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General Situation    
Cotton and peanut fields are looking 
good for the most part.  Peanut 
fields have formed pods that are 
maturing rapidly.  We are starting to 
see cracked bolls in some cotton 
fields.   
 
At this point in the season, there is 
a very low likelihood that any 
blooms past this point will develop 
into a mature boll.  It takes 
approximately 850 heat units for a 
white flower to develop into an open 
boll.  In 2009, from August 26 to 
October 31 we accumulated 523 
heat units. 

Accumulated Heat Units (H.U.) 
from May 1 to August 25, 2009 

and 2010 

 
 

Spider Mites  
Spider mites are being found in non-Bt (conventional) and Bt (transgenic) cotton 
fields at varying levels.  We have not treated any fields for spider mites.  For the 
most part, the thrips are helping to suppress the spider mite populations.  Right 
now thrips are not considered a pest, they are actually a beneficial because they 
feed on the spider mite eggs.   
 
Spider mites infest the undersides of leaves, where they remove the sap from the 
plant and cause the leaves to discolor.  They may also infest bracts of squares 
and bolls, causing the bracts to desiccate and squares or small bolls to shed.  
Severe infestations can defoliate the cotton plant.  Mites may be moved by high 
winds or equipment from nearby crops which already have heavy infestations.   
 
We found the heaviest population of spider mites in a field that was treated for 
bollworms, fall armyworms, and beet armyworms last week.  Therefore, there 
were very few live insects (including beneficials and thrips) left in the field.  This 
opened the door for the spider mites and they have successfully colonized in the 
field and are spreading.  Spider mites usually tend to start on the outer edges of 
the fields and spread inward.  In this particular field, we found lighter 
populations on the edge of the field and heavier populations as we walked further 
into the field.   
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Spider mites can be an economically damaging pest in cotton and peanuts.  
Therefore, growers who have treated their cotton or peanut fields for worms or 
other pests should keep a close eye on the field.  Since spider mites live on the 
underside of the leaves you have to actually get out into the field and look at the 
undersides of the leaves to determine if you have a developing spider mite 
population.  Treat when you have at least 50 percent of your plants infested.  
Treatments should be applied before the damage is evident from the roadside.  
Otherwise it is too late and the treatment will only be a revenge treatment 
because you may not be able to reduce the spider mite populations below 
economically damaging levels.   
 
Peanut  Diseases 
Pod rot is still present in peanut fields at various levels.  We are also picking up 
some early leaf spot.  The hot dry weather is helping to suppress most of these 
diseases.  But cool wet weather could change this scenario very quickly.  
Scouting fields will also help you to determine if another fungicide application is 
justified once your initial fungicide applications have played out. 
 
Below are the results from the on-going pod rot peanut research trials that are 
being conducted in Gaines County and in Terry County.  We are evaluating eight 
different chemical treatments.  Treatments in this test include calendar based 
timings and pod rot level treatments.  The calendar based treatments are Abound 
followed by Abound, Abound followed by Ridomil plus Provost, and Ridomil plus 
Provost followed by Ridomil plus Provost and they are applied at approximately 75 
and 110 days after planting.   The pod rot level treatments are applied when the 
pod rot levels reach 2% (low threshold), 4% (medium threshold), and 6% (high 
threshold).   
 
Currently, all of the treatments are below 2% disease pressure with the exception 
of the Low Threshold Treatment, the High Threshold Treatment, and the Ridomil 
followed by Ridomil Treatment. 
 

0
2
4
6
8

10

5-
Jul

12-
Jul

19-
Jul

26-
Jul

2-
Aug

9-
Aug

16-
Aug

23-
Aug

%
 D

is
ea

se

Gaines A/A;A/R Gaines R/R
Gaines None Gaines Low
Gaines Mod. Gaines High
Terry AA/AR/RR Terry None

 

138



 
Educational programs of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or national origin. The information 

given herein is for educational purposes only. References tocommercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is 
intended and no endorsement byTexas AgriLife Extension is implied. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 

 

 
 
"Worms" in Cotton   
We only found one field in southwestern Gaines County that had small worms 
(less than 1/2 inch).  Hopefully this indicates that we are at the end of this worm 
cycle.  A majority of the Bollworm, Fall Armyworm, and Beet armyworm that we 
found this week were 1 inch or longer, which indicates that the worms are fixing 
to cycle out and the bollworm moths are laying less eggs.  My bollworm trap 
catches have also declined this week. 
 
One Tuesday August 17 Dr. David Kerns group (including Brant Baugh, 
Extension Agent-IPM for Lubbock County and Dustin Patman,Extension Agent-
IPM for Crosby/Floyd Counties) and I put out a bollworm/fall armyworm 
insecticide trial in Gaines County.  We did the post treatment counts on August 
24.  Below are the results.   

 
 

• The combination of Mustang Max at 2.64 oz & Belt at 2 oz gave us the 
best control on Bollworms and Fall Armyworms.   

• Mustang Max at 3.6 oz, Mustang Max at 2.64 oz, Karate at 5.12 oz, Holster 
at 5 oz, and the combination of Mustang Max & Belt had significantly fewer 
bollworms than the untreated plots.  

• Belt at 2 oz and the combination of Mustang Max & Belt had significantly 
fewer fall armyworms than the untreated plots.   

• Mustang Max at 3.6 oz, Karate at 5.12 oz, Holster at 5 oz and the 
combination of Mustang Max & Belt had significantly fewer total worms 
than the untreated plots. 
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Special Thanks to our Gold Sponsors of 
$1000 

Carter & Co. Irrigation Inc. 
Oasis Gin Inc. 

Ocho Gin Company 
Tri County Producers Coop 

 
Thanks to our Silver Sponsors of $500 

AG Aero 
Doyle Fincher Farms 

Five Points Gin 
Golden Peanut Company 
Nolen AG Services Inc. 
Western Peanut Growers 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to our Bronze $250 Sponsors 

Ag Texas Farm Credit Service 
Anderson Welding Pump and Machine 

Baucum Insurance Agency 
Birdsong Peanuts 

Brown's Ace Hardware 
Crop Production Services, Inc. 

First United Bank 
Moore-Haralson Agency PC 

Ocho Corp. Crop Plus Insurance 
Pioneer Gin 

Ten High Gin Inc. 
Valley Irrigation & Pump Service Inc. 
West Gaines Seed and Delinting Inc. 

West Texas AgriPlex 
 

Thanks to our $100 Sponsors 
Commercial State Bank 

McKinzie Insurance 
State Farm Insurance
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