yellowing. 
Read label before applying.  

https://gillespie.agrilife.org/agriculture-2/horticulture/chill-hours/
https://gillespie.agrilife.org/agriculture-2/horticulture/chill-hours/
https://gillespie.agrilife.org/agriculture-2/horticulture/chill-hours/
https://twitter.com/gillespiehort
https://twitter.com/gillespiehort


Texas Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association 
Virtual Conference 
January 5th– February 25th, 2021.  Times vary.  $85 
Non-members, $25 Members.  
http://www.tofga.org/2021-conference-schedule 
Topics vary. Includes virtual farm tours.  
 
Restore. Reimagine. Reinvent. Prairie Landscapes for Austin.  
February 9th, 2021. 10:00-12:00 pm. Free.  
https://travis-tx.tamu.edu/event/restore-reimagine-
reinvent-prairie-landscapes-for-austin/ 
Learn how to do pocket prairies in urban settings.  
 
Lady  Landowner Program 
February 23rd & 25th 6-8 pm  $15.  
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/
productListingDetails/3320 
Learn about leasing, mineral rights, sales tax exemption, 
USDA, stocking rates, sprayer calibration. 
 
Monthly Aquatic Webinar 
Every 3rd Tuesday, 6-7:30 PM.  $35 each. See listing here: 
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/productListings/2 
Upcoming topics include  “Aquatic Vegetation”, “Fish Management Strategies”, “Aquatic Herbicides”, 
“Aquatic Vegetation: Beneficial or Pest”,  & “Water Quality for Fisheries”. 
 
Aggie Horticulture What’s Growing On 
Wednesdays & Fridays at 1 pm about 20 minutes each.  
Various topics covered by AgriLife horticulture specialists across the state. Have a question during the 
program? The question wranglers will answer it for you while you watch.  
See https://www.facebook.com/pg/Aggie-Horticulture-26803072143/videos/?ref=page_internal 
 
Chat with Green Aggies 
If you run a landscape or nursery business, or are  interested in ornamentals, check out this web chat/
interviews with Texas A&M Horticulture experts. Free, but pre-registration required. See here https://
agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYoce-gpzsqG9c6HClEZd3FjF0SysEQmXBo 
 To register, see here https://www.facebook.com/groups/2546261022306142 
 for more information.  
 
Bexar County Live Lunch and Learn Gardening Series 
Live from 12- 1 pm. See here for access information: https://bexar-tx.tamu.edu/homehort/  Miss a vid-
eo? Find it on their youtube page at : https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCWMk6LqNJuB6ZzZyH1UVGFw/videos 
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Upcoming Webinars 

Pocket prairie in Houston. Picture by Jaime Gonzá-
lez/TNC . 

https://bexar-tx.tamu.edu/homehort/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWMk6LqNJuB6ZzZyH1UVGFw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWMk6LqNJuB6ZzZyH1UVGFw/videos
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Nearby Programs 

Local Upcoming Programs 

2021 Spinach Field Day 
February 17th, 2021. Tiro Tres Farms, Crystal City, 
Texas. 
10:00 am—1:00 pm. Come look at commercial spinach fields . Must RSVP by January 27th.  Email 
malonzo@ag.tamu.edu  for more information.  
 

Plantastic Vegetable Gardening Seminar 
March 5th, 2021. New Extension Office, 38 
Business Court, Fredericksburg.  
Vegetable gardening seminar. See earlier in 
this newsletter for more information and pro-
gram schedule.  Cost is $40 with lunch pre-
registered,  $30 without lunch pre-registered, 
$40 walk-in and no lunch.  
 
Grafting Class 
March 6th, 2021. New Extension Office, 38 
Business Court, Fredericksburg.  
Come learn how to graft. Limited to 9 people 
in morning, 9 people in afternoon. Cost is  
$30.  
 
Hill Country Master Gardener Plant Sale 
April 8th-10th, 2021. Hill District Youth Event 
Center, Kerrville.  
Spread throughout several days to allow for 
better social distancing. Come buy plants! 
 
Grow It Cook It: Blissful Blackberries 
April 16th, 2021.  New Extension Office, 38 Business 
Court, Fredericksburg.  
Cost is $25 for the series, $15 per program. Come 
learn how to grow blackberries and how to use the 
fruit in recipes.  
 

Successful chip bud done as part of research project. Picture by Beth McMahon. 

Blackberry fruit is ripe. Picture by Beth McMahon. 



Gillespie County Horticulture Newsletter 
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Name that Plant! 

What is the name of the flower circled in yellow? First person to respond with the correct answer 
will get their name featured in next quarter’s newsletter.   

Picture policy-Unless specifically cited, all pictures were taken by the author of this newsletter. This newsletter is a publication 
comes out quarterly, with issues out on February/March (spring), June/July (summer), September/October (fall), November/

December (winter). If you would like to stop receiving this newsletter, please contact us me at eliza-
beth.mcmahon@agnet.tamu.edu. 

For other questions, comments, and concerns, please contact us at: 
 Gillespie County Extension office  

95 Frederick Road 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 

830-997-3452  

 
Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 

disability, genetic information, sexual orientation or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Com-
missioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. Information compiled by Elizabeth McMahon, Gillespie County Horticulture Agent, except where indicated.  

Last Newsletter’s  Plant 

Prickly Ash, also known as Tickle Tongue, toothache tree or Texas Hercules Club. Thanks to 
Mable Wilke for being the first to reply with the correct answer.  




