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That’s right! The Gillespie County Extension Office is 
moving from 95 Frederick Road in Fredericksburg, off 
of HWY 16, to 38 Business Court, off of Tivydale (RR 
2093) , near the airport.  
What I’m particularly excited about at this new loca-
tion is the larger meeting room . No longer will our 
Plantastic Vegetable Gardening Seminar program 
meet out at the Farm Bureau Meeting Hall (though 
they have been very good to us). We will not need  to 
cart supplies to the other side of town and will have 
rooms with dividers. 
Our phone number should remain the same, so please 
feel free to call us at 830-997-3452. We should be in 
the new building by early December.  



Strange Tales of Horticulture 
Mysterious Mounds of Soil 

While the rain we got in September was 
very welcome, unfortunately it hasn’t sig-
nificantly rained again.  As a result, agri-
cultural termite mounds have become 
more common and creative in the places 
they can be found.  
Agricultural termites, also known as de-
sert termites, are not the kind that invade 
and destroy homes. Instead of feeding on 
dead wood, this kind feeds on live and 

dead grasses, forbs, and livestock manure. If desperate, you can 
even spot them feeding on cactus pads. They create the tube-like 
structures to protect themselves from drying out as they feed.  
When not in a drought, one may notice agricultural termites 
when they find a pile of dead insect wings by their door or on 
their porch. These wings were left behind by termite swarmers. 
Both the agricultural and subterranean kinds of termites leave 
wings behind, but there is a way to distinguish  between the two. Agricultural swarmers have brown 
bodies with opaque grayish brownish wings. They swam in the summer, just after dark. Subterranean 
termites swarm in the spring.  
Swarmers cannot fly very far, and many do not survive. They can be either male or female, and after 

two of them meet, they form a new colony.  
In times of more plentiful rainfall, the termites could 
be considered somewhat beneficial. Their tunneling 
below the earth improves rainfall infiltration by 
making the soil more porous. Their damage is no-
ticed the most when the drought hits the hardest 
what little grass you have. They can transform a 
struggling lawn to bare ground and consume what 
remains in a pasture.  
There isn’t a pesticide specifically labeled for agricul-
tural termites. If in a lawn, watering the grass more 
should help it recover.  The termites should go away 
with the cold only to return next summer.  
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Mysterious mounds of soil encase grass 
and trees! It looks like ants...but is it? 

Agricultural termite swarmers. 
Photo by Wizzie Brown.  

Mounds on trees. Photo by Beth McMahon. 

Mounds on grass. Photo  by Beth McMahon. 



Save Pecans for The Gillespie County Pecan Show 
The Gillespie County Extension Office 
is pleased to announce the 2020 Gilles-
pie County Pecan Show on December 
10th.  Entries are due on December 
9th, 2020 at noon. Commercial and 
home tree entries are both welcome.  
To enter, please bring to the Gillespie 
County Extension Office a brown paper 
bag of 40-42 pecans of the same varie-
ty that were grown by you. Seedlings, 
known hybrids and native pecans can 
be entered too, but will have their own 
categories respectively. Smallest pecan 
entries need to have at least a pound of 
nuts present.  
What happens to your pecans when 
they arrive? Pecan show volunteers 
and extension agents will crack them. If entering, you are welcome to help us crack pecans on December 
10th  at 9 am, though it is not necessary to do so.  

Your pecans will be judged based on weight, kernel size and shape, dam-
age/disease presence and color. Pecans are categorized according to va-
riety, so don’t worry, your “Mahan” pecans aren’t going to be judged 
against someone else’s “Pawnee” until the championship round.  
If your entries contain more than one variety of pecan, they will be dis-
qualified.  If you don’t know what variety of pecan you have, you can en-
ter them, and we will identify them for you. Just be certain you collect 
from only one tree. You can enter only one entry per variety, except for 
natives, seedlings and hybrids. Pecans that have been altered in any way, 
including but not limited to sanding, cutting or polishing will be disquali-
fied. Pecans must be from the 2020 crop.  

The champions from the natives, classic/new and commercial divisions will be awarded plaques. Final-
ists from the county show will move on to the Central Texas Regional Pecan show in January. Finalists 
from this competition will move onto the state competition in June 2021. 

Gillespie County AgriLife Extension will be tracking chill hours at the office. Chill hours are a way 
to estimate if a fruit tree has received enough cold weather to set an adequate crop of fruit. 
Though many fruit crops need chill hours, this is a particular issue regarding peach trees.  
Chill hours will be reported using the under 45 F method and the 32-45 F method. Counting will 
start with the first frost. Please see https://gillespie.agrilife.org/agriculture-2/horticulture/chill-
hours/ for updates . Updates will also be reported via twitter @Gillespiehort or https://

twitter.com/gillespiehort .  

Gillespie County Chill Hour Tracker 
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Results Demonstrations Updates 
Homeowner Heat Stress Tomato Trial 

There are many tomato varieties out there, but which ones are the best for our region? The objective of 
this trial/survey was to determine which tomato variety was the easiest to grow and most productive .  

• 29 people participated, with 147 tomato plants 
given out the week of April 20th. 

• Varieties included: “Big Beef”, “Bella Rosa”, 
“Atkinson”, “Thessaloniki”, “Valley Girl”, “Cherokee 
Purple”, “Purple Calabash”, “Tasti-lee” 

• The plant that kept its health rating consistently 
above 2.50 was “Purple Calabash”. This variety 
crashed early, but the plants that remained were 
healthy 

• “Big Beef” was also consistently healthy but had 
poor survival in September. 

• Flowering was highest in June for most varieties.  
• “Atkinson” and “Thessaloniki” were slow to start 

flowering. “Atkinson” eventually caught up, but 
“Thessaloniki” remained sluggish through the en-
tire experiment. 

• The highest average production was from 
“Celebrity”, “Valley Girl”, “Bella Rosa” and “Big 
Beef”. 

• “Cherokee Purple” had minimal flowering and sets, 
though most participants reported it as surviving 
and fairly healthy.  

• The variety most likely to give you at least one 
tomato was “Big Beef”, but reporting was consistently under the ten plant minimum. Next was 
“Bella Rosa”, with 93% of the people growing this plant reporting getting at least one tomato. 

• The varieties least likely to get you A tomato were “Cherokee Purple” and “Thessaloniki”. 
• “Purple Calabash”, “Bella Rosa” and “Valley Girl” got the most positive comments. 
• The most negative comments were given to 

“Big Beef” and “Cherokee Purple”. 
• As that there were less than ten reports for 

“Big Beef”, it’s interesting that it was that 
disliked, though it nearly had as many posi-
tive comments as negatives.  

• “Cherokee Purple” received the same num-
ber of positive comments as negatives. 

Purple Calabash did surprisingly well for an heirloom variety in the 
trial. Pictures by Cameron and Lisa Bell.  

Valley Girl was very vigorous and productive, even after surviv-
ing a hot summer. This picture was taken in September by Joan 
Morgan. 

Page 4 Fall 2020 



Fall is a great time to plant a tree. But if you’re going to go through the trouble to 
dig a hole in our soil, you’ll  want the tree to survive. Here are a few important tips 

for planting a tree in our area. 

Tree Planting Tips 

1. Choose the correct tree for the correct spot.  Trees like bur 
oaks and pecans need a deeper soil. Trees that can tolerate a shal-
lower soil include Texas red oaks, cedar elms, Monterey oaks, live 
oaks and more.  
 
2. If planting more than one tree, plant a variety of species. Every 
tree species has its version of a disease or 
pest that can take it out quick.  

 
3. Purchase a good tree from a reputable 
nursery.  Check the trunks for cankers 
and make sure the roots are not circling. 
Bigger is not always better. 

 
4. Plant trees at least twenty feet from houses, preferably thirty feet. Hav-
ing a tree too close to your house can injure the foundation. During a wild-
fire, a tree that overhangs can drop burning limbs onto your roof. Do not 
plant near or under electrical lines. 
 
5. Dig the hole twice as wide instead of twice as deep. If you’ve ever seen 
roots of a live oak that have been pushed over, most of them spread out 
instead of down. Weed free soil around the base of the tree will help more 
than a deep hole. Trees planted too deeply or with too much soil over the 
base may suffocate the tree and cause trunk rots. 
 
6. Do not add anything to the planting hole. If you have to add “better soil”, 
it’s not a good spot to put your tree. The tree’s roots are going to expand 
into the original soil eventually. Rocks can be removed.  

 
7. If the tree needs to be staked, do not leave it 
staked. It’s fine for a few months but the stakes need 
to be removed so the tree can develop the root sys-
tem to anchor itself.  
 
8. Mulch the tree with a 3-4 inch layer to conserve 
moisture and control weeds.  
 
9. Protect from deer and weed eaters until the tree is 
taller and the bark has hardened.  

Planting a tree in pure caliche is not ad-
vised unless its an ashe juniper , live oak or 
Texas Red oak.  This tree survived until the 
goats attacked. Picture by Beth McMahon. 

Inspect trees before purchase. This 
tree has cankers on the trunk. Note 
how depressed the yellow area is com-
pared to the orange arrow. It will look 
similar to the cross section picture 
above.   This tree never thrived and 
eventually died. Picture by Beth 
McMahon. Tree not bought locally. 

Pipe stakes and guide wire were never 
removed, causing the tree to grow 
over them. Eventually this will girdle 
the tree and kill it.  Picture by Beth 
McMahon. Tree protection need not look nice nor 

be fancy to be effective. Picture by 
Beth McMahon. This tree is still alive. 
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2021 
Major Gillespie County Gardening Programs  

Plantastic Vegetable Gardening Seminar  
On February 6th,, 2021 the Gillespie County Extension Office will hold 
their Plantastic Vegetable Gardening Seminar at the new Gillespie County 
Extension Office, located at 38 Business Court in Fredericksburg. Invited 
speakers include Molly Keck, Agrilife Extension Entomology Specialist and  
Travis Wieser. Presentation topics include improving soil fertility, insects 
in the vegetable garden, square foot gardening, food preservation, garden-
ing disasters with solutions and more. Cost is $40 with a box lunch, $30 
without a box lunch and $40 at the door with no boxed lunch. Lunch will is 
from Woerner Warehouse.  More details in Winter Newsletter.  

Grow It Cook It 2021 

Dates and topics are as follows:  Blissful Blackberries on April 16th, Better 
Bell Peppers on August 20th, and Beaming Beets on October 1st.  
Cost for the program will remain the same as last year, $25 for the entire 
three program series or $15 for individual classes. As before, Horticulture 
Agent Beth McMahon will talk about how to grow the theme vegetable and 
then FCH Agent Shea Nebgen will talk about how to cook it. Recipe sam-
ples will be given as Covid-19 restrictions allow. Because of the additional 
cost, blackberry plants will not be given out . Instead, on April 16th for 
those who sign up for the series, bell pepper plants will be given out with 
basic growing instructions. If someone signs up for the bell pepper class 
after the blackberry class, only bell pepper seeds will be given. Trial beet 
seeds will be given out as normal.  

2021 Grafting Class 

On March 6th, 2021 the Gillespie County Extension Office will be holding a 
grafting class at the new extension building, located at 38 Business Court. 
Participants will learn about grafting, and get to take home grape and to-
mato plants  that they graft. Due to materials the number of attendees will 
be limited to 18. Details are still being settled, but expect the cost of the 
program to be thirty dollars. Participants will need to bring a box cutter 
knife they feel comfortable with.  
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All upcoming programs are subject to Covid-19 protection 
and prevention strategies. 



Are you interested in volunteering with other people who 
love plants as much as you do? Registration is now open 
for the 2021 Hill Country Master Gardener Class. Join to 
learn about gardening, landscaping, plant selection, grow-
ing vegetables, insects, soil ,how you can help your community through gardening and more. Classes 
will be from February 18th to April 1st, 2021.  Most classes will meet in Kerrville at the Hill District 
Youth Event Center(3785 HWY 27) though the  March 11th, 23rd, and 25th  classes will meet at the 
Gillespie County Extension Office in Fredericksburg.  
Cost for the class is $200 or $300 for couples that share the textbook. Applications must be received 
by February 10th, 2021.  
In addition to taking the class and meeting the 50 hour educational requirement, to become a Master 
Gardener you must volunteer 50 hours community service your first year and then 25 volunteer 
hours with 6 continuing education hours following years to keep your certification. A background 
check must be passed to become a Master Gardener.   
Would you rather visit this group before you join? The Hill Country Master Gardeners meet every first 
Wednesday at the Hill District Youth Event Center from 1- 3pm.  Find out more information about the 
Hill Country Master Gardeners at hillcountrymastergardeners.org 

Want to become a Tex-
as Master Gardener? 

Due to the uncertainty regarding when we will be moving into our new building, as well as covid-
19, the Gillespie County Extension Office has been hosting a Junior Naturalist Program instead of 
Junior Gardeners.  The program started on September 16th and has met biweekly, with each week 
having a different program theme. Themes so far have included wildlife, wetlands and entomology. 
Upcoming is plant ecology and soil science.  
Though this program will not be offered every year, it will likely be offered again some time in the 
future.   

Junior Naturalist Program Update 
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Photo by Patti  Schlessiger  

Photo by  Vickie Kileen 



Aggie Horticulture LIVE 
Wednesdays & Fridays at 1 pm about 20 minutes each.  
Various topics covered by AgriLife horticulture specialists 
across the state. Have a question during the program? The 
question wranglers will answer it for you while you watch.  
See https://www.facebook.com/pg/Aggie-Horticulture-
26803072143/videos/?ref=page_internal 
 
Chat with Green Aggies 
If you run a landscape or nursery business, or are more 
interested in ornamental plants, check out this web chat/interviews with Texas A&M Horticulture ex-
perts. Free, but pre-registration required. See here (https://greenviion.wordpress.com/webinars/) for 
more information and where to register. Upcoming programs include the crape myrtle bark scale, and 
tour of the Overton Research Station Ornamental Plant Trials.  
 
Bexar County Live Lunch and Learn Gardening Series 
Live from 12- 1 pm. See here for access information: https://bexar-tx.tamu.edu/homehort/  Miss a video? 
Find it on their youtube page at : https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWMk6LqNJuB6ZzZyH1UVGFw/
videos 
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Upcoming Webinars 

Office Closures 
We will be closed on  Novem-
ber 11th, November 26-27th, 

and December 24-25th.   

Upcoming Programs 
5 Hour CEU Class 
November 19th,2020. New Extension Office, 38 Business Court, Fredericksburg.  
Registration starts at 8 am and ends at 3 pm. Landscape and lawn themed presentations. Structural 
and agricultural pesticide applicator CEUS given. $75 dollars. Lunch included. 
 
Pecan Show 
December 10th, 2020. New Extension Office, 38 Business Court, Fredericksburg.  
Entries due December 9th at noon. Cracking of nuts starts at 9 am, judging estimated to be around 
noon. Free. 
 
 

Check out the Texas Hill Coun-
try Gardening Videos at  

https://www.youtube.com/
channel/

UCucOldWSBrJvnxmGgy-
hVxxw 

 

https://greenviion.wordpress.com/webinars/
https://bexar-tx.tamu.edu/homehort/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWMk6LqNJuB6ZzZyH1UVGFw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWMk6LqNJuB6ZzZyH1UVGFw/videos
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Name that Plant! 

What is the name of this plant? First person to respond with the correct answer will get their 
name featured in next quarter’s newsletter.   

Picture policy-Unless specifically cited, all pictures were taken by the author of this newsletter. This newsletter is a publication 
comes out quarterly, with issues out on February/March (spring), June/July (summer), September/October (fall), November/

December (winter). If you would like to stop receiving this newsletter, please contact us me at eliza-
beth.mcmahon@agnet.tamu.edu. 

For other questions, comments, and concerns, please contact us at: 
 Gillespie County Extension office  

95 Frederick Road 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 

830-997-3452  

 
Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 

disability, genetic information, sexual orientation or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Com-
missioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. Information compiled by Elizabeth McMahon, Gillespie County Horticulture Agent, except where indicated.  

Last Newsletter’s  Plant 

Texas Bluebells. Thanks to Paula Stone for being the first to reply with the correct answer.  




